Hekmatyar insists Rabbani quit 

- CR) ~“ m Afghan Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar told a 

■ peace mission on Sunday that the resignation of President 
Buhanuddin Rabbani was the only way to end two years of factional 
baijes Aat have killed 11, 000 people. “The solution for Afghanistan 
is teobam's unconditional resignation, formation of an interim 
government in which the Mujahedeen leaders should not participate,” 
Mr Hekmatyar said after more than three hours of talks with the 
mi^on leader, former Tunisian Foreign Minister Mahmoud Mestiri. 
Hesaid elections ami the withdrawal of ail heavy guns from around 
Kam i wer e also prerequisites to end rocket and artillery battles that 
ha* forced tens of thousands of Kabul residents to flee their homes 
am left large areas of the city in ruins. “I am optimistic." Mr. Mestiri 
sail after the talks at Mr. Hekmatyar’s heavily fortified base in 
Onrasyab. about 20 kilometres southeast of Kabul. Mr. Mestiri met 
Mi- Rabbani on Saturday and said he had obtained a dearer new of 
the president's position but was unable to say if he had made progress 
toward a lasting peace. . 
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Police unit leaves 
for Mozambique 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Sunday delegated Interior 
Minister Sal am eh Ham mad to 
see off a group of Jordanian 
police officers who left for 
Mozambique to join the Un- 
it d Nations forces which will 
supervise the general elections 
to be held there. Mr. Hamm ad 
said it was a source of pride for 
Jordan to have Jordanian 
forces participating in 
peacekeeping efforts around 
the world. He urged them to 
shoulder their responsibilities 
in the best possible manner to 
preserve the good reputation 
the Armed Forces enjoy in 
various parts of the world. 

Katyushas fired at 
Israeli-held zone 

BEIRUT (R) — Guerrillas 
fired 10 Katyusha rockets into 
Israel's occupation zone in 
South Lebanon overnight, a 
pro-Israeli militia radio station 
reported on Sunday. Voice of 
the South said the rockets hit 
the town of Maijayoun, where 
Israeli forces and tbeir South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
allies maintain headquarters, 
shortly after midnight. The 
SLA- run radio said there were 
no casualties. It said the rock- 
ets were fired from an area 
held by Hizbollah guerrillas. 

Yemenis kidnap 
two Chinese 

SANAA (R) — Two Chinese 
engineers working on a road 
project in Yemen were kidnap- 
ped on Sunday by tribesmen 
objecting to its construction, 
diplomatic sources said. The 
sources said the engineers 
working on the Jibanah-Marib 
road were kidnapped by two 
armed tribesmen some 50 
kilometres from Jihanah, 
southwest of the capital Sanaa. 
The tribesmen appeared to 
be from the same Khowlan 
tribe which kidnapped three 
Chinese engineers working on 
the same road in February, the 
sources added. The three were 
later released unharmed after 
being held hostage for 10 days. 

Yeltsin 'undecided 3 
on second term 

MADRID (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin said in 
an interview published on Sun- 
day his decision whether or not 
to stand for a second term in 
1996 would depend on whether 
there was anyone available to 
tiure over and guarantee stabil- 
ity. “For me, it is not a ques- 
tion of staying or leaving. It is a 
question of leaving Russia in 
safe and democratic hands. 
These hands will have to be 
capable of holding the Russian 
rudder steady in heavy seas," 
he said in an interview pub- 
lished in the Spanish daily El 
Pais. 

2-more sentenced 
to death in Algeria 

PARIS (R). — An Algerian 
court sentenced two militants 
to death on Sunday for the 
attempted murder of a police 
officer eight months ago, 
Algiers Radio reported. The 
special court in Oran also sent- 
enced 11 other militants to jail 
terms ranging from three to 10 
years for attempted murder 
and armed attacks, the radio 
added. About 400 militants 
have been sentenced to death 
since the wave of violence 
erupted after the authorities in 
January 1992 cancelled a 
general election Muslim fun- 
damentalists were poised to 
win. The first executions of 
militants were carried out in 
January 1993 and a total of 26 
have now been executed. 

Yemeni activists 
want to visit jails 

SANAA (R) — Hundreds of 
' uman rights campaigners, 
alarmed by reports of torture 
and unlawful arrest during Ye- 
men’s political crisis, plan to 
inspect more than 300 con- 
gested prisons, a leading activ- 
ist said on Sunday. Judge 
Hammoud A1 Hattar, chair- 
man of the Yemen Human 
Rights Organisation, a non- 
governmental body, said au- 
thorities in the former North 
Yemen agreed to the inspec- 
tion. 


Shaath says accord 
with Israel is sealed 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chief negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said during talks with 
Israel on Sunday that barring 
any last-minute- hitches, the 
two sides could wrap up nego- 
tiations on implementation of 
their self-rule deal in two 
weeks at most. 

“Barring any major catas- 
trophe... I think the agreement 
is sealed. It is now definitely 
irreversible," he told reporters 
during a break in talks in Cairo 
with the Israelis. 

“I don't know about any 
sticking points. There are 20 or 
30 things left to do but I don't 
see any of them to be sticky." 

“If there are no more serious 
crimes committed against our 
people in the occupied territor- 
ies, I think really we do not 
need more than two weeks," 
Dr. Shaath said. 

“Since the two weeks carry 
us beyond April 13 we will try 
to do our best to cut that short 
to finish on the 13th or to finish 
the major portions by the 
13th," he added. 

April 13 was the deadline set 
last September for Israeli 
troops to complete their with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
— the first step towards 
Palestinian self-rule in territory 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 
war. 

The chief of Israel's delega- 
tion to Sunday’s talks. Major- 
General Uzi Dayan, also said 
negotiators were pushing for 
an agreement as quickly as 
possible. 

The Israeli-PLO negotia- 
tions started in October but 
dragged on past a Dec. 13 
deadline for starting Israel’s 
withdrawal. After the Feb. 25 
massacre in Hebron, the PLO 
demanded a security plan for 
the West Bank city before re- 
turning to the talks. 


That plan was adopted last 
Thursday, with Israel accept- 
ing 160 armed foreign obser- 
vers in Hebron, the first time it 
has allowed an international 
presence m the territories dur- 
ing its 26-year occupation. 

Last week’s agreement spe- 
cified advance units of Palesti- 
nian police would go to the 
territories this week, and Dr. 
Shaath said at least six high- 
ranking Palestinian officers 
would enter Monday to assess 
needs. Several hundred polio; 
would begin moving in Thurs- 
day or Friday, he said. 

PLO sources said Saturday 
that Israel had agreed to 

10,000 Palestinian police, ab- 
out 1,500 more than it wanted 
earlier. The police have been 
training in Egypt and Jordan. 

When asked what issues re- 
main to be negotiated. Dr. 
Shaath said 20 or 30 details 
were yet to be worked out. 

Among major issues he 
listed water, zoning, the- coast 
guard and airport management 
along with economic relations 
being negotiated separately in 
Paris. In an understatement in 
the arid Middle East, he said, 
“water can obviously be a 
problem." 

The issue of freeing Israel's 
Palestinian prisoners was a 
matter of “scheduling, not the 
principle," Dr. Shaath said. 
But he did not explain what 
compromise was reached be- 
tween the .PLO’s demand for 
freeing all prisoners and 
Israel's insistence on keeping 
in jail those convicted of vio- 
lent crimes. 

Dr. Shaath also did not out- 
line the status of the three 
problems that have tied up the 
peace talks from the start; 
Protection of Jewish settlers, 
the amount of land Israel will 
cede in Jericho, and who will 
guard crossings from the 
Palestinian areas to Jordan and 


Settler ‘mayor’ sees 
more massacres 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Jewish settler 
leader warned the government 
inquiry into the Hebron mos- 
que massacre on Sunday that 
more slaughter could follow if 
Jews in the Israeli-occupied 
territories were not made to 
feel "safe.” 

Zvi Katsover, “mayor” of 
Kiryat Arba settlement on the 
outskirts of Hebron, said that 
Israel’s government gave 
Palestinians the impression 
they could attack Jews with 
impunity. 

Settlers felt abandoned by 
the government, said Mr. Kat- 
sover. 

“Such an atmosphere is one 
that can push Jews to desper- 
ate. hasty and irrational acts 
because of the feeling of a lack 
of proper government backing 
against growing terrorism," 
Mr. Katsover told the five 
judge commission. 

"When Jews are stoned 
without end there will always 
be one nutcase or desperado 
who will get up and do the 
unacceptable," he warned, 
adding that he had handed the 
army a list of settlers he 
thought may be capable of 
carrying out such an act. 

“I hope this honourable 
commission will not lend its 
hand to a further weakening of 
the standing of Jews at the 
Cave of the Patriarchs (Ibrahi- 
mi Mosque) and in Hebron. 
Otherwise, God forbid, there 
will be a need for another 
commission (of inquiry)," Mr. 
Katsover said. 

Kiryat Arba settler Baruch 
Goldstein killed dozens of 
Palestinian worshippers in the 
Ibrahimi Mosque of Feb. 25. 
He was beaten to death by 
survivors. The site is sacred to 
both Muslims and Jews. 

While the inquiry heard 
testimony, police announced 
the capture of anti-Arab leader 
Baruch Marzei after a three- 
week hunt (see page 2). 

Mr. Katsover, testifying at 
the massacre inquiry in Jeru- 
salem on Sunday, said Gold- 
stein, Kiryat Arab’s doctor and 
a member of the Jewish burial 


•society, was the last person he 
would have expected to carry 
out a massacre. 

Mr. Katsover added; “I do 
not deny that there are crazies 
and lunatics in Kiryat Arba 
and the area ... 1 myself have 
personally received death 
threats — they slashed my car's 
tyres — because I didn’t iden- 
ti fy enough , according to 
them, with Goldstein. And 
they threatened they would 
break my bones. There are 
lunatics in the area.” 

There have been calls by a 
number of government minis- 
ters to evacuate the Jewish 
enclaves in the heart of Heb- 
ron where 450 Jews live among 

110,000 Arabs. Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has said he 
opposes such a move at this 
time. 

Mr. Katsover suggested that 
prayer procedures within the 
holy Hebron site could be 
changed to ensure geographic 
distance and avoid future fric- 
tion. 

In previous hearings, the 

commission has heard conflict- 
ing testimony that revealed 
poor security at the site, where 
Jewish-Arab confrontations 
are almost daily events. 

Sunday opened the fifth 
week of hearings. Prime Minis- 
ter Rabin is expected to testify 
behind closed doors on 
Wednesday. Israeli news re- 
ports said that Mr. Rabin was 
considering allowing news 
coverage of some of his 
appearance. 

Second gunman 

There may have been a 
second, mystery gunman at the 
Hebron mosque massacre, 
who used elaborate methods to 
cover his tracks, judges on the 
commission of inquiry sug- 
gested Sunday. 

Palestinian witnesses have 
said that the shooting came 
from more than one point in 
the mosque, but Sunday was 
the first time the judges indi- 
cated they were giving the 
theory serious consideration. 

(CestiBued oa page 10) 


Egypt- 

Dr. Shaath made the com- 
ments as PLO and Israel nego- 
tiators began talks on moving 
several hundred Palestinian 
police into Gaza and the West 
Bank town even before Israeli 
soldiers pull out. 

In agreeing last Thursday to 
reopen peace negotiations for 
the first time since February’s 
Hebron massacre, Israel and 
PLO pledged to accelerate the 
talks on implementing their 
Sept. 13 accord on Palestinian 
autonomy in Gaza and Jericho. 

Dr. Shaath said “very few 
political problems” remain and 
negotiators were trying to tie 
down details to get Israeli 
troops out of the territories 
and send in Palestinian police 
to provide security. 

Earlier on Sunday, another 
senior PLO official in Cairo 
sounded a note of caution 
saying the Israelis did not seem 
to share the PLO's sense of 
urgency about an agreement. 

Dr. Shaath said the nego- 
tiators needed the two weeks 
because of the paper work, 
rather than because of political 
disputes. 

“I think the time spent will 
not be tied to any political 
considerations. It is practically 
and simply tied to what is 
needed to get the troops in and 
the Israelis out," he said. 

Danish, Norwegian and Ita- 
lian representatives were .ex-’ 
pected in Cairo later on Sun- 
day to make separate prepara- 
tions for the unprecedented 
foreign observer force to reas- 
sure the people of Hebron. 

Dr. Shaath said the foreign 
observers would go to Hebron 
within five days at the most. 
Norwegian foreign ministry 
official Terje Larsen will go to 
the town on Monday to rent a 
building to serve as their head- 
quarters, he added. 


Israeli 
police quit 
Gaza and 
Jericho 

JERICHO, occapied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israel 
closed a jail and started with- 
drawing from police stations in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho on 
Sunday in preparation for the 
arrival of Palestinian police, 
but the appearance of moving 
vans sparked dashes. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin met with settler leaders 
to assure them none would be 
moved, while the state attor- 
ney rejected a lawsuit by set- 
tlers for advance warning of 
any evacuation. 

Mr. Rabin promised settlers 
they would not be forced to 
leave the West Bank or Gaza 
Strip during negotiations on 
the future of the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

“There will be no changes 
until the end of the final status 
negotiations if at all," the 
council of Jewish settlers said 
in a statement on assurances 
Mr. Rabin gave them during a 
meeting. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman 
Oded Ben-Ami confirmed the 
statement. "According to the 
Oslo agreement, there will be 
no uprooting of settlements 
during the interim period,” he 
said. 

In violence on Sunday, 10 
Palestinians and two Israeli 
soldiers were wounded in 
dashes in Hebron and Gaza. 

Israeli security sources said 
the army has ordered its forces 
to avoid injuring Palestinians 
and stay out of volatile areas in 
the Gaza Strip ahead of a troop 
withdrawal agreed in the 
September peace deal. 

In Jericho, a group of about 
30 to 40 Palestinian youths 
chanted “P-L-O, Israel no” as 
cabinets, computers and boxes 
were loaded onto a blue truck 
at police headquarters on the 
mam square of Jericho, a town 
of 15,000 where Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat is ex- 

(Coatinued on page 10) 



KING RECEIVES YELTSIN MESSAGE: His 
Majesty King Hussein Sunday received at the 
Royal Court Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov, who conveyed to h™ n message 
from Russian President Boris Yeltsin dealing 
with the Russian role in the Middle East peace 
process. King Hussein stressed nt the meeting 
Jordan's principled stands on the peace process. 


GCC approves multilateral talks 

RIYADH (AP) — Six Gulf states Sunday gave, iheir support to 
upcoming multilateral Middle East peace talks scheduled in Oman and 
Qatar which this month wfli allow die first public and official Israeli 
visit to the region. Later this month, Oman is poised to host a 
multilateral round on water-sharing later, while Qataris poised to host 
a round on disarmament in early May. Babnunjmay ^aho tost a round 
on environmental issues in the fall. “The GCC (Gulf Cooperation 
Council) member states supported the entire peacemaking process 
from the start and it is known that the negotiations have taken two 
courses, one bilateral and one multilateral,” Saudi Foreign Minister 
Saud AJ Faisal said after a two-day meeting with his counterparts in 
the alliance. Prince Saud said that from the start, the GCC took pan in 
the multilateral negotiations on the bags that they were related to the 
outcome of the bilateral peace talks. “This is a situation that continues 
and GCC participation in these meetings continues as long as there are 
developments in the bilateral negotiations.” be said. 


— 0 

GCC urges continued Iraq sanctions, page 10 
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Husseini 
stresses 
need for 
coordination 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official Faisal A1 
Husseini on Sunday stressed 
the importance of enhancing 
coordination among Arab 
countries involved in the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Following a meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. Mr. Husseini said the 
current situation and the chal- 
lenges facing Arab countries 
warranted that the Arabs 
promote the level of coordina- 
tion. 

He said that in his meeting 
with Dr. Majali, which was 
attended by Information 

(Continued oa page 10) 


railing for enabling the Palestinian people to 
regain their legitimate rights on their national 
sofl and the need to achieve a comprehensive and 
lasting settlement of the Middle East problem. 
Mr. Ivanov arrived here from Syria after de- 
livering a message from Mr. Yeltsin to President 
Hafez Al Assad. 


49 expellees begin return home today 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff reporter 

AMMAN — Forty-nine 
Palestinian expellees will begin 
returning to their homes today 
as part of an agreement drawn 
up between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), senior PLO offi- 
cials said yesterday. 

“The first batch of 49 
Palestinian expellees, given 
permission by Israel to return 
to their homes in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, will 
be repatriated as early as Mon- 
day.” a spokesman for PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat told 
the Jordan Times. 

According to the PLO in- 
formation office in Tunis Israel 
had agreed to 32 of 52 names 
submitted by the PLO as 
candidates for return and had 
agreed to permit the return of 
an additional 17 people who 
were not on the PLO list. 

“Thirty-two were agreed 
upon from the PLO list and the 
others are individual applicants 
to have requested permission 
to return,” said a spokesman 
from Tunis. 

Among the list of 32 are 
PLO leaders and close aides to 
Mr. Arafat. Among them are 
Akram Hanieh, who is Mr. 
Arafat's advisor on occupied 
territories and Mohammad 


Dahlan, who has directed 
security affairs in Gaza from . 
his exile in-Tunis. Others are 
prominent, members of Fateh 
who are expected to take up 
leadership roles in their borne 
towns (see page 10). 

Among them are former 
Fateh student union leader 
Marwan Barghouti from the 
Ramaflah area, Jibril Al Ra- 
joub from Hebron and Amin 
Makboul from Nablus. 

An agreement reached be- 
tween the PLO and Israel on 
Thursday allowed for the re- 
patriation of some of nearly 

2,000 Palestinians who ~we re- 
expelled by Israel since it occu- 
pied the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and East Jerusalem m the 
1967 war. 

Most of the returnees are 
traditionally political leaders 
and most of those to be repatri- 
ated this week were expelled 
after charges with intifada-re- 
lated activities. 

“I can’t really say how I feel. 

I can’t quite believe it yet,” 
said Tayseer Arouri, member 
of the Palestine People’s Party 
and advisor to the Palestinian 
delegation to the peace talks 
with Israel. He was exiled in 
1989 for intifada-related activi- 
ties. 

Unlike Mr. Arouri, most of 
those on the list are members 


of Fateh faction. 

Many like Mr. Barghouti 
and Mr. Hanieh, were side- 
lined in May of last year when 
30 expellees were allowed to 
return m the first concrete 
“confidence-building mea- 
sures” Israel took since the 
beginning of the Madrid talks 
in October 1991. 

Most of those returning last 
May were members of PPP, 
one of the three Palestinian 
political parties along ’with 
Fateh and FIDA still partici- 
pating in the peace talks. 

This time only Mr. Arouri is 
a PPP member and only one 
member of FIDAy Jamal Zak- 
out, is on the list. 

PLO officials said that the 
return of all 49 expellees would 
be complete this week. 

The scheduled entry of up to 
300 Palestinian policemen 
from Jordan into Jericho and 
Gaza from Egypt would be 
decided today, said a military 
aide to Mr. Arafat said. 

“On Monday all the dates 
and number of people will be 
dear. This is being dedded in 
Cairo tonight," he told the 
Jordan limes on condition of 
anonymity. 

The list of 32 people tipped 
to return to the West Bank and 
Jerusalem across the King 
Hussein Bridge are: 


Akram Hanieh, Jabril Ra~ 
joub, Marwan Barghouti, 
Amin Makboul, Samir 
Sbeifaat, Ghassan Masri, Jamal 
Shati Al Hindi, Hussam Khad- 
er, Khalil Ashour, Yousef 
Odeh, Mura Abu Ghuweileh, 
Ibrahim Khadir Ali, Tayseer 
Arouri, Ahmad Mahmoud Ja- 
ber, Adnan Mohammad 
Dagher, Khalil Abdul Kader 
Thawabteh, Ali Khalil AJay- 
qeh, Mohammad Issa Nofel, 
Afeef Abdul Thawabteh, 
Mohammad Takatkah, Rashid 
Thawabteh, Abul Hefeez 
Abdul Rahman Sbehadeh, 
Hosni Zamaareh, Kbaled Mal- 
tyan, Tahseen Hnemah, Ara- 
fat Badr, Samir Kamsiyeh. 
Sabri Al Baba, Abdul Hantid 
Rawajdeb, Aref Jalaiyqafa, 
Jamal Zafcout and Ahmad 
Nasir. 

The following are the 17 
people expected to return to 
the Gaza Strip through Egypt; 

Mo hammad Dahlan, 
Ahmad Al Deek, Jihad Mis- 
eim i, Abdullah Abu 
Samahdeh. Frieh Al Khairi, 
Ayesh Abu Saadeh, Jamal 
Abu Habal, Ahmad Abu 
Mueleeq, Mueen Musalam, 
Has hem Dahlan, Yusri Al 
Homos, Nabil Tammous, 
Riyad Ajour, Mohammad 
Midweikh, Rizq Al Bayari, 
Jama] Abul Jadyan and Subhi 
Bashir. 


Another Aqaba-bound Saleh and Beidh in 
vessel denied entry Salalah, may meet 


By a Jordan Times’ 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The U.S.-led 
naval task force patrolling the 
Red Sea on Saturday turned 
back an Aqaba-bound ship car- 
rying animal feed for a Jorda- 
nian importer, shipping agents 
said Sunday. 

The Dolphins 1 was turned 
back amid the countdown to a 
meeting this week in Washing- 
ton where American officials 
are expected to discuss a three- 
month-old proposal to replace 
sea-based inspections by the 
U.S.-led force with onshore 
checks by a neutral interna- 
tional agency. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said Monday that Jordan re- 
quired a satisfactory solution 
to the siege of Aqaba in order 
to continue playing a positive 
role in the peace process. 

The increased international 
attention on the blockade of 
the Red Sea port has also 
Wought sharp focus on the 
very legality of the inspections. 
Businessmen said that they had 
learnt that the interception of 
Aqaba-bound vessels was a 
self-assumed task of the U.S. 
with no coordination with the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee. 

T. Gargour and Fils, agents 
of Dolphins 1. said in a letter 
to the minister of finance that 
the vessel, which was carrying 
nearly 4.000 tonnes of soya 
bean meal — animal feed — 
was intercepted at the Tiran 
Straits in the mouth of the Gulf 
of Aqaba on Friday. 

After two inspections of the 
St. Vincent-flagged ship, in- 
spectors aboard the U.S. fri- 
gate which intercepted the 
Dolphins 1 ruled that they did 
not have accessibility to inspect 
the lower holds where the Jor- 


dan-bound cargo was stowed 
and therefore could not allow 
it to proceed to Aqaba. 

All the papers related to 
the consignment were in order 
and were produced to the in- 
spectors, including details of 
the consignee, but the inspec- 
tors insisted that they should 
be able to check the bagged 
cargo, said a spokesman for 
the agents. 

The Dolphin 1, which was 
running out of fuel, could not 
stay around in the straits and 
headed for Port Suez 'where 
the cargo could be rearranged 
to satisfy the inspectors before 
returning to the Tiran Straits, 
the agents said. 

Hie process is expected to 

cost several thousand dollars to 
the importer. 

No official comment was im- 
mediately available. But the 
interception was certain to fuel 
fears that the Kingdom's repe- 
ated complaints over the nega- 
tive impact of Red Sea inspec- 
tion methods on its economy 
have gone unheeded except for 
repeated American promises 
that they would be looked into. 

Meanwhile, Jordanians who 
met with a visiting U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee official last 
week said they understood that 
the committee had nothing to 
do with the actual inspections 
and was not kept informed of 
what is going on in the Red 
Sea. 

“We were amazed to get the 
distinct impression that the in- 
spections are a self-assumed 
task of the U.S. and there was 
little communication, let alone 
coordination, between the en- 
forcers of tiie sanctions and the 
committee,'' said one of those 
who met with Jbiang Zhang 
Wan. secretary of the sanctions 

(Continued on page 10) 


MUSCAT (R) — Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and Vice-President Ali Salem 
Al Beidh were in Oman on 
Sunday in a fresh bid to resolve 
their political feud. 

An official source in Oman 
said Mr. Beidh arrived late on 
Sunday and would meet 
Oman’s Sultan Qaboos in Sala- 
lah, 100 kilometres south of 
the capital Muscat near the 
Yemeni border. Mr. Saleh also 
arrived in Salalah on Sunday. 

The presence of the two 
leaders in Salalah raised the 
possibility they might meet to 
try to prevent the break-up of 
their country. 

Mr. Beidh, visiting Abu . 
Dhabi earlier Sunday, ruled 
out a meeting in the Yemeni 
capita] Sanaa and said talks 
with President Saleh should be 
held in a neutral city in 
Yemen. 

Mr. Beidh told a news con- 
ference there were no differ- 
ences in their wish to maintain 
the 1990 merger of North and- 
South Yemen. 

He said lack of security in 
Yemen's capital Sanaa, 
formerly the capital of North 
Yemen, was an obstacle to the 
accord he and Mr. Saleh signed 
in Amman on Feb. 20 to keep 
the merger intact. Mr. Beidh’s 
Yemen Socialist Party says at 
least 150 of its members have 
been murder since the merger, 
many in the capital. 

“How can Sanaa be a capital 
if it is not secure? We can 
assume any city as a capital, 
say for five months during 
which we must implement the 
accord, and call it temporarily 
the capital of the document 
itself," he said. 

Mr. Beidh would no t com- 
ment on intense speculation in 
Sanaa about a possible meeting 


between him and Mr. Saleh 
outside Yemen. 

Tensions remain high be- 
tween north and south and 
little progress has been made 
in reconciling the two men 
despite the Amman accord. 
Mr. Beidh has boycotted 
Sanaa since July. 

“There are obstacles on how 
to transfer the agreement from 
paper to reality. One is secur- 
ity. The problem is not a prob- 
lem of unity but one of context 
and implementation. We are 
not disagreeing on unity," he 
said. 

Mr. Beidh held talks in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
with UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan 
on Sunday. 

Mr. Beidh said stability in 
Yemen meant stability 
throughout the Gulf region 
and welcomed Arab efforts to 
reconcile north and south. 

“We should sit and talk ab- 
out progress... instead of com- 
peting and buying weapons," 
Mr. Beidh said. 

He did not respond to 
charges by Mr. Saleh’s General 
People's Congress on Saturday 
that Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
were financing arms purchases 
by Mr. Beidh’s YSP. 

There has been intense spe- 
culation among Yemeni poli- 
tical circles that Mr. Saleh and 
Mr. Beidh might meet in 
Oman or in Cairo to try to stop 
the country breaking up. 

Yemen's neighbour Oman 
has been one of a number of 
foreign mediators between the 
two sides during their long- 
running feud. , 

“But the expected meeting is 
not likely to bring about any 
radical changes in the attitudes 
of the two men," one Yemeni 
political source told Reuters 
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_j Confidence ebbs in Sudan re j ects U . S . charges 

£1 TT M IV\1*PA KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan tween Sudan and the United itcd Nations itself 
• o.L^ • Jl^rJL vv hit back sharolv on Sundav at States. oraised Sudan for it 


Banditry and ‘technicals’ 
reappear in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AP) — Less 
than a week after American 
soldiers left, the gates of 
Mogadishu's port were block- 
ed to the ground, thefts multi- 
plied and Somalis began smug- 
gling weapons past Egyptian 
sentries. 

The remaining U.N. troops 
have less training, less disci- 
pline, poorer equipment and 
greater problems in fuelling a 
less ambitious U.N. mandate. 

Relief groups have aban- 
doned outlying cities, saying 
U.N. troops cannot or will not 
protect them. The U.N. World 
Food Programme (WFP) com- 
plained to the commander ab- 
out difficulties in arranging 
escorts for food convoys. An 
American aid worker was kid- 
napped Thursday in sight of a 
U.N. checkpoint. 

Looters descended on the 
airport even before American 
Marines lifted off in their heli- 
copters. The seaport has been 
overrun by Somalis who breeze 
past Egyptian sentries with 
counterfeit passes, weapons 
and booty. 

General Datuk Aboo 
Sam ah. the U.N. commander, 
has 19,000 soldiers, most of 
them from Third World coun- 
tries. He said they are fulfilling 
the new mandate to protect the 
humanitarian effort and secure 
the port, airport and U.N. 
facilities. 

Some have been killed or 
wounded trying to protect aid 
workers. Still, confidence in 
their ability to provide that 
protection is ebbing. 

“1 am firmly convinced the 
only security we are going to 
get is from Somalis who work 
here," said Ed Johns, the tall. 
Lanky Texan appointed by the 
United Nations to run the port. 
Mr. Johns said he wants to hire 
Somali guards to provide inter- 
nal security at the port. 

'Thefts have increased man- 
yfold since the Americans 
left,” said George ManpflH, 
general manager of the port. 

Mr. Johns said looters had 
managed to carry items as 
large as washing machines and 
generators past Egyptian milit- 
ary guards. One night 60 tyres 
went past the sentries un- 
noticed; another night, IS 
high-pressure pumps, he said. 

With the gates knocked 
down, port workers now block 
the opening at night with a 
cargo container. 

Security is better at the air- 
port, but it is still a military 
camp, not a civilian operation 
like the seaport, with 
thousands of workers. 

U.N. military officers ack- 
nowledge problems, some 
caused by language or cultural 
barriers. Pakistani troops, for 
example, have refused to 
escort some food convoys on 
Fridays. 

Somalis, stressing Muslim 
brotherhood with the Egyp- 
tians, routinely talk their way 
past sentries at the port, Mr. 
Johns said. 

When that does not work, 
they rely on photocopiers, 
counterfeit day passes sell for 
the equivalent of 20 cents out- 
side the gate. 

“The pass system has been 
compromised,’’ Mr. Johns 
said. “It is not surprising. You 
can buy anything from a pass- 
port to a college diploma down 
the road at die Bafcara mar- 
ket.” 

Gen. Mike Nyambuya. de- 
puty commander of the United 
Nations operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM), argues that over- 
all security has improved in 
some ways since the Amer- 
icans left. 


“The shootings have de- 
creased," he said, referring to 
attacks on sentry posts. 

Gen. Aboo, the comman- 
der, said: "So far, there is no 
threat to UNOSOM. Only 
bandits have been shooting at 
us.” 

The rules of engagement 
have changed slightly, Gen. 
Aboo said, with emphasis on 
using minimum force. 

To illustrate, be said U.N. 
troops no longer will engage 
“echnicals” — pickup trucks 
with heavy weapons mounted 
in the back — unless directly 
threatened. Previously, tech- 
nicals were engaged on sight. 

In a city where guns already 
are returning to the streets, 
some people fear the techni- 
cians will become a common 
threat again. 

“There was a great psycolo- 
gical letdown when the Amer- 
icans left because everyone 
knew the Americans had their 
power and the capacity to use 
that power," Mr. Manpilli 
said. 

They also worry about the 
possible reluctance of the re- 
maining U.N. troops to excer- 
dse authority. 

A 25-truck WFP convoy 
with a Moroccan escort was 
turned away from the southern 
coastal city of Merca on Thurs- 
day because members of one 
militia claimed rivals were get- 
ting an unfair share of the* 
food. After talking with fac- 
tional leaders, the Moroccans 
led the convoy bade to Moga- 
dishu. 

Although the Americans ! 
gave a forklift used at the 
airport to the World Food \ 
Programme, the agency cannot 
get it off die airport grounds. 
The dan that provided most of 
the airport workers before the 
Americans arrived daims. it 
owns any equipment left be- 
hind. Egyptian officers have 
opened talks on the matter. 

Squadron leader Don Thor- 
ton, the Canadian airport com- 
mander said die Egyptians are 
only trying to ease tensions. 
“We have a little obligation to 
determine if the forklift was 
here before the Americans ar- 
rived or if they brought it in,” 
be said. 

Others view such talks as a 
sigh of the Egyptians giving in 
to extortion. 

“They are trying to do what 
the Pakistanis tried to do be- 
fore June, what the Italians 
tried to do,” Mr. Johns said. 
“They are trying to win the 
hearts and and the minds.” 

After shootings and demon- 
strations at the port, Egyptians 
have allowed militiamen of | 
warlord Mohammad Farah I 
Aideed’s Somalia National 
Alliance to provide outside 
security at the gate. 

Most port workers come | 
from north Mogadishu, which i 
is controlled by Gen. Aideed’s 
rival, Ali Mahdi Mohammad. : 

“Once they (Aideed’s men) j 
gain control, they can prevent i 
the northerners by force from | 
coming to work," Mr. Manpilli 
said. 

Mr. Johns said that, during 
talks that followed the port 
violence, the Egyptian com- 
mander allowed armed Aideed 
militiamen into the grounds, 
where no civilian except for 
U.N. officials had been 
allowed to carry weapons in 15 
months. 

“He brought four carloads 
of SNA gunmen into the sea- 
port,” Johns said. “That sent a 
terrible message to the other 
Somalis.” 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
hit back sharply on Sunday at 
the U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, Madeleine 
Albright, who accused Khar- 
toum of not doing enough to 
end civil strife in the south of 
the country. 

Ms. Albright criticised the 
Sudanese government’s con- 
duct of the war, as well as 
Khartoum’s human rights re- 
cord, while visiting Ethiopia 
after a trip to Sudan last week 
during which she met President 
Omar Hassan At Bashir. 

She said Khartoum ob- 
structed the delivery of relief 
assistance to the south, where 
the rebel Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) is 
fighting government forces, 
and said Sudan risked isolation 
if it did not improve its human 
rights record and stopped 
sponsoring international “ter- 
rorism.” 

In response, Sudanese Fore- 
ign Minister Hussein Suleiman 
Abu Saleh said the ambassa- 
dor's comments were com- 
pletely untrue and were not 
going to help the dialogue be- 


tween Sudan and the United 
States. 

The minister told state 
Radio Omdurman on Sunday 
that the Sudanese government 
and people had done all they 
could to end the conflict in the 
south through negotiations. 

Mr. Abu Saleh charged that 
it was others who made it 
difficult to achieve peace be- 
cause of their support for the 
rebels. 

Mr. Abu Saleh expressed 
astonishment at Ms. 
Albright's charges on relief 
aid. 

“As the United States envoy 
to the United Nations, Ms. 
Albright should have known 
that the Sudan government 
reached two agreements with 
two U.N. officials in 1992 for 
the delivery of relief aid to 
southern Sudan,” the minister 
said. 

He added that the aid life- 
line that the Sudanese govern- 
ment had permitted to operate 
was considered a model for 
other countries in similar situa- 
tions. 

Mr. Abu Saleh said the Un- 


ited Nations itself last year 
praised Sudan for its role in 
ensuring the delivery of relief 
to southern Sudan. 

The minister also denounced 
Ms. Albright for her remarks 
on Sudan's alleged support for 
“terrorism.” 

Sudan, he said,' had re- 
quested prpof of its involve- 
ment in international terrorism 
but had received none. 

On human rights, Mr. Abu 
Saleh said Islam, which the 
Sudanese people followed, cal- 
led for foil respect for human 
rights and Sudan did not need 
to be told that by anyone. 

Food shortages hi west 

Food shortages in western 
Sudan arc forcing people to 
flee south, a Khartoum news-, 
paper reported on Sunday. 

The independent A1 Sudani 
A1 Doulia reported that people 
were fleeing the provinces of 
Sodari, Bara and Nuhud in 
northern Kordofan. Between 
25 and 30 people were arriving 
each day in A1 Obeid, capital 
of northern Kordofan state, it 
said. 


Syria rejects U.S. drug charges 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria on Saturday rejected 
U.S. criticism that it was doing 
too little to combat the narco- 
tics trade in Lebanon’s Syrian- 
controlled Bekaa Valley. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said the accusation was 
part of pressure by some ele- 
ments in the U.S. administra- 
tion to force Damascus to 
make concessions in peace 
talks with Israel. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said in a report on Friday that 
Syria should remain on a list of 
major naicotics-prodndng or 
transit countries because it had 
not done enough to fight the 
opium trade in the Bekaa 
Valley. 

Some State Department offi- 
cials had recommended that 
Syria should be removed from 
the U.S. list. But some mem- 
bers of Congress and aides to 
Secretary of State Warren 
Quistopher objected to the 
move. 

The spokesman .said Syria, 
tile main foreign power broker 
in Lebanon where it has an 
estimated 30,000 troops, had 
successfully cooperated with 
the Lebanese authorities in 
preventing the production and 
trading of drugs in the Bekaa. 


Tt has become dear that the 
aim of putting Syria's name in 
lists regarding the combat of 
terrorism or drugs is aimed at 
pressing it to abandon its just 
rights, which are approved by 
U.N. resolutions,” the spokes- 
man said. 

These resolutions called for 
the achievement of a just and 
com p rehensive peace in the 
Middle East, he said. 

Peace negotiations between 
Syria and Israel, held in the 
framework of U.S.-led Middle 
East peace talks, have stalled 
over me issues of the return of 
the Golan Heights to Syria and 
Syria’s future ties with the Jew- 
ish state. 

The spokesman said: “Some 
elements in the 
U.S. administration whose 
positions had several times 
blocked the peace process... 
insisted on retaining Syria's 
name on the (drags) list de- 
spite the recommendation by 
me concerned authorities at 
the state department to lift it.” 

Mr. Clinton and Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez A] Assad, meeting 
in Geneva in January, set up a 
framework for dealing with bi- 
lateral disputes, including 
Syria’s inclusion on a U.S. list 
of countries alleged to sponsor 
terrorism. 


But a U.S. official said not 
much progress had been made 
on resolving problems between 
the two countries. 

President Bill Clinton on 
Saturday accepted a recom- 
mendation from Mr. Christ- 
opher that Syria remain on the 
U.S. list of co un tries that are 
involved in the international 
ding trade. 

The 26 nations on the list 
may not receive U.S. foreign 
aid or U.S. support for World 
Bank loans. 

Some members of Congress 
were prepared to denounce 
any move to grant a waiver to 
Syria, whose cooperation in 
Mideast peacemaking efforts is 
avidly sought by the adminis- 
tration. 

Middle Eastern countries 
that cooperate in U-S. peace- 
making generally can count on 
sizeable U.S. foreign aid as a 
reward, but .Syxfo would be 
ineligible even if it made peace 
with Israel. 

Syria also is one of six coun- 
tries listed by die State Depart- 
ment as a sponsor of “terror- 
ism’ r even though it was 
praised in 1991" as having play- 
ed a helpful role in securing the 
release of American hostages 
from Lebanon. 


Fugitive 
Kach leader 
arrested 

TEL AVIV *( Agencies) — 
Police on Sunfcay caught and 
arrested Baruch Marzel, leader 
of the extremist Kadi group 
outlawed in wake of the Heb- 
ron mosque massacre, after he 
dodged forces for over a 
month. 

Mr. Marzel, successor of the 
late Rabbi Meir Kahane who 
founded the movement and 
was assassinated in New York 
in 1990, was the last Kach 
activist still at large. Seven 
other top activists were 
arrested and are being held 
without trial and about 50 were 
ordered to return their army- 
issued weapons. 

National -police spokesman 
Eric Bar-Chen said Mr. Marzel 
was arrested at 0300 GMT at 
the home of Yoram Skolnik in 
the Pnei Hever settlement in 
the occupied West Bank and 
would be held without trial 
under special military regula- 
tions for three months. 

Pnei Hever is several 
| kilometres from the Jewish set- 
tlement of Kiiyat Arba that is 
adjacent to Hebron, where 
Mr. Marzel lives with his wife 
and six children. 

While fugitive, the 35-year- 
old Marzel told the Associated 
Press in an interview that he 
bad changed hideouts dose to 
40 times to avoid police. 

Last week journalists saw 
him at a demonstration in 
Kiryat Arba. 

Israel ordered the crack- 
down of Kach. that advocates 
expulsion of Arabs from all 
Israeli-held territory, after 
Jewish settler Baruch Gold- 
stein killed dozens of Palesti- 
nians at a Hebron mosque on 
Feb. 25. Goldstein was elected 
as Kach representative to 
Kiryat Arba's municipal coun- 
cil. 

The crackdown has forced 
the movement to suspend its 
official activities pending an 
appeal to the supreme court. 

The man who harboured 
Mantel, Mr. Skolnik. is pre- 
sently being prosecuted for 
allegedly shooting and wound- 
ing a handcuffed Arab, police 
sources said. Jewish settlers 
had suspected the Palestinian 
intended to attack them. 

Mr. Marzel did not resist the 
arrest, police said. 

-- Israel -radio reported that 

Mr. Marzel, in hiding, had 
taunted police who were sear- 
ching for him. 


American aid worker 
still captive in Somalia 


Levels of high distrust of 
U.S. seen in UAE poll 


NAIROBI (AP) — Intensive 
negotiations have failed to se- 
cure the release of an Amer- 
ican relief worker kidnapped 
by Somali gunmen, but a U.N. 
worker from Nigeria seized the 
same day escaped his captors. 

Alfred Peters. 36, a water 
and sanitation engineer from 
Denver sent by the Red Cross 
to Mogadishu to help stem a 
cholera epidemic, was kidnap- 
ped on Thursday by up to 15- 
gunmen who stopped his car 
only a few hundred metres 
from a U.N. checkpoint. 

Despite the failure of nego- 
tiations so far. Jeff Loane. an 
official of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in 
Nairobi, said: “We are still 
hopeful he will be freed soon.” 

Loane said he was unaware 
of any ransom demands by the 
gunmen. He did not know 
their identities. 

On Friday. Red Cross offi- 
cials at the Geneva headquar- 
ters said Mr. Peters was not 
injured during capture and was 
in good health. 

Mr. Loane said he was una- 
ware of any Red Cross officials 
meeting Mr. Peters since his 
capture. 


Mr. Peters had earlier 
escaped kidnappers on a Red 
Cross mission in Liberia, a 
West African nation also 
‘embroiled in a largely ethnic- 
based civil war. 

Olajida Ogunsanya, a Nige- 
rian working for the United 
Nations in Somalia, was seized 
by gunmen in Mogadishu 
hours before Mr. Peters, but 
escaped on Friday, the United 
Nations said. 

Eugene Forson, a U.N. 
spokesman in Mogadishu, gave 
no details of Mr. Ogunsanya's 
escape, only saying the Nige- 
rian jumped through a window 
and was back on duty 
Saturday. 

The two abductions are the 
latest in a series that followed 
last month's departure of most 
troops from the United States 
and other Western nations. 

Two foreign employees of a 
Swedish company were 
abducred Wednesday but were 
rescued by Somali militiamen a 
short time later. 

Two men who work for an 
Australian catering company 
that provides food for U.N. 
employees were released 
March 27 after 15 days of ] 
captivity. * 1 


DUBAI (AP) — Many resi- 
dents In the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) harbour a deeper 
distrust of the United States 
than of Israel, according to a 
poll by the English-language 
Gulf News published Saturday. 

The opinion survey, the first 
ever carried out in the UAE, 
was conducted last month in 
conjunction with surveys done 
in the United States, Ger- 
many, Japan and the U.K. by 
major newspapers in those 
countries. 

The poll, surveying concerns 
about international issues, 
showed widespread concern 
over the peace process, with 
many of those questioned be- 
lieving the creation of a 
Palestinian state was not likely 
to bring peace between Arabs 
and Israel, the Gulf News said. 

About a quarter of those 
surveyed believed the turmoil 
would continue, with 57.9 per 
cent convinced the accord 
would not be implemented as 
planned. 

However, almost a third of 
those surveyed believed that 
the United States, and not 
Israel, posed the greatest 
threat to world peace, accord- 
ing to Gulf News. 


While 32.3 per cent viewed 
the United States as the 
greatest threat, only 12.3 per 
cent believed it to be Israel. 

Some 40.6 per cent of the 
respondents believed the post- 
cola war era created- a more 
dangerous environment, com- 
pared to 19.2 per cent who 
regarded the world to be a 
safer place. 

Polarisation of the world 
into ethnic groups was polled 
as the single largest problem, 
followed by hunger, over- 
population and poverty. 

In the UAE, the survey as 
conducted using a detailed 
written questionnaire and soli- 
citing written responses from 
citizens and residents above 
the age of 18. 

The Arabic-English ques- 
tionnaire was distributed to 
over 100,000 households from 
which 6,431 replies were re- 
ceived. The analysis of die 
opinion in the UAE was based 
on a sample of 5,411 complete 
responses. 

The UAE population is esti- 
mated at 2.8 million of whom 
the majority are Indian and 
Pakistani expatriates, with few 
Arab and Western communi- 
ties. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF * 

Istanbul hosts movie festival 

ISTANBUL (AP) — A Western-style international movie 
“ned Saturday in this histo^cjty where a Mutimi 
festival fundamentalist mayor was elected last week. bome« 
thel54 movies from 37 countries tobesho^du^gthe two 
week 13th Istanbul Motion Pictures Festival are sure to iric the 
citv’s new fundamentalist leaders. In one section of the 
selected for their emphass on foe 
sexual and sentimental experiences of youth, will he shown. 
Among them is the sensational “Betty Blue’/ bj ' Jacqn« 
R^ Vni. He festival also includes "Wittgenstein by Derek 
Jarman, the British gay-activist director who recently died of 
AIDS. In addition, the festival boasts several movies from 
famous directors all over the world such as Krayszfof 
Kieslowski, Andrecy Wajda, Ettora Scola, 

Woody Allen, Oliver Stone. David Cronenberg, Constantin 
Costa-Gavrasi and Francois Truffaut. Since Tayyip Erdqgan, 
'the Welfare Party’s candidate,- won the mayor s job in 
Istanbul, there have been reports of fondamentaiist harass- 
ment of women dressed m mini-skirts. Intenor Minister Nahit 
Mentese on Saturday has assured the public that the welfare s 
mayors will face prosecution if they attempt to violate 
Turkey’s secular laws. In local elections last Sunday, the 
Welfare Party doubled its votes nationwide to 19 per cent from 
previous elections five years ago. 

Norwegian-Japanese line starts * 

DAMMAM (AP) — Nosac, a Norwegian shipping company, 
will soon start a roll on, roll off shipping service from the Gulf 
eastern side of Saudi Arabia under a joint-venture with the 
Japanese company NYK, the Saudi agents said Saturday. 
Nosac discontinued a similar service in 1985 because of the 
then raging Iraq- Iran war. NYK is making its debut in what is 
commonly called ro-ro trade. Roll on-roll off ships carry 
containers that are rolled on and off ships on rails. So far six 
vessels have been deployed for this joint NYK/Nosac service 
with an average of two ships per month calling on Dammam 
port, said Mehmood Nizami, commercial executive of Barber 
Lines who are the local agent for the operation. The first 
vessel under the scheme will start loading in the United States 
“in about two days.” Mr. Nizami told reporters. Presently 
about nine ro-ro ships call on the Dammam port every month 
and the pie is shared by National Shipping Corp. of Saudi 
Arabia and Hoegh Lines, which is operating under a contract 
with General Motors. Out of nine shipping agencies here, the 
Saudi shipping corporation and Barber Lines are also main 
handlers of ro-ro type vessels. In April 1993, 13,387 tonnes of 
ro-ro type cargo was discharged at the Dammam port 
according to official statistics. 

European airlines to end price war in Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Seven West European airlines have called a 
truce in a price war for customers flying to Europe under an 
agreement revealed on Saturday. The agreement, signed on 
Wednesday and made available to Reuters, says the airlines 
have undertaken not to offer discounts on most fares for two 
years starting on April 1. The airlines are Air France. Alitalia, 
Austrian Airlines, British Airways, KLM, Lufthansa and 
Swissair. Hie airlines had been offering large discounts to 
compete for a shrinking market. One of the fares on offer from 
Air France was for 2,000 pounds ($90) Cairo-Paris return. ThS 
document says the airlines hope that Egyptair. the Egyptian 
national carrier, will also sign. 


Kuwait MPs seek ban 
on smoking in public 


KUWAIT (R) — Smokers 
who light up in public in 
Kuwait could soon face a 50 
dinar ($168) fine, the English- 
language Arab Times reported 
on Sunday. 

The newspaper said parlia- 
ment's health and labour com- 
mittee had proposed a ban on 
smoking in public places and 
offices. 

The committee had been in- 
formed by die government that 
it supported the idea. The 
newspaper reported Member 
I of Paniament (MP) Ahmad A1 
KnJaib as saying. Toe draft law 

has yet to be debated by parlia- 
ment. 

The draft law would ban 
smoking in public places like buses 
and offices. Violators would be 
fined 50 dinars ($168). 

Kuwaitis have begun to 
smo ke m ore since Iraqis 1990- 
91 occupation, studies show. A 
Kuwait University study of 
male students aged 19-25 re- 
ported 28 per cent of them 
-smoked compared to 21 per 
cent before Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion. 

The government last year 
banned smoking in hospitals. 

Health care for expats 

Five Kuwaiti MPs have 
»ked the government to stop 
charging expatriates for medic- 
al services following the death 
of an Egyptian kidney patient 
who could not afford dialysis ' 
the Arab Times said. 


The opposition-dominate 
National Assembly is to debal 
a formal proposal by the MI 
that the government sto- 
charging for services impose 
last year, the Arab Times n 
ported. 

‘The national assembly ' 
likely to pass this proposal as 
recommendation to foe gar 
eminent and we hope the go 
eminent accepts it, A the new 
paper quoted one of the MF 
Aanan Abdul Samad, ; 
saying. 

Newspapers reported, la 
month Egyptian Hussei 
Saeed had died on March 
because he could no long 
afford the 25 dinar ($84) ps„ 
session. Kidney patients a 

week^ severa ^ “ssioni 

Saeed worked as a clerk ai 
earned 150 dinars ($505) 
month, the Arab Tiroes' sal 

“We submit this proposal 
avoid any expatriate dying h 
cause of not having money L ‘ 
pay for the service?’ the MI 
proposal reads, the oewspap 

The Health Ministry 
March 1993 approved fees i 
diagnostic services and son 
medical tests on expatriate i 
side nts and visitors to Kuw 
to save costs and curb was*' 
health care had preview 
been free for all. 

. Expatriates form just oi 
half of Kuwait’s 1.5 mflfi/ 
population. 
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Ctarcb o t Nazareoe Td.67569l. 

The Evangelical Local Qndi In 
Am min 

Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Warm weather conditions will pre- 
vail, with temperature* rising above 
average and winds becoming south- 
easter!)' moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman • ' -3 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba .. 15/29 

Deserts 5/25 

Jordan Valley 13/28 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 21. Aqaba 26 Humidity readings: 
Amman 22 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. MukhJcs Halasa 816220 

Dr. Jamil Maraqa 776149 

Dr. Jamal Jbara 847351 

Dr. bam Asmar 890504 

Ftras pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdews pharmacy 778336 

AJAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nahoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoojb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Youef HuzaOoh 988075 

Khali ficb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


BtBUh 

Dr. AGShuqiiri 

Afquds pharmacy 


246140 

{-> 


Food Control Centre 

Crvfl Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emcrecney 

Rescue POlicc 192.621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Poficc 

Traffic Poficc 

PaMk Seamy Department , 

Hold Complaints ........... i 

Price Complains 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints,,, 

Amman MunkipaKty 

Complaints ' 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) - 

Overseas CaBs i 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs..— 

Abdali Telephone Repairs i 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan * 

Water Authority i 

Jordan EJcetrictty Authority ...I 

Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Afia IntL Airport 08-53200 

hospitals 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khalkfi Maternity. J, Aran . 
Akiteh Maternity. J. Amn.. 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

Malhas.J. Amman 

Palestine. Sbmcisani 

Shmrisani Hospital 

University Hospital — - 

AJ-MaasbCr Hospital 

The titanic. Abdali 

Ai-AMi, Abdali 

Italian. AMJuhajrecn 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh ..... 

Army. Marita 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amd Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarm National Hospital - 

Ibo Slna Hospital ..„ 

AJHikma Modem Hoaftal 
numb 

M n o cg Ba w a Hospital 

Greek Gabofc Hospital 

IbnAlNdccsSfepal 

AQABA: 

PtitawHqrafikapial 


.. 81381302 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 
..... 642362 

636140 

... 664171/4 
669131 

— 845845 
.. 667227/9 
.666127/37 
.. 66*164/6 

... 777101/3 
. 775111/26 
. 891611/75 
.602240/50 

— 674155 


%9f»m 


(02)247100 


(03J3141U 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)532003. where it 
should alwajs be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal i) 

08:10 Sanaa (Rl) 

8W» Damascus (RJ) 

lfc«0 Jcddab (RJ) 

Jfc3# Riyadh (RJ) 

IfcSS ...... Dubai. Atm Dhabi (RJ) 

JU00 BetruttRJ) 

fktt New Delhi (R« 

I7a45 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

I&0O Cairo (RJ) 

1*06 Bangkok (RJ) 

19*15 Casablanca. TmtisfRJ) 

<*h30 - Frankfort (Rl) 

Other nights (Termhrud 2 ) 


1*35 ... Cano 

UM KtartOttm 


Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

JZS • Rmnc(AZ) 

J5S ■■■•• Dubaf(EM) 

departures 

ISSS 


Cairo (RJ) 

-r -- pbahran (RJ) 

21 M Bahrain. Doha Jrj, 

2M5.' Dubai ouj 

«« Damascus (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


0>:i5 

SKI - aHriftSlBi 

“»* railway train 


8d)0 every Monday 

P-m. every Monday 


Dap. Damascus 

. . 7 i30 a.m. every Sand 

Are. Amman S.-OOp.m. every Sued 

market puces ; 

Vpperfower price in fth per kg. 

bJSL, 

§££8° : van 

ate:r; ® 

Clementine 2^/3 

Fruit 

Lemon rSf:-- 

Manrow tig/ 

*£■ 



Ka^ lSWCcl) 560/ 



Tomato ™ ' 


*nm. 
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Queen stresses urgency in addressing 
' current world population growth 1 rate 
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5^®**** — As chairperson of 
the Advisory Board of the 

rf 1 *® 1 . ft* Study of the 
Global South at American 
University j n Washington, 
jr C - 5f r Majesty Queen 
Noor addressed the centre's 
conference on "Population and 
Economic Growth: Perspec- 
tives from the Global South.” 

THhe March 30 conference 
examined the relationship be- 
tween population growth, sus- 
tained economic growth and 
sustainable development. It 
also sought to raise public and 
media awareness regarding 
population issues and priorities 
in the developing countries of 
the global South. 

The conference was orga- 
nised to provide input for die 
final preparatory committee 
meeting whit* will be held this 
week in New York and to 
submit its findings to the Inter- 
national Conference on 
Population and Development 
which will be held in Cairo 
later this year. 

Delivering the speech on be- 
half of Queen Noor was Fayez 
Tarawneh, Jordan’s ambassa- 
dor to the U.S. 

In her speech, the Queen 
emphasised the urgency in 
addressing the current world 
population growth rate, esti- 
mated to have reached an 
annual increase of 94 million 
- people. 

Such levels are “unpre- 
cedented in human history,” 
said Queen Noor, and "this 
trend is not only economically 
and environmentally unsus- 
tainable, (but) it is also a cer- 
tain source of international 
tension and political strife, for 
the absolute population in- 
creases are accompanied and 
aggravated by inequitable dis- 
tribution of the globe's natural 
and economic resources.” 

Queen Noor pointed out 
that over 95 per cent of all 
population growth in the next 
decade will occur in the South. 
This “demographic explosion” 
has already created “massive 
unmet needs in housing, 
health, education services and 
employment,” she said, adding 
that as a result, there is an 
urgent need today to “address 
the population/economy equa- 
tion from the perspective of 
die needs of women and men 
jn.tjie South.” 


Mexico City in 19S4. Reemph- 
asising her Mexico message, 
she said that the human dimen- 
sion of the population dilemma 
must not be ignored. 

Queen Noor underlined the 
importance of "the real people 
represented by the growth 
rates, the fertility treads and 
the mortality statistics." 

In Jordan, Queen Noor 
added, “because of our emph- 
asis on the individual as both 
the means and the goal of 
development, we have 
achieved significant domestic 
political transformation, eco- 
nomic restructuring and re- 
gional realignments in the last 
five years without suffering any 
significant tension." 

The Queen also emphasised 
the role of the woman of the 
family as “the most effective 
agent of social change-” She 
added that democratic, parti- 
cipatory political systems are 
also vital to the success of any 
strategy aimed at achieving 
sustainable economic and 
population growth. 

In conclusion, the Queen 
said that the many preparatory 
meetings "should bring us to 
the Cairo conference with a 
realistic consensus on effective 
strategies for concerted nation- 
al and regional action to prom- 
ote sustainable development 
and to identify better ways of 
fostering nmtuaUy-remforcmg 
relationships between people, 
their environments and their 
economies." 

Queen Noor concluded on a 
positive note saying "the cur- 
rent perception of population 
growth as a global threat can 
be transformed into an historic 
opportunity — if we see the 
people of the world, including 
the poor, as an asset and a 
source of creativity, hard work 
and problem-solving.” 

The conference was 
attended by Elliot Milstem, 
president of American Uni- 
versity, Clovis Maksoud, direc- 
tor of the Center for the Study 
of the Global South, Nafis 
Sadik, director of UNFPA 
(The United Nations Popula- 
tion Fund) as well as other 
academicians, population ex- 
perts and representatives of 
international organisations. 

Queen addresses . 
wqroen’s conference 



ment ratio has doubled from 39 
per cent to 78 per cent. 

Female literacy has more 
than doubled in the last two 
decades, and while in 1950 girls 
made up less than 25 per cent 
of primary school students in 
Jordan, today they account for 
exactly 50 per cent, she 
pointed out. The Queen also 
commended the fact that while 
in 1950 only a handful of 
Jordanian women attended 
university, today 52 per cent of 
all college and university stu- 
dents in Jordan are women. 

Due to these advances in 
women's education and aware- 
ness, the Arab states of the 
Middle East have achieved 
among the fastest gains in in- 
fant immunization and mortal- 
ity reduction in the world, she 
added. 

The Queen noted that in 
Jordan, experience has proven 
that the “empowerment and 
participation of women,” is an 
essential key to the develop- 
ment process. 

Queen Noor then discussed 
Jordan's experience with de- 
velopment, based on commun- 
ity participation, and highlights 


through education arid training 
is the single most important 
factor in human j develop- 
ment." 

Referring to Jordan as a 
model to be emulated. Queen 
Noor said, “we have tried to 
build on foundations of our 
social values and traditions 
(and) to use these traditions 
that people are famUitir and 
1 comfortable with as a starring 
' point for developing awareness 
of their roles, particularly 
, women’s role m development 
,and then the community’s 
1 sense of itself and of whait it is 
capable of doing in an ind epen- 
dent, self-reliant way rather 
than depending on the go vem- 
iment to provide all of its 
[needs. " I 

i The development of demo- 
cratic decision-making systems 
on a community level, said 
■pueeu Noor, is pan oil the 
larger democratic transfcWa- 
tton that is taking plac^e in 
Jbrdan and the region; b-iit in 
our projects, “we have tried to 
short-cut the time that it usual- 
ly- takes for this kind of politic- 
al 'process to percolate down." 
•• ■jThe Queen ended ; her 


‘ After Tbi ghfi^SSi g the Ea^®^fie^uCM'4t^£lressed 


dimensional nature of popula 
tion issues. Queen Noor said 
that, “integrated national de- 
velopment policies that are 
based on grassroots participa- 
tion, gender equity, and en- 
vironmental protection are the 
most likely to achieve the de- 
sired combination of sustain- 
able economic growth and 
population stabilization.” 

The Queen referred to the 
last International Conference 
on Population and Develop- 
ment which she addressed in 


: ed;thej advantages;: "pf such ap, :3 , acj^ress ■ vdth a;- discussion .. of, 
approach which , differs from/ pe?ce-maker,‘ 


a women's conference in Loaf) vibe.' i^radiriopal I elopmenifc o/a-^e^e giem jgi^ft-fi^nsistent 


don In which she also discussed 
the importance of the role of 
women in development and of 
a participatory decision-mak- 
ing process in the political and 
socio-economic development 
of countries. 

She gave examples of the 
important and dramatic prog- 
ress achieved by Middle East- 
ern women in recent decades 
and noted that during the last 
three decades the average 
female primary school enrol- 


approach of governments dic- 
tating policy from the top 
down. 

• She cited numerous exam- 
ples of Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) develop- 
ment projects that have helped 
some of the poorest communi- 
ties in Jordan. These projects, 
the Queen said, have demons- 
trated that “direct participa- 
tion and the empowerment of 
all members of the community 
— especially women — 


effoirts at promoting a negoti- 
ated resolution to the /vrab- 
IsraqK conflict. 

According to a spokesperson 
from her office. Queen TNoor 
has accepted an invitetioip by 1 
the Centre for Development 
and Population Activities to 
serve bn the Global Commit- 
tee fori the coming Cairo con- 
ference). The committee’s bur- 
pose is to honour women! in[the 
field oi[ population arid ! de- 
velopment. 


IN APPRECIATION: 
Minister of Information 
Jawad Anani Sunday pre sent s 
Project Manager of the MEJD- 
Media Project with a token 
gift in appreciation of his 
efforts in contributing to the 
success of several training 
courses for the Jordan News 
Agency’s (Petra) staff. Dr. 
Anani expressed appreciation 
of the project’s activities 
which were jointly financed 
by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC), Dutch 
Radio and the European Un- 
ion (EU). He also emphasised 
the need to continue coopera- 
tion between the MED-Media 
Project and the ministry. In 
the ceremony held by Petra to 
honour Mr. Greene, the pro- 
ject manager outlined the fu- 
ture plans of the project and 
said he was ready to train 
more journalists and^ techni- 
cians. (Petra photo) 



Civil protection experts look into 
disaster prevention methods 


, By Rana Hussemi 

■Special to the Jordan Times 

'AMMAN — It is obvious 
that human life is faced daily 
with dangers because tech- 
nological advances have in- 
creased the chances of hazar- 
dous events occuring. said 
lyiinister of Interior Salameh 
Ham mad. 

i Addressing the opening of 
tile Fifth 'World Conference 
oi H Civil Protection Sunday, 
M|r. Hamm ad said that civil 
wars and natural disasters are 
eqjually threatening to the 
wcnld’s population. 

lpeputising for His Royal 
Hi i eh ness Crown Prince Has- 
son L Mr. Hammad thanked 
the United Nations for con- 
sick sring the current decade as 
the decade of disaster pro- 
ven tion and for the resultant 
stucoies that will aid in train- 
ing citizens and delineating 
the {responsibilities of nation- 
al i institutions worldwide in 
this , important field. 

Tne two-day meeting is de- 
sign.bd to provide a forum for 
civil) protection professionals 
to exchange experiences with 
a vie rw to devising a universal- 
ly recognised definition of 
civil {protection. 

The international meeting, 
which is organised by the 
International Civil Defence 
Organisation (ICDO) in 
coopelration with the Jorda- 
nian Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (iCDD), brings together 
representatives of more than 
32 countries and 10 special- 
ised international organisa- 
tions to exchange knowledge 
regarding civil and environ- 
mental \ protection, and mea- 
sures i(o be taken during 
national disasters. 

Sadelk Ranadi. secretary 
general [of the ICDO praised 
Jordan l[or hosting this meet- 
ing, the first of its kind in this 
part of the world. 

"This! event would not 
have been organised, but 



Minister of Interior Salameh Hammad (centre) 
Sunday addresses the opening session of the Fifth 
World Conference on Chrfl Protection. Also on 
the podium are Civil Defence Department Direc- 


tor General ACT Ghoul and Secretary 
General oF the International Ctvtt Defence Orga- 
nisation Sadek Ranadi (right) (Petra photo) 


humanitarian responsibility 
spurred these countries and 
organisations to participate,*' 
Mr. Ranadi said. 

The ICDO chief explained 
that the organisation was 
established in 1931 as a non- 
governmental organisation. 
In 1972 it became an interna- 
tional organisation based in 
Geneva. The ICDO works in 
close collaboration with 
humanitarian organisations, 
and in 1994 there were 43 
countries registered as mem- 
bers in the ICDO. 

Lieutenant General Afif 
Ghoul, director general of 
the CDD, said it was an 
honour for Jordan to host this 
conference to give a chance 
for participants to study and 
exchange experiences in the 
work of protecting people’s 
lives and properties and study 
international cooperation in 
this area. 


The CDD chief said “our 
daily life in this era is becom- 
ing hazardous, add to it natu- 
ral and technological disas- 
ters. which are effecting de- 
velopment." 

The first day’s discussions 
included a paper by Driss 
Bensari. Director of the 
National Centre for Coor- 
dination of Planning of Scien- 
tific and Technical Research 
in Morocco. 

Dr. Bensari reviewed the 
vulnerability of disaster-prone 
areas which, he said, are in- 
creasing because of over-ex- 
ploitation, and lead to an 
increase in flooding, defore- 
station, erosion and drought. 

The demand for relief 
assistance is likely to increase 
because of increased vulner- 
ability, he said. 

In another session. Bemd 
Huber, general manager of 
the Warning and Information 


System Division of Hoer- 
mann GMBH in Germany, 
called on local and national 
authorities and affected com- 
munities to adjust their insti- 
tutional arrangements to im- 
plement integrated risk man- 
agement. 

Today the conference will 
resume its discussion on 
topics including ambulance 
management, the role of re- 
lief agencies in organising 
first-aid missions, rebuilding 
after disasters, civil protec- 
tion in Senegal, public safety- 
in energy institutes in Jordan, 
the citizen's role in forest fire 
prevention, civil protection in 
Switzerland, and constructing 
civil protection in Panama. 

The conference will con- 
clude this evening with dis- 
cussions of the working pap- 
ers and the submission of 
resolutions and recommenda- 
tions. 


IHit-^nd-ruii 
accident 
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AMMAN —[■ An eight-year- 
old girl was killed and 
another six-yrear-old girl was 
listed in criti|cal condition in 
two separate hit-and-run 
accidents Saturday, accord- 
ing to police reports. 

Abeer Nay ef (8) of Balqa 
was returning home from 
school when she was struck 
by car, a neighbour who wit- 
nessed the i accident told 
police. | 

Another witness gave 
police a description of the car 
and the driver. 

Police declined to reveal: 
details. i 

In Ramtha. Ghoufran 
Mohammad (6) was also re- 


turning home! 


with her schoolmates when 


she was hit by 
who fled the 


from school 


a trailer driver 


scene. 

Police received informa- 
tion on the trailer from wit- 
nesses to the accident. They 
said they are- searching for 
the trailer driver. 

As of Sunday evening 
police were still searching for 
.both hit-and-irun drivers. 

A Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) official uiged all 
citizens to report any acci- 
dents, specialty hit-and-run 
incidents, and give details 
that could help lead police to 
those responsible. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

■fr Belgian film entitled “Het Gezin Van Paemel” 
(The Van Paand Family) at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 5:00 pjn. 

te French Wm entitled ‘Max Et Jeremie” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p m. 

FILM 

Jr Film entitled “A MflUon Years Before Christ” at 
he Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture at 5:00 
pjm- 

SHAKESPEAREAN DAY 

☆ Lecture in English by Sue Cokyfl, senior produc- 
er at the BBC, and Pat Friday, Head of Engfish 
and Theatre Studies at the Stratford- upon Avon 
Grammer School for Girls, on “Tragedy In 
-WHfiroi&akespeare’s Art” to be followed by a 

'&Auw Of “Macbeth” at A1 Hassan Ben Talal 
Auditorium at the University of Jordan at 2:00 
p.m. 

* Shakespearean open day at the British Council, 
off First Cirde at 7:00 pjn. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Jr The Second International Stationery Exhibition 
at the Wodd Exhibition Centre, University Road 
(TeL 847113). 

-6- Book exhibition at Amman University. 

-fr Exhibition by Egyptian artist Shalabiya Ibrahim 
at Baladna Art GaQary (Td. £78589). 

if Exhibition of spring paintings by Dr. All A1 Ghoul 
at Orfafi Art GaBery (Tel. 826932). 

* “Spring Exhibition 1994” at the Jordan Plastic 
Art Association GaBery (TeL 699914). 

* Exhibition by artist Pfcrween A) Sarraf at Aba’ad 
Art GaBery (10:06 a-m.-&00 p.m.) (TeL 819861). 

if Exhibition by Iraq! artists Hayfa Habeeb and 
Farouk Hassan at Alla Art GaBery. 

* Exhibition entitled “Return to Nature” al the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

■ft “The Amman-Baghdad exhibition” by Artist 
Ahmad Al Shaikhali at the Royal Cnitnral Centre. 

it Ceramics exhibition by artist Isam Nseirat at .the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 


■ft Exhibition 'M Jordanian herbs at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre: 

* Flower exit ibition entitled ‘‘The Flower Bridge 
Between Joi dan and Palestine” at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Fa msdation in Jabflll Aman (llkOO a.m. 

■Vb.OO pjn.) (Td! 679166) 

☆ Computer KKhibition at the /^mman International 
Auto Exhibi turn. 

☆ Art exhibitk n by artist Ahmed Nawar at Ballca* 
Art Gallery pa Fnhds (daily 
8:00 p.m.) ( Td. 720902). 


Grom 10:00 a.m. to 


musical performance 


A one-bom 
classical 
building at 
1:00 p.m.) 


show of a videotaped variety of 
miusic at the student multi-purpose 
(be University of Jlordan (12:00 noon- 


Lecturein 
Life” by SI 
Al Rifa’i 

1:00 p.m. 


LECTURE: 


Arabic entitled “Man’s Objectives in 
jirikh Dr. Da wood /U Fa’onri at Samir 
Auditorium, Uni varsity of Jordan at 


AMO plans to double flower exports 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
last year exported 136 tonnes 
of flowers to Arab and Euro- 
pean countries, and the Agri- 
cultural ; Marketing Organisa- 
tipn.(AMO) plans to double 
tins 'amount' over the next 
three-years by increasing ex- 
ports to eastern Europe and 
Arab countries, according to 
AMO Director Salem Al 
Lawzi. 

Jordan stopped importing 
flowers in 1985. and the AMO 
has been encouraging commer- 
cial floriculturists and facilitat- 
ing the marketing of their pro- 
ducts abroad, said Dr. Lawzi. 

Referring to agricultural ex- 
ports, Dr. Lawzi said a total of 


12,000 tonnes of various pro- 
ducts were exported to Arab 
and European markets in the 
first quarter of 1994. 

He added, that this amount .. 
was three ’times that exported, 
during the same period last 
year. He attributed the signifi- 
cant increase to the efforts of 
the newly-formed Society for 
Exporting Fruits and Veget- 
ables. 


Dr. Lawzi said the AMO is 
planning Jordan’s participation 
in agricultural fairs to be held 
this year in Lebanon. France 
and the United Kingdom. 

As a rule, the AMO allows 
export's of all types of agri- 
cultural products and permits 
imports of potatoes, onions, ap- 
ples and garlic, produce that is 
currently in short supply, said 
Dr. Lawzi. 



Under the Royal Patronage 
The First Middle Eastern Regional Symposium 
Ikebana International - Amman 

The Ikebana International - Jordan Chapter, will host the 1st Middle 
Eastern Regional symposium for flower Arranging — Japanese style 

May 7 - 11, 1994. 

The Jordan Chapter has the pleasure to invite you to participate in this 
exciting event and to benefit from this opportunity. 

We are honoured to have with us Mr. Senei Ikenobo, Head Master of 
Ikenobo School in Japan and Mrs. Banti Pereira, Grand Master of Ohara 
School from Italy, to conduct workshops, hold exhibitions and highlight 
the symposium with demonstrations. 

The Programme: 

Sunday May 8 

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 Ikenobo School workshop (1) 

9:30 a.m.-11:30 Ohara School workshop (2) 

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Demonstration Mr. Hashimoto 

Monday May 10 

12:30 Opening of exhibition followed by luncheon 

2:00 -3:30 p.m. Demonstration by Grand Master Mrs. Banti 

Tuesday May 11 

9:30 -11:30 Ikenobo School workshop (3) 

9:30 -11:30 Ohara School workshop (4) 

6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. Demonstration by Grand Master Mr. Ikenobo 

Wed. May 11 

9:30 - 11:30 Ikenobo School workshop (5) 

9:30 - 11:30 Ohara School workshop (6) 

If you wish to participate, choose three workshops and contact us for 
further information about fees and other details: 

Tel. 629443 

Tuesday April 5, Wednesday April 6, Thursday April 7. 

From 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Priority for early registrations. 
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Unity at right price 


INFATUATION with unity has dominated Arab 
political thinking since the early days of this 
century. One of the main principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt that Sherif Hussein of Mecca led 
against the Turks in 1916 was to unite the whole of 
Syria with the Hijaz. Jamal Abdul Nasser had built 
his reputation and won unprecedented popularity in 
the 1950s and 1960s as a champion of Arab unity. In 
1958 he merged his country, Egypt, with Syria. But 
that merger was short-lived; Syrian Baathist army 
officers, disgruntled with Egyptian hegemony over 
Syria, staged a coup in 1961 that ended the onion. 
Iraq and Jordan had their own experience, which is 
stfli being studied and researched to this day. 

In the mind of many Arabs, unity is the panacea 
for all our ills: Mainly it would end poverty and put 
an end to the weakness of the “nation.” Libya’s 
Colonel Muammar Qadhafi is the most ardent 
advocate of Arab unity. In the last 20 years Qadhafi 
had pacts of union with almost half the members of 
the Arab League. But all his attempts ended in 
failure. Most of those who agreed to unite their 
countries with Libya soon discovered that their 
goals were simply too distant to be attained. 

The latest attempt at Arab unity Is that of Yemen. 
Until 1990, the Yemen was two countries that only 
shared the name. North Yemen won independence 
from the Turks In 1918, but has remained a feudal 
and tribal society until now. Sooth Yemen won 
independence in 15167 after three centuries of 
colonial British rule. From 1967 till this point in 
time the south has been led by sworn Marxists. As 
such the southern Yemeni society has been influ- 
enced by both imperialist and leftist ideologies. In 
recent years, oil was discovered in commercial 
quantities in the south. But since successive r egimes 
in the south and the north were next to bankrupt, 
the elite in both countries opted for unity, since it 
could end poverty and create a stronger state. But 
that unity could not withstand its first test, last 
year’s parliamentary elections. The election results 
seem to have satisfied neither side’s elite. And since 
then the conflict has developed into near war. Now 
the south accuses the north of massin g chemical 
weapons and the north accuses Arab states — Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait of arming the south. 

So, what is wrong? Arab unity cannot and should 
not be imposed on the people by anyone. This has 
been demonstrated many times in Arab history. The 
lesson should not be missed. It was fortunate that 
not so much blood was shed when attempts failed. 
This time it seems that a civil war is going to break 
out. That should not be allowed to happen under 
any circumstances. The two Yemens lived apart for 
centuries; they can afford to wait a few more years 
until the real conditions for unity mature: 

Hopefolly, a meeting that looked possible Sunday 
in Oman between the Yemeni leaders might yet 
vindicate our hopes that the unity of Yemen would 
be consolidated rather than undermined. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


DESPITE ITS limited benefit to the Palestinians, U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 904 is considered a good step 
towards affirming the Palestinian people's rights. Saleh Al 
Qaliab, a columnist in Al Dustour. said Sunday. The presence 
of international observers in the occupied city of Hebron in 
implementation of that resolution is a clear recognition by. 
Israel that the West Bank and Gaza are occupied lands with 
people who require protection by the world community 
against danger posed to them by the occupation authorities, 
said the writer. Had all the previous U.N. Security Council 
resolutions been treated similarly and implemented, justice 
would have long been established, added the writer. Unlike 
the previous resolutions, which remained ink on paper, said 
t|ie writer, this resolution constitutes the first step towards the 
long promised autonomy rule which is hoped would lead to 
statehood for the Palestinians. The writer, however, warned 
the world community against Israel's possible manoeuvres 
against the observers* status, saying that the Israeli authorities 
or the settlers could take moves towards ending their 
presence. He urged the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO, to ensure the continued presence of observers and help 
Spread their presence throughout the occupied Arab lands. 

SAWT AL Shaab daily Sunday praised France and Japan for 
their prompt response’ to Jordan’s demand for an end to the 
siege on the port of Aqaba, stressing that the favourable 
response reflected the two countries respect for Jordan's 
policies and positives stand vis-a-vis the Middle East question. 
The paper said that the siege has caused so much damage to 
the national economy, prompting the Jordanian government 
to raise the problem with the world community to demand an 
end to injustice. The United States, which pians to send its 
secretary of state on a tour of the region, ought to realise the 
fact that the Kingdom would not be in a position to resume the 
negotiations with Israel at a time when its economy continues 
to suffer from sanctions, said the paper. The United States 
should take Jordan’s complainr very seriously and act now to 
end the injustice if it really is concerned with pursuing the 
peace process, added the paper. 


WASHINGTON WATCH 

A record number of 


ARAB-AMERICANS have every reason to be proud of their 
community's presence in the upcoming 1994 elections. 
Already, a record number of Arab-Americans (51) has 
announced their candidacies and qualified to run for public 
office. Among them are candidates for Senate and Congress 
on the federal level, governor, mayor and city council on the 
state and local level. 

In addition to Congressman Nick Rahali (Democrat, West 
Virginia) and two other incumbents, at least two other 
Arab-Americans will be running for Congress this year. One 
of them, Ray LaHood, a Republican from Illinois, is virtually 
assured of victory. Having won the Republican primary on 
March 15. he will face a weak Democratic challenge in his I 
largely Republican district in central Illinois. Less certain is J 
the bid of Brenda Elias, who is running for Congress in New / 
Hampshire. j 

Two very prominent Arab-Americans, both of whom are 
Democrats, are involved in gubernatorial races. One is Joel 
Ganim, a young and dynamic mayor running for governor \A 
Connecticut; the other is Eddie Basha, a popular an>d 
successful businessman who is running in Arizona. While it 
still early in the election cycle in both states, polls show botli 
candidates doing quite well. Their name recognition, is mat 
very high (though both have time and money to overconi e 
that), but what is quite promising about their polling numbe s 
is that both have been high favourable to unfavourable ratio ». 

The sole Arab-American Senatorial candidate this year is 
Spencer Abraham, a nationally prominent Republican activi st 
running in the Republican primary in Michigan. Mr. Abrahti m 
faces a stiff challenge from the daughter of Michigan's form er 
Republican governor George Romney. Polls show the cana li- 
dates locked in a very dose battle. j 

All of these major candidates are receiving strong Araib- 
American support for their efforts, and none has hesitated /to 
claim his/her ethnidty or to appear at Arab-American even.ts. 

A more detailed rundown of these selected other Arab- 
American races appears below: / ' 

Nick Joe Rahali. a nine-term Democratic Representative 
from West Virginia, faces the voters again this year ini] his 
state's 3rd Congressional District. Mr. Rahali, is high-ranking 
member of the Natural Resources Committee, and the Puiblic 
Works and Transportation Committee where he chaired the 
subcommittee on Surface Transportation. He is proud off his 
Lebanese heritage and has enthusiastically lent his suppeirt to 
Arab-American empowerment efforts. He has also b«ren a 
very active supporter of the Clinton administration's legisla- 
tive initiatives, including votes in favour of the Family and 
Medical Leave Act. and the president's economic stimulus and 
budget plans. 

Pat Danner, a freshman Democratic Representative^ from 
Missouri’s 6th Congressional District is in for a challenging 
race this fall, she has the solid backing of her party/, after 
emerging with an absolute majority in an eight-way primary 
last year, but because she is only in her first term Grs nd Old 
Party (GOP), will try to dislodge her. A member of the: Public 
Works and Small Business Committees, Ms. Danner v-ited for 
the Family and Medical Leave Act and the President Bill 
Ginton’s economic stimulus plan but against his I budget 
reconciliation plan which included both new taxes and 
spending cuts. Ms. Danner is in favour of creating a trjust fund 
for any new tax receipts, which would be used tc 1 cut the 
deficit. 

Ray LaHood recently won the Republican nomin ation for 
the seat of retiring U.S. Representative and House, Minority 
Leader Bob Michel (11-8). The 18th district is two-thirds 
Republican and Mr. Lahood won 50 per cent of th<i Republi- 
can vote and 17.000 more votes than the Democratic} nominee. 
Prior to his run for federal office, Mr. LaHood had served as 
: the State Representative in the Illinois General Assembly. He 
has extensive experience in national politics, fiestas staff, 
director for Congressman Tom Railsback and most i recently as 
chief of staff for Congressman Michel. Among /the central 
tenants of his campaign are economic development and a 
dedication to constituent service. I 

Brenda Elias is a candidate for the Republican /nomination 
for Congress for New Hampshire’s 2nd Congressiojnal District. 
The district is traditionally Republican, but is now held by 
two-term Representative Dick Swett. Ms. Elias J the former 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY. APRIL 4, 1994 


By Dr. James Zogby 


rab- Americans running for office in 1994 


! 

Mayor of Franklin^ is basing hjer candidacy on her strong 
record of fiscal restraint — having achieved budget surpluses 
in her last three . Franklin budgets — combined with a 
relatively liberal seance on social issues including a strong 
pro-choice position. She has beer} endorsed by popular former 
governor Meldrim/ Thomson in tljie primary; and the Republi- 
can Congressional Campaign Committee has pledged to 
heavily back the winner of the Republican primary in the fall 
election. 

Joe Ganim, the mayor of Bridgeport, is a candidate for the 
Democratic Party’s gubernatorial nomination. Mr. Ganim has 
the strong support of Bridgeport Connecticut's (the second 
largest city in the state) which reelected him with 80 per cent of 
the vote last N ovember. Mr. Ganim is the only one of the four 
candidates in /the Democratic primary to have executive 
experience in /government, and will be able to point to his 
strong record, lof bringing Bridgeport back from bankruptcy 
and the dynarriic programmes he instituted to deal with a host 
of social problems. The central tenets of his campaign are 
fiscal responsibility, including dramatic reductions in the state 
income and/ property taxes and cutting state spending; 
aggressively /combatting crime by tightening gun laws and 
increasing sentences for violent offenders; and emphasising 
the role of' /public education.; 

Eddie EUtsha, a supermarket magnate in Arizona, is making 
a bid for thp Democratic nomination for governor. A member 
of the stati* Board of Regents and an ex-member of the state 
Board of j 'Education, Mr. Basha is pursuing an outsider 
strategy, phile accentuating •, his business experience and 
advocacy jfor children and education. 

“All (ii najor Arab-American) candidates 
are rn reiving strong Arab-American 
suppont for their efforts, and none has 
hesitated to claim his/her ethnicity or to 
appean at Arab-Amlerican events.” 


E. Spencer Abraham is a candidate for the U.S. Senate seat 
to be yaccitedlby Donald Riegle (MI). Previously, Abraham 
had served As co-chairman pf the National Republican 
Congressional Committee and qleputy chief of staff for former 
vice president Dan Quayle. From 1983 to 1991, he was 
chairman of the Michigan Republican Party. Mr. Abraham 
has a broad base of support among Michigan Republicans and 
business leaders, including three-quarters of all county chairs 
and all the vice-chairs of the ^Republican State Committee. 
The /foundation of his campaign are fighting tax increases 
while cutting spending, strong anti-crime initiatives, and 
over lauling the health care system with targeted reforms and 
an eyre towards a more market driven plan. 

T1 e Arab-American comm utnity in Michigan has full slate of 
candidates running for office at the local and state level. A 
profile of some of more prominent races includes: 

P< :ter Nicolas is a candidate! for the Democratic nomination 
for s mayor of Ann Arbor. Michigan. A two-term member of 
the city council, Mr. Nicolas has earned respect for his 
undi srstanding and knowledge' of issues facing the city. Coming 
as he does from a majority- (Republican district, Mr. Nicolas 
has shown an ability to put together winning coalitions across 
pan san lines. In his bid for mayor he is building on his solid 
record as a social liberal as shown by his support for the 
domestic partnership law and as an advocate for affordable 
housing; but he has also acquired a reputation for standing up 
to spending requests that, are fiscally irresponsible. 

Michael Bouchard, a Republican State Senator from Michi- 
gan's 1 6th district, is running for reelection this year. A small 
businessman and 12-year veteran police officer who also 
servjed as a state representative, Mr. Bouchard bases his 
reeljection bid on his successful tenure in the state senate. He 
has /worked to make the state government more responsive to 
driven concerns, and to protect the interest of his district. 

Tracey A. Yokich is standing for reelection as state 
representative from Michigan's 26th district. A Democratic 
incumbent, Ms. Yokich has been very active on environmental 


It’s time Israelis drank their bitter cup 


By Emile Habibi 

NAZARETH — An old Arab 
says that Jews celebrate their 
feasts around gardens, Christ- 
ians inside kitchens and Mus- 
lims around graveyards. This 
year, at the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan, the Arab 
residents of the West Bank 
town of Hebron had a tragic 
new reason to keep this old 
tradition. 

The lifting of a round-the- 
clock curfew of a few hours on 
March il was barely enough 
time for the Arab residents of 
Hebron to visit the new graves 
of beloved ones, victims of the 
massacre at the shrine of Abra- 
ham in Hebron on Feb. 25.. 
Since that date, the land has 
been cloaked with sorrow and 
shame. 

The sorrow of the bereaved 
families is blended with the 
shame of all those who refused 
to anticipate the possibility of 
such a crime. 

Negotiators on all sides in 
the current peace talks have 
mainly been interested in 
whether the Palestinians can 
peacefully coexist with Israel. 
No one dared ask whether 
Israel was capable of peaceful 
coexistence with the Palesti- 
nians. 

Yet there is no alternative 
but to believe that the peace 
process will overcome the 
Hebron ordeal. 

All but the most militant 
Palestinians recognise that re- 
conciliation with Israel is the 
only salvation. Our determina- 
tion to survive was born out of 
such ordeals. 

The 1956 massacre by Israeli 
border police at Kfor Kasim, 
an Arab village in Israel, which 
claimed 49 lives, only streng- 
thened the attachment of 
Israel's Arabs to their home- 
land. 

As for our Israeli Jewish 
brothers and sisters, they have 
also shown that they are here 
to stay. 

If it weie not for this mutual 
recognition between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis — of the 
impossibility of forcing either 
people from their only home- 



land — this historic reconcilia- 
tion could nor jbe achieved. 

Since the united Nations 
partition of 1947, most Palesti- 
nians have understood that our 
national conflict with Israel 
could not be resolved through 
one nation annihilating the 
other, as in centuries past. 

The fact is that my people, 
the Palestinian people, were 
always the ones who were 
threatened with being forced 
to leave. Thus Israel’s recogni- 
tion of the Palesine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). which 
continues to fight fot Palesti- 
nian self-determination, is a 
great achievement, and it can- 
not be altered either my mas- 
sacres or by extremists on 
either side. 

Yet one cannot g,o on pre- 
ending that nothing has 
changed after the H&bron mas- 
sacre. This month Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said he 
did not dare even no imagine 
"what the reaction of the Jews 
would be if an Arab madman 
were to commit a rrtassacre 
against Jewish worshippers in 
the shrine of Abrciham.” 

Sober-minded and responsi- 
ble Israeli politicians cannot 
allow themselves ilhe luxury of 
presuming that they will be 
able to keep every faction 
under control, even if they 
have the best and! most soph- 
isticated security. 


Mo st Palestinians and 
Israel s have concluded that we 
have j ;one too far in the peace 
proce ss to turn back, and that 
we iri ust put odr faith in the 
future :. Palestinian leaders who 
suppq-rt the pe^ce agreement 

I drink dae bitter cup of 
leir people thar they 
a very/ high price for 

: a seiure future in 
lelandJ almost as high 
me the mother was 
to pay in King Solo- 
iurt: s^ie would have 
her child to save it. 
ave the help of 
us and honest Israeli 
olleagues, exemplary 
lefence of mutual rec- 
ognition. Yeti' many Israeli 
leaders, especially among the 
politicians, refuse to tell their 
pe; ople that they must reach 
out to the Palestinians; they 
hn ve nobody else to rely on in 
th«: long run. 

fn Arabic we have a saying: 
"£ ven if your beloved one 
wc re made of honey, do not 
siM :k it all." There is a limit to 
the endurance of the Palesti- 
ne ns. an ancient people with a 
ric l legacy, as with any other 
, pei >ple. But their endurance is 
their pledge of their belief in 
the future. 

IVe, Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. are already fated to be 
bop again as Siamese tyvins. 
We hope the rest of the>jvorld 


WLil Ji! J— M- KAHIL 

has already understood that 
true solidarity with one is con- 
tingent on true solidarity with 
the other. There is no alterna- 
tive. 

Palestinians and Israelis 
alike have a duty to stand up to 
.our own extremists. Yet the 
Israeli extremists are the real 
threat, not only to the peace 
process bnt also to the future 
of Israel itself. That much has 
been proved by the Hebron 
massacre. Israel needs to show 
by its actions that it can live in 
peace with the Arab World. 

It was Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres, in his report 
to the Knesset on Baruch 
Goldstein’s massacre at Heb- 
ron, who said: “Only God 
almighty knows the way out of 
what this damned man has 
done to us. The norms of 
peaceful coexistence have been 
frustrated and we should not 
underestimate the dangers." 

God always knows. What is 
new is the encouraging begin- 
ning of recognition by Israeli 
leaders and the Israeli people 
that they can no longer hesitate 
to drink their own bitter cup. 


The writer, a novelist, was 
awarded the . 1990 Jerusalem 

Medal for Pales tinian Kfw ^. 

tare. This comment Is re- 
printed from The New York 
Tunes. 


issues including 

and is a pnmary sponsor of a group or ^ Ms _ Yoldch’s 

ArSeriT' 

others involve powerful Arab-Amencan incumbents, such as 
roeake^of 1 the Tennessee State House of Re poetf*™ 
Jimmy Naifeh and State Assemblywoman Ruffi J^ph of 
Maine. Another involves a first-generation Palesoman- 
American from just outside Washington, Da— 

Tim Nader, currently the mayor of Chula Vista, isTunmog 
in a special election to fill a vacant seat in (^hfornia s TOth 
Assembly District. A former prosecutor, Mr. Nader is basing 
much of his campaign on his success as mayor d^ing up 
crime and gangs in his city. In 

against gangs and drug dealers, Mr. Nader is an advocate of 
pushing environmental technology as a means of economic- 
growth, and will be taking his record of fiscal responsibility 
he balanced his city’s budget three straight years - to 
Sacramento where, if recent budget deficits are any indication, 

it is sorely needed. _ . 

Eugene Moses is a candidate for. the 24th State Senate seat 
in California, encompassing the cities of Alhambra, Azusa, 
Balwin Park, El Monte, La Peunte, Monterey Park, 
Rosemead, and San Gabriel. Currently in his sixth term as 
mayor of Azusa, Mr. Moses is known as the Dean of 
Mayors” in the San Gabriel Valley and has built a reputation ■ 
for fighting for the rights of seniors, veterans and the 
hard-working taxpayer. His fundamental strengths include the 
largest volunteer base in the San Gabriel Valley_ and wide 
spread support from local officeholders, community leaders 
and political activists. Mr. Moses is running on a platform of 
open government and constituent service and promises to • 
continue putting people first as a State Senator. 

Jimmy Naifeh, speaker of the Tennessee House of Repre- 
sentatives, is up for reelection again this fall. Mr. Naifeh is-a 
long-time member of the Democratic leadership in the state 
house, having served three terms as majority leader and two 
terms as speaker, and has received numerous awards for his 
successful legislative work. A partial listing of awards he has 
received for his legislative achievements gives a hint of the 
impact he has bad: Legislator of the Year Award from the 
Tennessee School Boards Association, the Tennessee District 
Attorney’s Generals Conference and the Harry Burns and 
Good Guys Award from the Women's Political Caucus. 

Ruth Joseph is running for election to her 7th term in the - 

• Maine House of Representative, District 98. Ms. Joseph is 
currently the House Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on 
State and Local Government and serves on a number of other 
Joint Standing Committee in the House. She was recently 
selected to represent the U.S. and Maine State Governments 
in Japan on issues of health care, elder care and trade. The 
National Conference of State Legislatures has appointed her 
to numerous committees involving commerce, health care and 
economic development. Ms. Joseph has been a long-time 
champion of education funding, economic development in 
Maine job creation and affordable comprehensive health care. 

Joe Rafidi is running for the Democratic nomination for the 
15th Maryland Assembly District. A first generation 
Palestinian-American, Mr. Rafidi would be the first Arab- 
American to win a state-level office his campaign succeed. 
Active in politics for 25 years and a Jimmy Carter delegate to 
1976 Democratic Convention, Mr. Rafidi will be one of 
perhaps eight Democrats (none of whom are incumbents) 
running for three slots on the November ballot.* Mr. Rafidi 
takes an integrated approach to dealing with the issues of his 
district, stressing the impact of crime not only on the citizenry, 
but also on the businesses and education; and hopes to take a 
more foresighted and proactive approach to issues such as 
urban planning to the state capital. 

The writer is President of the Washington-based Arab- American 

Institute. 


LETTERS 


A zero-some show 


To the Editor: 


THE DIFFERENCE between innovation and imitation, be- 
tween creativity and copying, is no less evident than the 
difference between natural and plastic beauty. 

Mor - j anything else in the world, such a nuance should be 
the guidebook of everyone who works in the media, which some 
people like to identify as the fourth estate. 

The above statement or judgement was warranted by the 
Eftes” J ° rdan Television ' of the new news show* “60. 

[withheld my comments until now simply because I have 
heard many remarks on the first show, which was aired on 

""S’ My rea P tion t0 those remarks was 
JSStSf i, Tu 0uI ? ”°P ' or t* modified or upgraded. If 
h , P ^, n< 5' 1116 only conclusion would that no one axed 
enough to interfere one way or the other! 

. ^ en l wa tched the very talked about new show I was 
impressed and dismayed at the same time 

certairriv I! J - °2J r ^* e ^hind this show. It 

7 /as ■ 0°“ decision to “borrow” the name of a most 

‘ nVeSU8at ive show - and insert it on the 

or 1 ^^ 

g aas tsfjja; 

io Finally. for imitation, I give the show 10; for creativity I take 


Salim Ayonb 
Amman . . 


2?* and ^tn'bunbns from its 
for publication, howS^Sou^emt^Js’ U ? ters intended 
and preferably address as well be V™ er ’ s m name 

upon request and on,y 

subject to editing. ^eV^t^ n mstances - Letters are 
return of unused manuscrip?. 1 ^ responsible for the 
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Human Rights File 


* ►Expanding minority rights 

By Waieed Sadi 

body e ntrustedtv^^|^ mandate^f 6 ' th - in . temationaI treaty 
and implementation of m . onnonn g the application 

and Political Riehu^hi^ ^entnt on Civil 

determination the to self- 

invoke under the ontinn^'^ 11 ^ ? ght lllat a P®* 011 may 
lS-member tribunal P reach tenant. The 

articulating its int^remtiS^nf A^ < ? n Sf ,S ?‘l when " was 
minority rights in f 1 PaS*? 0f l - he covenam on 

self-determi^ril> v- Jt “"eluded that unlike the right of 

minori^S^e hS 15 ju ? lcia . bJc under lh e protocol, 

minority aSmt ^signed to individual members of 

remedy! * ** that “ n ** ,nvoke d as basis for seeking a 

also negate to proposition that minority rights are 

~k^£SL n £?s the “ nte ? of which s«dMdffi£S 

5 **} ° f their linguistic or 

arSlhaflh ** VIO i ate f 1 - B y toe same token, it could be 
I he "fib? to .self-determination is a right 

such neoDle thp riitt *5 dlsan S uished a member of anv 
np.^LffSP*’’ - n ^? 1 every person belonging to a certain 

of the riah^f rc { rig . ht to vote for sample in furtherance 
SJfhr X ° f S J 1 ^detennination is also an individual right that 
Sen Jt Justiciable under the optional protocol of the 

the covenant speaks strictly of peoples when it 
t . SSS % ofself-determination. “55l ?Spl«” !! 

* * S i £. av ? nght . 10 self-determination," by^rtue of 
which they freely determine their political status and pursue 

SSno^h^fJlI 110, t nd cu 1 ^ 1 development. On the 

sti^ength of tins reading, the committee has not been able to go 
as far as finding an individual right in the right to self- 
determination. Yet this present jurisprudence may change 
with time as indeed some countries have begun to state a 
counter position on it. In a recent meeting on women ri^ts. 
The Dutch representative defended her country’s position on 
legalised prostitution on the basis that women as individuals 
have a nght to determine their future and choice of profession 
Granted, not many states would go that far in interpreting the 
nght to self-determination, it is still conceivable that the 
jurisprudence of the body that interprets the articles of the 
covenant would soon move in that direction just as it did in 
seeing both an individual and a collective right when it 
C °\* truC ^ ed ^ import of Article 27 on minority rights. 

Minority rights under the International Human Rights 
Treaty do not cover political rights but are confined to 
linguistic, cultural and religious rights. The absence of any 
reference to political rights means that members of a minority 
do not enjoy special political rights over and above what the 
rest of tbeir countrymen enjoy. This construction comes in 
stark contrast will, Jordan’s outlook on minority rights under 
which minorities are entitled to specific political rights that are 
distinguishable from the political rights of the majority. 
Article 27 is quite clear on this point. “In thohe states in which 
ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist L persons belong- 
ing to such minorities shall not be denued the right, in 
community with the other members of their group, to enjoy 
their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or 
to use their own language." There is no; mention of any 
political right to have special minority representation in 
parliament. To be sure there was an attempt to include 
political rights among the rights that minority members can be 
.. entitled to when the covenant was drafted but all in the late 
^ seventies such efforts were in vain. Still it is conceivable that in 
the future. Article 27 could be amended in oirder to encompass 
reference to political rights as well. 

Till that moment comes members of minorities must be 
satisfied with what they have now in terms of rights and 
privileges under Article 27. Meanwhile individuals can be 
expected also to push for greater recognition of their personal 
rights under the right to self-determination by insisting' on 
regarding their individual rights to elect their representatives 
in parliament as also a personal right that compliments their 
collective right to determine their future a.nd course of their 
political, economic and cultural development. 

Eternally true 


By Susan Refiner 


The writer is a columnist for 
the Baltimore Sun. The arti- 
cle is reprinted from the Jeru- 
salem Post 

IN THIS world of shifting 
sands and shifting values, we 
need some things that we can 
count on to be true, always and 
forever. I am grateful to ail the 
women who nave made these 
truths known to me: 

— Tell two children to get 
«d of their gum before going 
rato church. The boy will 
either swallow it or drop it off 
the top of the three-storey 
parking garage to see what 
happens. The girl will ask you 
to nold ‘it. 

— You have only received a 
really special gift from your 
husband if you feel like you 
ought to insure It. It is not a 
special gift if it plugs in. 

— If you put something on 
the steps to go upstairs, men 
will walk past it 99 times out of 
100. On their 100th trip up the 
stairs, they will call out to you, 
complaining that if you keep 
putting stuff on the steps, 
someone will fall and get hurt. 

— If you want your children 
to put on their shoes for 
school, you have to start telling 
them the nigbt before. 

— When your husband re- 
turns from a business trip, he 
will be yearning for your 
spaghetti and time with the 
kids. You will want to eat 
anything at all that has not 
been cooked by you and is not 
shared with children. 

— When your children begin 

participating in sports, you will 
seek for them the kind of coach 
. who is a nurturing adult who 
can give them quality instruc- 
tion they need to succeed. But 
after a while, you will not care 
who is coaching, so long as 
■ your chil d is on a team with rbe 
other kids in the neighbour- 
hood; so you don't have to 
wrive to every practice. 

■ If your children go to bed 
with their pajamas on back- 
.wards, it will snow and schools 
. will be closed. If you absolute- 
ly have to get to work, it wju 
.snow and schools will be 
closed. If vou don’t think you 
can get through one more snow 


day. and if your children are 
actually \ getting bored with 
snow days, it will snow and 
schools will be closed. 

— Television sitcoms . about 
families that include a sardonic 
mother, a zany kind of off- 
centre husband and smart- 
mouth kids are not entertain- 
ment. It is not diverting or 
escapist you live it every day. 
Shows such as Dynasty, where 
everyonle dressed for dinner, 
where breakfast was served 
from silver chafing dishes and 
where tihe mother rode horses, 
for exercise, are entertaining. 

— Clearly, only a woman is 
skilled . enough to change a 
toilet paper roll, because no 
one else has ever tried to do it. 

— It takes children longer to 
get out of the house in the 
morning than it took the U.S. 
to get : out of Vietnam. 

— If you are attempting to 
do anyrthing involving tomato 
sauce, you should plan ro 
change your shirt. 

— ; Immediately after you 
sign your child up for an activ- 
ity he requested, he will start 
complaining about having to 

go. 

— If you are cooking some- 
thing, new for dinner, your 
children will not like it. Unless, 
of couirse, they do like it. Then 
they will hate it the next time 
you make it. 

— If your child absolutely 
has to have it for homework, 
he has left it at school. 

— As soon as you go into the 
bathroom, your child will come 
from miles away with either a 
serious injury or a burning 
need to discuss an upcoming 
social studies project with you. 

You can do almost any- 
thing; — make beds, cook din- 
ner,. do the wash, supervise 
baths — while talking on -a 
cordless phone. But you can t 
talk! to your children while 
talking on a cordless phone, 
something they cannot under- 
stand. 

You will work the phones 

for weeks to set up a baby- 
sitter for a Friday night, then 
vou and your spouse will walk 
but the door and realise you 
have no idea where you want 

t0 ‘And finally, the truest true 

k eas j er to jo |t yourself. 


‘How will people be warned in 10,000 years that this site is poisonous 1 


By Phil Reeves 

NEW MEXICO — Most of the 
stuff earmarked for Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) In 
the New Mexico desert is 
plutonium-contaminated detri- 
tus which emits relatively low 
quantities of radioactivity — 
gloves, bits of drill, flasks, 
valves, rags, test-tubes, pipes, 
sludge, shoes, lab coats, and so" 
on. But some of it is the most 
threatening material on earth. 
For this network of tunnelled- 
out salt corridors. 43 km. east 
of Carlsbad, is to become, if 
the U.S. government has its 
way, home for all the radioac- 
tive garbage created by U.S. 
weapons plants during the cold 
war. This includes 24,000 soft 
steel 55-gallon caskets contain- 
ing waste that can kill someone 
within half an hour of expo- 
sure. The material wilt be 
radioactive for at least 10,000 
years and, in some cases, for 
longer. 

And therein lies the rub. 
Once the WIPP complex is 
filled, sometime in the next SO 
years, the plant above ground 
will be vacated and returned to 
the desert. Its small clump of 
sand-coloured administration 
buildings, surrounded by 
barbed wire, private guards 
and spotlights, will be re- 
moved. 

How, then, should the rulers 
of today warn future genera- 
tions of the filthy brew that 
they have buried beneath feet? 
How will they stop them dig- 
ging into it? 

A response of sorts has come 


from the U.S. Congress. As a 
condition for permitting the 
site to go ahead, it insisted that 
a warning sign should be 
erected when it closes down. 
This would have to be capable 
of alerting future generations 
of the risk of opening up this 
unwanted tomb. It would be 
-the most momentous “Keep 
Out" sign in history, a state- 
ment so forceful that it would 
drive people — or any other 
form of intelligent life — away 
from the area until AD 12000. 

Yet this ruling raised more 
questions that it solved. How 
do you create a sign that is 
comprehensible over a hun- 
dred centuries? Why should 
anyone assume that it is possi- 
ble to create a structure that 
will outlive any previous 
empire — from Mongolian and 
Ming to Roman and Russian? 
It is not as if the meaning of 
Stonehenge, which is a mere 
3.500 years old, is crystal clear 
to modem man. 

And how do you physically 
go about building something 
that can survive for so long, 
without being destroyed by 
sandstorms, or tumbled by an 
earthquake, let alone nuclear 
war? Of the original Seven 
Wonders of the World, only 
one still stands — Khufu’s 
pyramid at Giza in Egypt. 

Nor is it easy to see how you 
ensure that any sizeable monu- 
ment, however forbidding, will 
not fill gold-diggers or future 
archaeologists with such 
curiosity that they start digging 
underneath it. Over the ages, 
few historic sites have been 


spared intrusion from bounty- 
hunters, vandals or prying 
scholars. Worse, the dump lies 
in an area of south-eastern 
New Mexico which is dotted 
with oil and hydrogen wells, 
and basalt mines. A prospector 
could happen upon its contents 
while boring for minerals. 

To tackle these issues, the 
Sandia National Laboratory in 
Albuquerque, the nuclear 
weapons development and re- 
search agency which is over- 
seeing the project for the U.S. 
Department of Energy, con- 
vened a panel of 13 experts. 
They included anthropologists, 
materials scientists, astronom- 
ers, a psychologist, an architect 
and a linguist. Their delibera- 
tions were closely followed by 
nuclear regulatory agencies 
worldwide, including Britain's. 
It was the first time anyone, 
anywhere, had explored the 
issue in such detail. 

The result was a set of sug- 
gestions that would have 
brought a blush of pride io the 
cheeks of any Dr. Who script- 
writer. The panel divided into 
two teams. One offered a num- 
ber of alternatives. These in- 
cluded: “Landscape of 
Thoms" — a square km. of 
randomly-spaced 28m basalt 
spikes which just out of the 
ground at different angles; 
“Menacing Earthworks" — 
giant earthen berms surround- 
ing a 60m map of the world 
displaying all the planet’s nuc- 
lear waste dumps; a “Black 
Hole" — a huge slab of black 
concrete that absorbs so much 
solar heat that it is impossible 
to approach. 


The second team favoured a 
field of 16m granite obelisks 
(Washington Monument-style 
structures that would be large 
enough not to be buried by 
sand dunes). Beneath the 
earth, there would be further 
warning emblems in case 
someone mack: off with the 
surface monuments, just as 
they did in the past with 
Cleopatra’s Needles (built In 
Heliopolis by Thutmose in. 
now in London and New York) 
or the Elgin Marbles. There 
would also be a device to en- 
sure that the site showed up on 
radar. 

“We toyed with the idea of 
actually burying some treasure 
6m down so that anyone dig- 
ging would think that they had 
round whatever they were 
looking for," said Professor 
Frank Drake, an astrophysicist 
from the University of Califor- 
nia. “but we dismissed that as 
too kooky. There was a lot of 
discussion about the morality 
of the whole thing. At one 
stage we thought that the site 
should not be marked at all, 
but we decided that was un- 
ethical." 

The panellists put forward 
proposals for figurative warn- 
ings — cartoons showing a 
stick figure collapsing from the 
effects of radiation, or a con- 
torted foce like Munch's The 
Scream. They also recom- 
mended written messages — 
lengthy explanations of the 
dump's contents in English, 
French, Arabic. Russian, 
Chinese. Spanish and. poss- 
ibly, the language of the local 
Mescalero Apache Indians. 


Iran seen as increasingly bellicose in Gulf 


By Yonssef Azmeh 

Reuter 


DUBAI — Iran, hurt by a 
fell in oil prices it blames on 
Saudi Arabia, is adopting 
aggressive attitudes that 
could fuel tensions in the 
Arab Gulf, diplomats say. 

They see uncompromising 
statements by Iran against 
Riyadh last week on oil and 
the Muslim haj, and rejecting 
negotiations on sovereignty 
over three islands disputed 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). as the latest 
evidence of a tough, new 
mood hr Tehran. 

“They (the I ranians) seem 
to feel that there is little point 
left in appeasing Saudi Ara- 
bia and its Gulf allies;” one 
Western. diplomat said. 

A strong radio commen- 
tary on the islands followed 
equally forthright attacks on 
Saudi Arabia for its opposi- 
tion to oil cuts at weekend 
OPEC talks and for restrict- 
ing die number of Iranian 
pdgrims to this year’s animal 
Muslim haj. 

“These statements don’t 
mean an early fist fight But 
they do mean choppy waters 
ahead," the diplomat said. 

Others agreed in ruling out 
armed confrontation at this 
■stage. But they said they 
were monitoring events 
closely in a volatile region 
bristling with the world's 
most sophisticated conven- 
tional weaponry. 

"The Iranians are in- 
censed by the Saadi attitude 
at OPECT,” another diplomat 
said, noting that oil minister 
Gholamreza Aqazadeh has 


blamed Riyadh for a 3.5 bil- 
lion shortfall in Iranian oil 
revenues last year. 

Oil income in the Iranian 
financial year, which ended 
on March 21, was 13.5 billion 
compared with a budgeted 17 
billion. Iran was forced by 
low oil prices to cut its 1994 
forecast to 10 billion. 


said. 

Iran also resents Saadi 
Arabia's eight milli on barrels 
a day output as an unfair 
share of OPEC ofl output. It 
says more than a third of that 
is a windfall gained when 
Saudi Arabia replaced lost 
Iraqi and Kuwait exports dur- 
ing the 1990 Gulf crisis. 


“(The shortfall in Iranian oil revenue 
last year was serious for a country that ) 
has yet to emerge from serious financial 
difficulties -caused by economic chaos 
dining the early < days of the -Islamic 
revolution...” 


But Its neighbours do not 
feel any urge to help it oat. 

It lost goodwill in the region 
when it upset the status quo by 
flexing its military musde in 
1992 on the island of Abu 
Musa, which it shared with the 
UAE, provoking Abu Dhabi 
to revive its claim to two other 
islands seized by Iran in 1971. 

Tehran also pushed Saudi 
Arabia to strictly implement 
a quota on Iranian pilgrims 
after its defiance last year of a 
ban on political rallies at the 
haj, they said. 

Iran has complained bitter- 


.The diplomats said-tins was 
serious indeed for a country 
dependant on oil for the vast 
bulk of its foreign earning. It 
has yet to emerge from se- 
rious financial difficulties 
caused by economic chaos 
during the early days of the 
Islamic revolution and eight 
years of war with Iraq that 
ended in 1988. 

“They see it as part of a 
U.S.-inspired conspiracy to 
weaken the Islamic Repub- 
lic,” the diplomat said. 

He said I ranian officials 
say Saadi Arabia, like Iran, is 
short of cash and it is in its 
interest to maximise re- 
venues. Riyadh’s attitude 
must, therefore, have been 
dictated by U.S. allies who 
want to punish Iran and over- 
throw its ruling mullah, he 


This reasoning is not 
accepted by many ou experts. 
They attribute the Saudi 
stand to a policy decision to 
maintain long-term world oil 
market share against produc- 
ers inside and outside OPEC 
who in the post rushed in to 
replace Saudi oil whenever it 
agreed to cut output. 

“The Iranians are indeed 
hurting bnt they cannot 
blame it all on their neigh- 
bours. People in the region 
only hope their anger does 
not leaa to anything stupid,” 
one expert said. 

Experts say Iran’s cash- 
flow problem is due to a 
combination of domestic 
policy failures and a weak oil 
market sceptical of OPEC's 
ability to nold the line on 
prices and production. 


ly it has been asked to limit 
the number of pilgrims this 
year to below 60,000 under a 
quota system meant to ease 
congestion in Mecca and 
Medina while work is under- 
way to expand facilities at 
Muslim holy cites. 

The diplomats said Saudi 
Arabia had unofficially 
allowed Iran to send double 
its quota of pilgrims over the 
past three years as a goodwill 
gesture after relations were 
restored in 1991. This was 
meant to make room for Ira- 
nian pilgrims who were un- 
able to perform the haj in the 
previous three years when 
relations were cut and Iran 
boycotted the annual event.* 

After the Iranian defiance 
.of the ban on political meet- 
ings last year, Riyadh was 
insisting on strict observance 
of the quota and has made 
clear it would not consider 
Iran's proposal to send 
120,000 pilgrims to this year's 
haj in May, they added. 
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These findings have formed 
the basis for a single report 
compiled by the Sandia laborer 
lory, which has been passed to 
the Department of Energy. 
The final decision about what 
to erect will take some time. 
At the moment the WIPP pro- 
ject has been held up in the 
federal courts by a scries of 
lawsuits over the safety of its 
operation, filed by environ- 
mental groups and the state of 
New Mexico. 

But few doubt that the lor- 
ries (on average five a day) of 
nuclear-poisoned trash will 
eventually start rumbling 
across the southern desert, 
laden with waste destined for 
the ancient seabed. The U.S. 
government is unlikely to 
abandon its newly-dug under- 
world. They drilled 70m into 
the ground 'to build it. 

The government has already 
spent S1.5bn on the project. 
Many believe it will be a pro- 
totype for future nuclear waste 
disposal, an example that will 
be held up to justify the further 
use of nuclear power. Present 
estimates suggest an opening 
date of mid- 1998. 

The effectiveness of the so- 
called “Sign of the Ages" to 
warn the heirs to the planet 
away from their unwanted in- 
heritance remains in doubt. It 
is hard to believe that, howev- 
er. expert the Americans claim 
to be, they have the slightest 
idea of how their utterances 
will be received in 200 years’ 
time, let alone in another 
epoch. 

This week I was invited to go 
down into the depths of WIPP. 


It only took a few minutes to.', 
drop in a cage elevator from 
the bright afternoon to the hot, 
starkly-lit underworld. Wear- 
ing miner's helmets and car- • 
tying oxygen masks, our group . 4 
— a party of foreign oorres- 
pendent* — climbed into 
souped-up golf carts and drove \ 
through a subterranean maze ‘ - 
of tunnels and vaults. 

As we rattled along through* 
several of the 22 km of saline ' 
conidoTS. our guide, a govern- 
ment scientist called Wendell * 
Wuert held forth on the capac- •*„ 
icy of salt to swallow up practi- ; 
cally anything you decide to 
dump in tt. Salt deposits drift ' 
slowly over the years, he ex- ; 
plained, sealing up any cracks, - 
holes, or even giant chambers 
that anyone might have made. - 

There was almost no chance, 
said Wuert. that anything nasty 
might seep back into the • 
biosphere. "We are using the - 
best science available.” he 
assured us- “It's just a question 
of convincing people." 

The day after visiting WIPP, ; 

I flew back to Los Angeles. My 
taxi driver at the airport was 
from Lithuania, an erstwhile 
resident of the "evil empire" •* 
that helped 10 generate the ■[ 
U.S. nuclear weapons. I asked . - 
him to go to Encino, the neigh- .. 
bourhood where I live. “Cine- 
ma?” he replied. 1 tried signs * 
and gestures. Only after 15 "■ 
minutes of garbled conversa- ~ 
tion did we straighten matters ; 
out. What chance would we 
have had. separated by 10,000 
years? 

— — I 

The Independent 


Electricity from 
wind energy 
ever cheaper 


HAMBURG — One thousand 
wind power plants with a total 
output of 110 megawatts have 
been installed in the Federal 
Republic of Germany since 
1989 within the framework of a 
Research Ministry promotion 
programme. Thereby the elec- 
tricity requirements of about 
70,000 households could be 
met, according to the ministry. 
A good scientific start-point 
for this area of renewable ener- 
gy has been created with prom- 


prom- 

otion funds of $137 million. 

The year 1993 was the year 
of wind energy. The market for 
this clean and renewable 
source of energy is in a strong 
upswing. According to the 
German Wind Energy Institute 
(DWI), the German wind 
energy store in 1993 was in- 
creased by a total of about 100 
megawatts rated power (1992: 
70 megawatts). The reason for 
the rise of wind power — 
alongside the promotion prog- 
rammes of the German gov- 
ernment, as well as the guaran- 
teed purchase price of nine 
cents per kilowatt/hour 
through the energy supply 
companies which followed the' 
Electricity Input Law of 1991 
— is the dear trend to enlarge 
plants from 500 kilowatt rated 
power which today are being 
produced in series by several 


manufacturers. Experts*;* 
assume that in two years at the -.< 
latest windmills with a rated t 
power of one megawatt and* * 
more will be offered as stan- 
dard. 

The move to large sizes has \ 
continuously increased the 
profitability of the windmills. % 
Today, in windy areas which .7; 
are usually on the coast, they . . 
can produce electricity at a . 
price which is barely more ex- 
pensive than energy from con- '-* 
ventional power plants. Ger- *. » 
man engineers expect that in-., 
five to seven years at the latest 
wind power plants at these *"’ 
locations will be successfully 
“commerrially operated” with- 
out state supiport. , 

It is also important for long- . _ 
term market success that the'"" 
plants can assert themselves' 
not only in Germany but also'.'* 
on the world market. Here the-;* 
customary plants are seen as.;, 
proven, reliable technology. 
This reputation of the high- 
tech windmills — which is * 
promoted especially by the 
business with the developing • 
countries and also the East !- 
European states that are great- '! 
ly interested in wind energy — 
has been deserved many times. .* 
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The National Music Conservatory/Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 
in cooperation with 

0 Lufthansa 

AMMAR HACHICHO 


Piano Recital 

Saturday. 9 April 1994 - 8:00 p.m. 
Philadelphia Hotel - Philadelphia Ballroom 
In the program pieces by Beethoven, Liszt, 
Tschaikovsky and Rachmaninov 

Tickets for JD 5 are available from: 

- Philadelphia Hotel, Tel. 607100 

- Babiche, Tel. 661322 

- Romero Restaurant, Tel. 644227 

- The National Music Conservatory.Tei. 687620 
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Many Americans feel economy 
secure amid Wall Street slump 


NEW YORK (R) — Thirty 
seven per cent of Americans 
polled about the U.S. economy 
think that despite last week's 
decline in the stock market, 
the economy is improving 
while 26 per cent said it was 
getting worse, according to a 
Newsweek poll released 
Saturday. 

The poll, published in the 
issue of the magazine which 
goes on sale Monday, also said 
an additional 34 per cent 
thought the economy is staying 
about the same and three per 
cent did not know. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average slumped sharply last 
week as near panic selling 


against the background of 
soaring interest rates triggered 
five straight sessions of losses 
before the index regained its 
footing slightly Thursday. 

At the end of the holiday- 
shortened week, the index was 
at 3,635.95, down 139.07 
points on the week. More sig- 
nificantly. the Dow was off 
342.41 points from its record 
high of 3,978.36 set Jan. 31. 
and stocks may have suffered 
their worst battering in years, 
according to analysts. 

The market's psychology 
soured after the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed), the U.S. central 
bank, raised interest rates Feb. 


4, the first time in five years, to 
cool inflationary pressures in 
the improving economy. 

The straw that broke the 
camel's back was the Fed's 
second rise in rates nearly 
seven weeks later, fuelling con- 
cern that the central bank's 
rate hikes would continue un- 
checked. market experts said. 

Asked if they agreed with 
the Fed’s interest rate hike. 34 
per cent of those polled said 
rates had gone up the right 
amount but 37 per cent thought 
the increase was too high. 

Forty-seven per cent of 
Americans believed the de- 
cline in the U.S. stock market 
was a serious or somewhat 


China loss of U.S. MFN trade 
status could be disaster, study 


WASHINGTON (R) — Any 
White House move to strip 
China of its preferential U.S. 
trading sratus due to human 
rights concerns could have 
"disastrous" consequences for 
both nations, a World Bank 

study has warned. 

The report warned that 
Chinese exports to the United 
States could be cur by 42 per 
cent to 96 per cent if President 
Clinton decided not to renew 
most favoured nation trading 
status for China in June. 

American consumers also 
could pay S14 billion a year 
more for costlier substitutes tor 
Chinese products or to cover 


the higher tariffs that would be 
imposed on Chinese goods. 

"In actuality, the impact of 
most favoured nation (MFN) 
loss is likely to be closer to the 
lower bound, but even that is a 
substantial dislocation of 
trade." said Rajiv Lall, senior 
economist in the World Bank 
China Department and main 
author of the report. 

The report warned that the 
impact of any MFN loss could 
range “from the dramatic to 
the disastrous," such as halving 
or eliminating Chinese clothing 
exports to the United States, ft 
also called on China to liberal- 
ise trade policies by cutting 


tariffs or removing remaining 
export controls. 

Mr. Clinton last year deman- 
ded overall significant progress 
in China's human rights poli- 
cies as a condition of renewing 
favourable trade benefits after 
June 3, 199 4. 

Increasingly the administra- 
tion, U.S. businesses and 
members of Congress have 
grown fearful China might not 
meet the criteria, forcing re- 
vocation of MFN. a move seen 
as potentially disastrous for 
U.S. business and U.S. rela- 
tions with Beijing and the rest 
of Asia. 
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41 Journalism/Short Story Writing 
40 Photography 

70 Computer-Assisted Small Business 
Management 
79 Electronics Technician 
91 Cartoomna 

27 Personal Computer Repair 
26 Teacher Aide 

30 Floral Design 


COUNTRY. 


POSTAL CODE. 


PHONE. 


serious problem for the coun- 
try. while 38 per cent thought it 
not a serious problem at all. 
Five per cent were not aware 
of a fall in stocks and 10 per 
cent did not have an opinion. 

A majority of people polled, 
53 per cent, said they were not 
likely to change their personal 
spending habits and 61 per cent 
said they would not sell or buy 
stocks at the moment. 

The poll, carried out by 
Princeton Survey Research 
Associates, interviewed 753 
adults by telephone March 31 
and April 1. The margin of 
error is plus or minus four per 
cemage points. 


Kuwaitis 
owing $3b 
miss debt 
deadline 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis ow- 
ing S3.0 billion have missed a 
deadline for taking pan in a 
government plan to settle a £19 
billion debt problem. Finance 
Minister Nasser Abdulla AI 
Rodhan said in remarks pub- 
lished Sunday. 

A law regulating settlement 
of the debt might have to be 
changed to facilitate collection 
of money from the 3.500 de- 
btors who failed to declare 
repayment plans by a Thursday 
midnight deadline. Sheikh 
Rodhan was reported as saying 
by AJ Watan newspaper. 

The debtors, who owe 900 
million dinars (S3.0 billion) 
and probably include com- 
panies as well as individuals, 
face the threat of bankruptcy 
because their debts immediate- 
ly fall due plus 3 -Vi years worth 
of interest. 

Experts say bankruptcies are 
not inevitable because the law 
gives the government, which 
owns the debt, discretion to 
take whatever action it thinks 
best to recover its money. 

The total 5.7 billion dinars 
(S19 billion) in debt, equiva- 
lent to 90 per cent of gross 
domestic product, derives from 
the sudden 1982 slump of an 
unofficial stock exchange and 
from commercial losses 
worsened by Iraq's 1990-91 
occupation of Kuwait. 

Sheikh Rodhan said about 
6.000 debtors owing 5.5 billion 
dinars (£18.5 billion) had met 
the deadline while 3,500 de- 
btors had missed it. 

“Most of them are small 
debtors, (therefore) the gov- 
ernment sees a need for some 
modifications to that law to 
ease its application and the 
collection of debts," he added. . 

The authorities assigned to 
execute the law were studying 
the handicaps that restrain its 
application. It was too early to 
analyse why the 3.500 did not 
respond to the law. the news- 
paper reported him as saying. 

There was no immediate ex- 
planation for the difference be- 
tween the 5.7 billion dinar debt 
, total given by most authorities 
and the 6.4 billion dinar (£21.5 
billion) that the figures given 
by Sheikh Rodhan add up to. 

Figures for the debt have 
varied — parliament's finance 
committee last year put it at 
5.9 billion (£19.8 billion). 

One expert said the 6.4 bil- 
lion dinars appeared to be a 
'calculation of the gross debt. 
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Iran close to foreign 
oil and gas deals 


GENEVA (R) — Iran, desper- 
ately short of foreign ex- 
change, says it is negotiating 
with foreign companies to de- 
velop its offshore gas and oil 
fields and may be able to 
award contracts soon. 

Iranian Oil Minister Gbo- 
lamreza Aqazadeh told repor- 
ters that negotiations had pro- 
ceeded well. The deals would 
help expand Iran's hydrocar- 
bon capacity and, in the case of 
gas, enable it to boost revenues 
outside OPEC control. 

He also denied suggestions 
made by some in the ofl indus- 
try that Iran was having diffi- 
culty producing fully to its 3.6 
million barrel per day quota set 
by the Organisation of pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

“There is no problem of 
production," he told a news 
conference. 

“Maybe, it is necessary that 
once again I invite some repor- 
ters to come and see that there 
is no problem, and maybe for 
testing when the reporters are 
there one day we can increase 
our production to 4.2 million 
barrels per day (h/d).” 

He said Iran's sustainable 
capacity was currently 4.2 mil- 
lion b/d and he hoped, though 
there had been some delays, to 
raise that to 4.5 million b/d 
during 1994. 

To develop its offshore re- 
serves it has turned to foreign 
companies, which would oper- 
ate not under production shar- 
ing agreements but under ser- 
vice agreements that would 
pay them in kind for a limited 
number of years for developing 
fields. 

Negotiations appeared the 


most advanced for the de- 
velopment of the enormous 
North Pars gas field. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said Iran was 
close to finalising a contract 
with the Royal Dutch/Shell 
Group to develop the field. 
Shell had been commissioned 
in mid-1993 to undertake a 
six-month study on it. 

An Iranian aide said Shell 
officials had met Mr. Aqazadeh 
in Geneva. 

“Out negotiations are going 
very well. We received the 
final proposal from Shell and 
we talked about that, and I 
hope in the next few months 
we finalise that," Mr. 
Aqazadeh said. 

He also said Iran has re- 
ceived two proposals, from 
Conoco and Total S.A., to 
develop the offshore Sirri field 
and he hoped these could be 
finalised in the near future. 
Iranian officials said this was to 
produce oil. 

Iran was also in discussions 
for a third project, the South 
Pars gas field, after it cancelled 
a contract with Italy’s TPL 
since the Italians did not fi- 
nance the project, he said. 

It hoped to conclude agree- 
ments for this soon, with other 
companies, he said. 

. Iran is very keen to develop 
its enormous gas reserves — to 
reinject into oilfields to main- 
tain pressure, to help substi- 
tute in the domestic economy 
for kerosene and gas oil, and 
eventually to export. 

But it is very short of cash 
and its ability to embark on 
new oil and gas projects will 
depend to a large extent on the- 
ability to win external finance. 


Latvia in bid to develop 
underground gas storage 


DUBAI (R) — The former 
Soviet republic of Latvia is 
seeking foreign investment to 
develop underground storage 
of natural gas destined for re- 
gional markets, an official has 
said. 

Janis Leja, head of the inter- 
national department at the 
state-owned Latvijas Gaze, 
said he held unofficial talks 
with Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority directors and was 
preparing- an investment prop- 1 
osal for them on gas projects. 

“We'll send a proposal ab- 
out our legal and economic 
potential to show our business 
prospects,” he told Reuters. 
“We want to show the world 
that we exist." 

He said currently Latvia was 
relying on credits from the 
European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development. 

Russia is to supply Estonia 
with 900 million cubic metres 
(31.7 billion cubic feet) and 
Lithuania 2.7 billion cubic 
metres (95.3 billion cubic feet) 
in 1994. Latvijas Gaze Presi- 
dent Adrians Davis said Latvia 
imports 1.5 million cubic 
metres (52.9 billion cubic feet) 
of gas annually from Russia. 

Mr. Leja said Russia cuts 
back on gas transmission 
through the pipeline during the 
winter from October to April 
when it relies to an extent on 
stored gas in Latvia, which is 
criss-crossed with pipelines to 
Russia, Estonia and Lithuania. 

Latvia held talks with Scan- 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRIL 4, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make sure you have your activi- 
ties well organised For the week 
today or time will slip away from 
you and you won't have lime to 
develop those creative ideas that 
need expression. Keep promises. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Listen to the viewpoints of 
associates today and find out 
where you stand with them. Use 
your reasoning powers wisely 
and you will get ahead. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Add finishing touches to special 
tasks and gain the rights benefits 
From them. Come to a better 
understanding with fellow associ- 
ates. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be more precise in your tasks 
today and gain the benefits. 
Make plans for having increased 
harmony at home with your mate 
and loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Start the new work week 
on the right note by being more 
cooperative with others. Strive to 
be more successful around 
higher-ups. 

ipw'pi eBBfwj ■gnentwsnore and* 
gain their goodwill. Find better 
ways of enjoying yourself during 
spare rime rad you wUl be very 

happy- 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Concentrating on impor- 


tant matters early in the day is 
wise. Talk over a business matter 
with a financial expert to get the 
information you desire. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Go after personal aims 
now and forget the practical for 
the rime being. Be more con- 
cerned with the welfare of family 
members you are fond of. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Handle those be- 
hind-the-scenes duties early and 
then prepare for greater activity 
in the future. Show that, you are 
practical in all thar you do. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Go after your 
most cherished aims in a positive 
way and gain them. Be sure to 
complete whatever you have 
started to show youareorganised. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Civic affairs break 
open now. giving you a chance to 
show your ability. Maintain poise 
at aU times today to show you 
have confidence. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Listen to new ideas 
and viewpoints of associates and 
you can profit from them. Be 
more optimistic about the future 

|f you octtfi ••• 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Add an artistic touch to any 
task you are doing now and get- 
more benefits from it. Show m- 
creased loyalty to family mem- 
bers you are fond of. 



Bonn! sees no 

de-industrialisation e 

in east Germany 


BONN (R) -r Economics 
Minister Guent^r Rexrodt has 
rejected suggestions that for- 
mer communist j east Germany 
faced long-term de-indus- 
trialisation and! said the _ re- 
gion's small and medium-sized 
firms were performing well. 

But the country's main in- 
dustry body, the i Federation of 
German Industry (BDI), im- 
mediately challenged his 
optimism and sa^d the position 
of smaller companies remained 
unstable. 

Mr. Rexrodt released figures 
compiled on behalf of his 
ministry showing that there 
were around 440,000 private 
companies in east Germany, 
employing around three mil- 
lion people. This was nearly 
half of the regions total work- 
force. | 

Small and medium-sized 
companies, knowln collectively 
as the mittelstanid, were the 
main pillar of the j economy, he 
told a news conference. 

“All in all we [are not dis- 
satisfied with developments in 
the east,” he said.! “To say that, 
a long-term de-industrialisa- 
tion is taking place: in this part 
of our country, that industry 
will in the long-tjeim play a 
disproportionately! small role, 
is not justified by the develop- 
ments we have observed.” 
The minister said no one 



would deny that traditional in- 
dustries inherited from the 
communists had virtually col- 
lapsed, with their workforce 
plunging to around one million 
from four million. 

“But I am firmly convinced 
that this was a necessary pro- 
cess of adjustment," he said, 
“I don’t deny the collapse, but 
I interpret what is happening 
now as a new beginning. The 
core is there. There are new 
activities." 

Responding to Mr. Re- 
xrodt’s comments, the Bffl 
said east German firms stiH 
faced major problems, includ- 
ing high wage costs, under- 
capitalisation and difficulties in 
finding new markets. 

“The situation of the indust- 
rial mittelstand in eastern Ger- 
many remains very unstable, 
especially in sectors which face 
international competition,” 
added. “Unfortunately we can- 
not speak of any noticeable 
improvement in this situa- 
tion.” ■ 

Mr. Rexrodt challenged 
widespread perceptions mat 
many newly privatised firms 
were struggling for survival. 

“The opposite is the case,” 
he said, citing a new study 
showing that only four to six 
per cent of 2,607 companies set 
up under management buyouts 
faced the threat of bankruptcy s 
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dinavian countries last year on 
further pipeline plans, Mr. 
Leja said. 

He said Latvia wanted to 
serve as a storage conduit be- 
tween the gas extracting Nor- 
dic countries and Russia, and 
export markets in western and 
eastern Europe. 

He said to do this, Latvia 
needed to develop its potential 
gas repositories — empty 
limestone and clay spaces 
underground suitable for hold- 
ing gas — equip them for in-, 
jecting and extracting gas and 
then connect them to the pipe- 
line network. 

Mr. Leja said Latvia’s only 
underground gas storage facil- 
ity at Incukalns, 35 kilometres 
northeast of die capital Riga, 
has a storage capacity of 2.3 
billion cubic metres (81.2 bil- 
lion cubic feet) of gas. 

“With the other discoveries, 
we can supply Poland, Belarus- 
sia and the three Baltic states,” 
he said. 

• He was, referring to under- 
ground repositories which 
could be developed near In- 
cukalns and have a combined 
capacity of 6.8 billion cubic 
metres (240 billion cubic feet). 

A group near the border- 
with Lithuania has a combined 
capacity of 19 billion cubic 
metres (670 billion cubic feet). A 
third group near the Baltic Sea 
had the potential to hold 36 
billion cubic metres (1,271 bil- 
lion cubic feet), he said. 
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Yesterday’s 


| (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: i DEMON PUTTY HELIUM SIZZLE 

Answer i He never fought with his wife because she 
knew how to — DISH IT OUT 


THE Daily Crossword by All 


ACROSS 
1 Fandfuf 
G Saw 
lOULabbr. 

14 Jaf — 

15 Painter Edouard 

16 Sonny of song 

17 Without tea 

20 Scatter 

21 Aston hotoay 

22 Freaky 

23 Passengers 
25 Antiquity, once 

28 SMny metal 

29 One hundred 
eleven 

30 Musical Tatun 
33 Gardener at 

times 
3d Poncho 

37 Digit 

38 Actually 

41 Carmine 
*2 Drives 

43 Nevada town 

44 Time period 

45 Fix or face start 

46 Author Waugh 

48 Shade 

49 Swiss erty 
51 Of ererton 

54 Hero 

55 Uproars 

59 ConfldantlaBy 
62 Panacea 
83 Legal cfents 

64 Equipment 

65 Lit out 

66 Toot 

67 to one s right 
mtnd 

DOWN 

1 Thrashes 

2 Thanks — ( 

3 Hideaway 

4 Distinct 

V 5T^Smera" 

6 “The Inferno - 
author 

7Ltama range 

8 Laudable last 
ow style 

9 DDE's 

' com ma nd 
10 Receded 





11 Compreheinstvo 
trip 

12 Con 

13 Mislay 

18 Used the faoot 

19 Kind of pitcher 

24 Bring bach; to 
the original 
state • . 

25 Shows up 

gass* 

* Prepared 

®SmoerVU*l 
to any event 

31 Statons ru * 

32 western 
range- 

“f-ktahanend 

38 Vintage car 

39VW 

Sentiments 

47 — Crua 

48 Hammed and — 

« Customer 

tor PCX* 
dog— '■ 
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51 Bastes 

H***? again 
83 To be In 
Toufaw, 
54 Cut 


58Watarfasa 
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Foreign Exchange Market S ummar y 
(March 28- April 1, 1994) 

AMMAN — The dollar appreciated sharply against major 
■European currencies at the end of last week, while depredat- 
'ing sharply against the yen. It ended Z.91 per cent higher 
■ against the marie, 1.69 per cent higher against sterling and 1.13 
per cent lower against the yen. 

r The U.S. unit rose against major European currencies 
Monday, while retreating substantially against the yen. It rose 
■to 1.6765 marks during trading hours on news that die cost of 
.‘-living for the former WestXjermany showed a moderate 3.2 - 
per cent annual growth in March, after an annual increase of 
*3.4 per cent the previous month. This moderate change 
Tpusbed expectations of another Bundesbank monetary ease in 
4he short run, and thus, affected the dollar positively against 
the mark. However, the dollar lost ground a bit later that day 
in view of a decline in American stock prices. 

- On the other hand, many traders were sceptical over news 
-than Japan would .announce a package of market-opening 

■ measures the next day. The package was aimed at averting a 
; trade war with die U.S., and included a promise to extend the 
J Japanese tax cut v fbr a few years, and to increase the 
{ government spending on public works in order to stimulate 
! domestic consumption and improve the economy. 

i The dollar appreciated sharply against sterling and depreti- 
; ated sharply against the yen Tuesday, while stabilising against 
! the mark. It pushed ground against the British currency on 
expectations of Bank of England monetary ease. Meanwhile, 

; it declined against die yen after a U.S. trade representative 
: announced that the Japanese package of market-opening 
measures does not meet the U.S.'s concerns. The announce- 
j meut affected the dollar negatively against the yen, despite 

• rumours of probable Fed intervention to stem the decline in its 
I currency. 

I On the other hand, the dollar rose to 1.6785 marks during 
; trading hours in view of its safe haven character, after the 
'• Russian deputy foreign minister announced his country’s 

■ militarily commitment to North Korea in the case of an 
; unprovoked attack on it. However, the dollar retreated 
; against the mark later that day. 

; Meanwhile, the dollar gained ground on news that the U.S. 

’ i Consumer Confidence Report showed a rise to 86.7 per cent m 
! ; March, after it was revised to reach 79.9 per cent the previous 

■ month. However, the dollar was little affected by the release 
: of the U.S. New Home Sales Report which showed a rise of 
! 1.9 per cent in February. 

j> The dollar appreciated modestly against most European 
currencies Wednesday, while depredating modestly against 

• the yen. Reports indicated that the dollar was reported to have 
; depredated against the mark during trading hours in view of a 
1 decline in U.S. stock and bond prices. However, it rose later in 
"the day to dose at 1.6749 marks. 

’ The dollar was also affected negatively against the yen by 
. the dedine of U.S. stock and bond prices, in addition to 

■ continued deterioration in U.S. -Japan trade relations hips , 

• which came after the dissatisfaction of the Clinton adrmnistra- 
! tion with the Japanese package of market-opening measures. 

; But revival expectations that the Bank of Japan might 

• intervene in the market to stem its currency's rise against the 

■ dollar, retarded the dollar's dedine against the yen. 

The dollar retreated modestly against other major curren- 
: des Thursday. Analysts indicated that a dedine in U.S. stock 
; prices during trading hours affected the dollar negatively, not 

■ to mention continued negative expectations concerning U.S.- 
: Japan trade relationships. The dollar appreciated later in the 

day however, in view of a recovery in U.S. stock prices. 

The dollar was also affected positively by a comment by an 
American official, who indicated that the U.S. administration 
would not use a higher yen as a pressure tool during the trade 
talks rounds between the U.S. and . Japan. The dollar gained 
. ground also in response to book-squaring ahead of the Easter 
holiday. 

On Friday, however, the dollar rose substantially against 
other major currencies. It rose after U.S. non-farm payrolls 
. showed a stunning rise of. 456 thousand m March, after a 
revised 198 thousand rise, instead of a 217 thousand nse me 
previous month. The employment report also showed a rise in 
March hourly wage to S11.04, from $11.03 the previous 

■ month. The report renewed expectations of a near-term Fed 
' monetary tightening, and had a positive unpact on the U.S. 

unit. . . e i i ■ 


the previous mouth, to addition, tne unm^qr 
Consumer Confidence Report showed a decline to 91.5 per 
ant in March after it reached 93.2 per cent the previous 
month. TTie U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.6980 marks 
and 103.68 yen, while sterling ended it at $1.4735. 
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Bank of Jordan opens in Ramallah today 


AMMAN (R) — A senior offi- 
cial of the Bank of Jordan said 
Snnday it will open its first 
branch in the Israeli occupied 
West Bank in the town of 
Ramallah Monday. 

“The bank's branch in 
Ramallah will begin foil bank- 
ing operations on Monday 
morning from opening 
accounts, transfers in dinar and 
'foreign currencies, loans, to 
letters of credit," said Moham- 
mad Ali Ibrahim, assistant 
manager of the Bank of 


Jordan. 

Mr. Ibrahim said the branch 
would have a staff of 42. He 
said the bank planned to open 
in Nablus as soon as it gets 
approval, to be followed by 
branches in Hebron and Gaza, 
where the bank has leased new 
premises. 

The bank has bought land in 
Jericho for a future branch in 
Palestinian self-rule areas, 

“We have begun renovating 
the Nablus branch and are 
getting it ready, and are await- 


ing the approval of Jordan's 
central bank to go ahead with 
the Israeli civil administra- 
tion," be said. 

He expected no problems 
and the branch would "hope- 
fully open in a few months.” 

Israel and Jordan signed a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing in December allowing 
Jordanian banks with branches 
in the West Bank before its 
capture by Israel in 1967 to 
reopen. 

The bank, which had pre- 


1967 branches in Jerusalem, 
Jenin and Jericho, will be the 
second Jordanian bank to 
reopen in the occupied terri- 
tories. In 1986 Israel allowed 
the Cairo Amman Bank to 
open a branch offering limited 
services in Nablus. 

The Bank of Jordan’s total 
balance sheet stood at the end 
of December 1993 at 330 mil- 
lion dinars (S470 million), with 
deposits of 225 million dinars 
(S321 million) and loans of 138 
million dinars ($196 million). 


Syrian, Chinese 
businessmen agree 
to joint ventures 


Algeria sees IMF pact within days 


TUNIS (R) — Algeria expects 
to sign a letter of intention with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) within days, pav- 
ing the way for an £800 million 
loan. Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sal ah Dembri said 
Sunday. 

"It's a question of days," 
Mr. Dembri told Reuters at an 
Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) 
summit in Tunis. 

Mr. Dembri said that the 
key issue with the IMF was 
over how much to devalue the 
dinar, adding that the two had 
come to a compromise which 


he declined to specify. 

Earlier Algerian state news 
agency APS quoted Algiers 
daily L’In dependant as saying 
that the dinar had been de- 
valued by about nine per cent 
following the end of Algeria’s 
talks with the IMF on Friday. 

Algerian state radio, moni- 
tored in Tunis, said the level of 
the devaluation would not be 
made public until the last mi- 
nute in order to prevent spe- 
culation against the currency. 

Its economy badly hurt by 
the sustained low price of oil. 
Algeria last year resumed 


negotiations with the IMF ab- 
out a standby accord. 

Asked about a report pub- 
lished by Algiers daily news- 
paper El Watan Sunday that 
the agreement would probably 
be concluded on April 12, Mr. 
Dembri replied: “That’s in the 
right range.” 

Mr. Dembri said that the 
loan is expected to be for about 
$800 million. Algerian sources 
have previously said that this 
would be split into two parts — 
a $500 million standby loan 
and a further $300 million to 
compensate Algeria for the oil 


price plunge. 

Algerian Prime Minister 
Redha Malek said late last year 
that Algeria, long proud of 
paying its debts on time, had 
been driven to seek the IMF 
money and a Paris Club res- 
cheduling because its oil re- 
venues no longer covered its 
foreign debts service. 

Mr. Dembri said that pre- 
liminary' contacts with the Paris 
Cub about rescheduling part 
of Algeria’s foreign debt of 
about $26 billion would begin 
during the second half of 
April. 


Japan’s unemployment worst in more than 6 years 


T.OKYO (AP) — Japan's unemployment rate rose in February 
to its highest level since June 1987, and the jobless rate for 
women was the worst since World War II, a government 
report has said. 

Amid a lingering recession, overall unemployment rose by 
0.2 percentage points from January to a seasonally adjusted 
2.9 per cent, the highest since 3.0 per cent in June 1987, the 
Management and Coordination Agency said. 

Among women, the jobless rate in February was 3.2 per 
cent. The previous postwar high was 3.1 per cent in May 1987, 


the agency said. 

An agency official, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said young female workers change jobs more often than men. 
but were having trouble finding new jobs. 

He said Japan's unemployment rate remained well below 
the 6.5 per cent in the United States and 11.1 per cent in 
Canada in February, though it would be somewhat higher if 
calculated by U.S. methods, which exclude people in military 
service from those listed as employed. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
businessmen and Chinese com- 
panies have approved con- 
struction of industrial and tour- 
ist projects in Syria worth $S5 
million, a Syrian businessman 
said Saturday. 

Projects include factories to 
produce light trucks, mini- 
buses. aluminium cans and 
spark plugs, one of the inves- 
tors said. There also are plans 
for a tourist resort. 

The investor. Ghassan Be- 
dour, told Reuters the agree- 
ment was reached lost week 
during a visit by a Chinese 
commercial and industrial iz 
legation to Syria. 

One of the projects is a $30 
million factory to assemble 
pickup trucks in the free zone 
in the port city of Tartus. some 
300 kilometres north of 
Damascus, with a maximum 
capacity of 10,000 vehicles per 
year. 

A S7 million project in the 
same free zone will aim at 
producing 2. (JUG 21 -passenger 
minibuses per year. 

China’s National Machinery 
Industry Technology Corpora- 
tion and Tin-Yan Automobile 
and Shipping Corporation, 
■which will provide main parts 
of the vehicles, have a 40 per 
cent share. 

Syrian businessmen will con- 
tribute 30 per cent and the 
remaining shares will be 
offered to the public. Mr. Be- 


dour &aid. 

He said production should 
start within a year. 

“Feasibility studies show 
prices of the vehicles would be 
30 per cent less than the same 
ones made in Korea and 40 
peer cent less than prices of 
Japanese-made vehicles,'* he 
said. 

Mr. Bedour said a factory 
will be built near Damascus to 
produce 500 million aluminium 
cans per year for soft drinks 
and spray perfumes. 

The 59 million projects will 
be owned 49 per cent by Chi- 
nn's Yi Xing Light Industry 
Machinery Corporation and 40 
per cent by Syrian business- 
men. with the remainder 
offered to the public. 

A factory costing $*> million 
will produce 150 million sets of 
spark plugs per year, Mr. Be- 
dour said. 

China’s Great Wall Industry 
Corporation will have 45 per 
cent share. Syrian businessmen 
JU per cent and the rest sold to 
the public. 

There also are plans for a 
530 million tourist complex 
with 400 chalets in the 
Mediterranean city of Laukia. 

China's Investment Bureau 
will contribute 4U per cent of 
the capital. Syria's ministry of 
tourism will provide 25 per 
cent. 10 per cent would be 
offered to Syrian businessmen 
and the rest to the public. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AM FREIGHT 
FORmitOMG. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 

CLEARANCE, TICKETS 

AND .RESERVATIONS. 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many^ villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


Mian... 

to tfie in place to Be 

tfie ... 



%ozena Inn 


KfiBSTZ/QOSn Rr 530572 .Hal 


Ml 

RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


e,MMI)UZE 

.;■ < pub 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are ahvavs 1 J.D. Each 


2nd- Circle - Jabal Ammon 
npp. F ren china T 

Tel.653482 Jdu 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Swelflyeh. 

816690 


^^Flat.O.Tel 
* Serviced Suites in 
Grand Hotel Style ! * 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMpVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACEBUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



l»AI!OTEL 

|U 2 ql|IS 



f CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

-Mecca Si reel. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight . 



12 am -V. Late 


lSHR-COKTlVlYlU ' 
jcxiii . 


\ 1 N N / 

Dc^Iaurant i? Tapes 

Jebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 01 5o Pi 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Opwi nlflhay From MO P M to 3J* AM 
E«»pt Sunday FronaJD PM to34» AJI 
TuMday CIohmI 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Sbmefcuu 


The first A best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TaatannylMvaBaW* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 



SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
&■ Evenings 


Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tel.637101/637102 



GAL 


I 

-oi’Lx daily - 

'■OON TOMIDMCin 



LUNCHES 
■.AFTER NOON TEA 
IINKS AT THE BA 
DINNERS 


SOLK IMM ( TH UYA 
UIMAN TEL. 8159 X 7 



Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 


Vacume Cleaners, Washing 
Machines, Refrigerators, Freezers, 
Dish Washers, Water Purifiers^, 
a choice cf 

Duty Paid /Duty Free 
Phone 604671 

S3 Electrolux 


La vie Beauty center 

For Facial cleansing. Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing , Nail Care, 
Mafas-Up And Bridal Make-Up. 


We me the best French Cosmetics. 

femand aubry 

Fans 


lu His ill ion Y Inlnrm.ilinn 


The BejtIn 
Indian Cusi.nl 


Bukhara 


Oi l Vr'iiw 1. 1. si ll A Divsm 
For rejprvalions Call 641361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

shea 30% larger 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23891 


,£r v, 

V v. ‘ .■■■£. ■ ■ ■ * 


' : - T •£- « ■ Y 

■ ’ '.'v'- . .'.■.f.'.k 'vSVfc.. ,v3'. 

VY:V 

f ■■ :■ :7 A' : ?.Y .AT'c ST 
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SZECHWAN 6ARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 




Take aveay is available 

Sha! AMrab Street 
Um uthamafi Commercial Centre 

TeL: 881174 
•nee lasted Ahways ixued 



699-420 



Daily Lunch 

Set ?f£e*xL 


— NIGHTLY— 
JFine Dining 
and 

Live Music 


L Parole 

Abiiuun • Jordan Supermarket Ql.DG. 
,'rul ilnor Tel: 8^4677 


AL-FUHIE5 TOURS 

GD 

L-*.Lk-JJ , i •> * 1 1 


AtfnsTckets, Hotel Reservation's 
Groups Discount prices 


Lebanon, Syna , Turkey ; Eygpt . 
Iraq . Cyprus , Bangkok , Balaya 


MAM OFFICE AL- FUHES 
TaL: 720887 -Fax: 720887 
BRANCH: AL-ABOAlil 
TeL: 619551/2/3 - Fax:61S553 



SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


| DAEWOO! 


We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V.,W.M. Ref.. Audios. V.C., 
T.V. with video, Fax, Pianos 

W'0 DUTY FREE 

omuoo 

Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P.O.Box 860236 
Amman - Jordan 
























World News 
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Fresh killings push S. Africa’s 
Easter death toll to 40 


DURBAN. South Africa (R) 
Attackers stabbed or hack- 
death nine people, in- 
cluding a five-month baby, in a 
in South Africa's tinder- 
box Natal-Kwazulu region tak- 
,B £ the Easter death toil there 
tp at least 40. police said. 
••The victims, supporters of 
African National Congress 

lANC),'were among 19 people 
killed overnight in various inci- 
dents in the region, police 
added. They were butchered in 
their home in Port Shepstone. 
south of Durban. 

-The South African Defence 
Force (SADF) said hundreds 
more troops arrived in the re- 
gion Sunday to enforce a state 
of .emergency aimed at quelling 
the violence ahead of the coun- 
try's first all-race elections on 
April 36-38. 

Police said the death toll in 
Natal-Kwazulu now stood at 40 
since President F.W. De Klerk 
(©dared the emergency Thurs- 
(Ky — the eve of the Easter 
weekend — to enable people 
ifr the region to vote in the 
ejection. 

-They said a five-month-old 
baby was among the victims of 
the Port Shepstone killing 
Saturday night. The attackers 
were reported to have identi- 
fied themselves as police offic- 
ers. 

' Most of the other overnight 
vicrims were not dead in sepa- . 
raje inddents in Eshowe. in 
northern Natal, and Inanda 
township on Durban's north- 
ern outskirts. 

■ 



*. . 

Russian 

C- 

troop 

Movement 

t< • 

Worries 

|ato 

mw YORK (R) — The Rus- 
sian military has repositioned 
fauces along its northern and 
southern flanks as they-retum 
ftejn Central Europe, wor- 
nung NATO and U.S. offidals 
wfco say it exceeds limits to 
tWte effect next year under a 
Weapons treaty, the New York 
Times reported. 

*;In Sunday editions, the 
ijewspaper said the deploy- 
ments, and Moscow's effort to 
renegotiate the treaty to 
£ecommodate them, are 
emerging as a major irritant in 
rt£e Defence Department's 
efforts to forge closer relation's 
with Russia's military. 

__ It said Clinton administra- 
tion officials say Russia's 
moves reflect its military's un- 
happiness with arms control 
limits negotiated by the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry during the 
Qorbachev years and deter- 
mination to maintain a strong 
presence in the Caucusus re- 
gion. 

- There is still time under the 
treaty for Russia to reverse its 
buildup. The limit on forces on 
ils flanks takes effect in 
November. 1995. 

Russia's Defence Ministry 
has repeatedly proposed revi- 
sions of the treaty, which cov- 
ers conventional arms from the 
;‘AtIantic to the Urals, the 

• Times report said. 

An unnamed administration 
: official was quoted as saying 
•“they profess a commitment to 

• the integrity of the treaties and 
I have shown flexibility offering 
1 ideas for change. 

"On the other side of the 
■ ledger, none of this is accept- 
able. All the Russian sugges- 
tions to date still allow too 
' much on the flank in the eyes 
-of most NATO countries.”" he 

- said. 

The Conventional Forces in 
’Europe (CFEl treaty, negoti- 
ated in 1990 between NATO 
Ttnfl the former Warsaw Pact 
nations, slashed the number of 

- tanks, armoured personnel 
i carriers, artillery pieces and 

* aircraft in Europe. 

; ■ The accord set a ceiling on 

* the number of ground weapons 
^that can be deployed along 

; NATO's northern and south-* 

5 erri flanks, such as Norway and 
•^Turkey. 

it limited Russia to no more 
-,ih an 580 armoured personnel 
carriers, 700 tanks and 1.280 
4iiiiery pieces in its active 
«|nits in the Leningrad Military 
District on its northwestern 
frontier and the North Cau- 
casus Military District on its 
ftmthem flank areas. 

• The exception was that Mos- 

could keep an unlimited 
ijumber of armoured personnel 
aimers on its flanks if they 
were manned by internal 
gcurity forces rather than reg- 
ular ariny divisions. 

* U.S. officials say the Rus- 
siars are reducing overall num- 
ber of weapons, but seem de- 
termined to keep funnelling 
forces inrn the Caucasus region. 


The SADF said two com- 
panies of up to 150 men each 
were deployed Sunday in Nat- 
al. taking to 450 the reinforce- 
ments sent in since the state of 
emergency came into force. A 
total of 1.200 troops are now 
deployed. 

“The extra men are now all 
deployed." SADF Natal Com- 
mand spokesman Colonel 
Frans Verfuss told Reuters. He 
said no more new reinforce- 
ments were expected For the 
time being. 

Violence monitors said the 
number of killings had fallen 
dramatically in townships 
around Durban before and af- 
ter the state of emergency was 
announced but the carnage was 
spreading to isolated areas in 
the midlands and northern 
coast. 

"It's too early to judge the 
effect of the state of emergen- 
cy." said one violence monitor. 
“It could make things better in 
some areas and worse in 
others." 

The region, traditional home 
of the country’s S.5 million 
Zulus, is the main battlefield 
between the African National 
Congress and fnkatha Free- 
dom Party. Some 10,000 have 
died in political unrest there 
over the past decade. 

Col. Verfuss said with close 
coordination with South Afri- 
can Police, there was an 
adequate number of security 
forces on hand — but hundreds 
more men were ready to move 


in if the situation deteriorated. 

Col. Verfuss also said large 
quantities of weapons — main- 
ly AK-47 assault rifles — were 
continuing to enter Natal pro- 
vince and the adjoining Kwa- 
zufu homeland. 

The state of emergency was 
declared to ensure the coun- 
try's first all-race elections 
could be held in the area. 
Violence has risen markedly 
with the approach of the poll, 
which Inkatha is boycotting 
and the ANC is widely ex- 
pected to win. 

Controversy is growing over 
the role of the Kwazulu police, 
which many political analysts 
expect to remain loyal to In- 
katha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. who is also Kwazulu 
chief minister. 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la said Thursday the homeland 
police would be confined to 
barracks under the state of 
emergency. Col. Verfuss said 
they would continue normal activities 
untif their role and the chain of 
command were defined. 

Several ANC offices have 
been attacked over the past 
week — including in Durban, 
Port Shepstone and Umiazi. 
On Saturday the movement- 
urged authorities to ensure the 
violence ended. 

"The ANC urges all the au- 
thorities, including the Tran- 
sitional Executive Council, to 
pay urgent attention to these 
concerns and to ensure the 
effective execution of the state 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


S. Africans prepare for worst 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — Anxious South Africans are 
stocking up on cans and candles, laying in guns and ammuni- 
tion and checking flights abroad as their first all-race elections 
approach. “I'm selling more handgun ammunition than ever 
before." said gun shop manager Peter Van Rhini, adding chat 
sales had increased up to 20 per cent since Monday when 53 
people were killed in pre-election violence in Johannesburg. 
Fears of wider violence and disruption associated with the 
April 26-28 election have focused on looting, anti-white 
attacks and possible sabotage of power and water supplies. A 
significant number of blacks and whites have been buying guns 
and stocking up on ammunition. One Johannesburg gun store 
manager told reporters he had no time to talk. Tm inundated 
— please." Gun enthusiast Michael Hoy said after a visit to a 
Johannesburg gun shop Thursday: “It was madness... They 
couldn’t sell guns fast enough." Weapons instructor Roy Van 
Reekum said that in March he trained 86 first-time gun-users, 
mainly blacks and middle-class whites, ranging from 16 to 68 
years old. “I call it the spare wheel mentality. ‘I hope to God I 
never have to use it. But just in case," he added. Those 
stockpiling food and fuel for cooking have mainly been white. 

American woman abducted in Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH (R) — An American woman and three 
Cambodians working for a Christian relief organisation have 
been abducted by suspected Khmer Rouge guerrillas in 
southerri Cambodia, a relief official said Sunday. American 
Melissa Himes and the three Cambodians, employees of the 
Swiss-based Food For the Hungry relief organisation, have 
been held by Khmer Rouge guerrillas since Thursday, the 
official said. The U.S. embassy confirmed the abduction but 
said it was still not dear if the abductors were from the Maoist 
guerrilla group. “We think they were abducted by either 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas or bandits. Whoever it "is their 
interests seem to be pecuniary, not political." an embassy 
official said. "We have been in touch with the Cambodian 
authorities at several different levels, including locally in 
Kampot." he said. Two Cambodian employees of the relief 
organisation were abducted while digging wells near the town 
of Chuk. 70 kilometres southwest of Phnom Penh last week, 
the relief offidal said. Ms. Himes and her driver were seized 
Thursday when they went to negotiate the release of rhe two 
well-diggers. 

Falklands probe: British executed PoWs 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — A newspaper said Saturday that an 
Argentine government-appointed War Crimes Commission's 
report says British soldiers killed or wounded Argentine 
prisoners during the 1982 Falklands War. The mass Buenos 
Aires drculation daily Garin, which said it had access to the 
yet unreleased document, reported the commission's report 
also contained charges that British troops had used weapons 
banned by the Geneva convention on arms. No confirmation 
was immediately available from the Defence Ministry, which 
appointed the War Crimes Commission last year after Britain 
started its own probe. Clarin's story ran on the 12th 
anniversary of Argentina’s invasion of the Falklands. a barren, 
sparsely populated archipelago. 400 kilometres off the main- 
land in the South Atlantic Ocean. The Argentines, ordered 
into the islands by former military President Leopoldo 
■ Galtieri, were routed in a 10-week war by a British task force 
that re-established colonial rule. Argentina, however, still 
claims sovereignty over the Falklands and other British-ruled 
South Atlantic islands. 


Perry fights Congress on buying reform 

WASHINGTON (R) — Mild-mannered Defence Secretary 
William Perry is in his first fight with Congress, saying it may 
cripple his effort to cur defence buying costs. The effort may 
sound esoteric, but Mr. Peny told Congress defence buying 
and management reforms could save more than 56 billion, and 
so help pay for the new U.S. defence strategy of being able to 
fight two wars at almost the same time. Mr. Perry, who 
answers the fiercest questioning at congressional hearings in a 
polite monotone, became feisty this past week in his effort to 
win Congress's approval of buying reform legislation he wants. 


■ tack on “crippling amendments... which limit its effectiveness 
dramatically.” Mr. Perry told a lawyers group the problem is 
that Congress has- approved a complex of requirements on 
defence work that now add up to a “thousand pages of 
boilerplate to go with every contract we send out A defence 
official S3id he was referring to special requirements on 
military contracts such as requirements that all or most U. 5. 
weapons and military hardware be made in America and that 
parts and good? be transported only on American ships. 


of emergency so that lives can 
be saved and peace returned to 
Natal." an ANC statement 
said. 

Mr. Buthelezi has rejected' 
the state of emergency, saying 
sending in South African 
troops was tantamount to an 
invasion and he could not be 
held responsible for the anger 
of Zulus who want a sovereign 
state. 

But he has expressed willing- 
ness to attend a peace summit 
with his nephew Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelithini, Mr. 
Mandela and Mr. De Klerk 
this week. 

Violence monitors expect a 
bloodbath if the summit fails. 

An opinion poll conducted 
in three of South Africa's nine 
regions early in March showed 
that President De Klerk's 
National Party (NP) had 
gained support in the last four 
months while backing for the 
ANC of Mr. Mandela had slip- 
ped. 

The poll in the Sunday 
Times, conducted in South 
Africa's most densely popu- 
lated regions, supported a 
nation-wide survey last week 
which showed rhe ANC could 
expect to gain at least 59 per 
cent of the votes — less than 
.the two-thirds majority polls- 
ters had previously predicted. 

A two-thirds majority would 
allow the ANC and its Com- 
munist allies to re-write the 
interim constitution by them- 
selves. 


Sinn Fein 

urges 

Britain 
to respond 

to truce 

DUBLIN (R) — The IRA's 
political wing Sinn Fein 
appeared Sunday to soften its 
stance on an Anglo-Irish peace 
plan, hinting it niighr extend a- 
three-day truce* if- Britafti ,f re* 
sponded to the gesture. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams urged the British gov- 
ernment to use .the surprise 
ceasefire to at least give a sign 
that it was ready to “clarify” 
the plan as asked. 

He told Britain's Observer 
newspaper that the significance 
of the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) short pause in its 25- 
year war to end British rule in 
Northern Ireland lay in its 
“potential." 

“None of us is interested in 
four-month suspensions or 
three-day suspensions or two- 
year suspensions we are in- 
terested in a peaceful Ireland." 
he was quoted as saying. 



Nelson Mandela, president of the African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC), greets enthusiastic Muslim 


supporters in Cape Town during the tricentenary 
celebrations qf Islam in South Africa (AFP photo) 


Gorazde holds out against Serb attack 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb 
forces pressed their assault on 
Gorazde Sunday but the U.N. 
commander in Bosnia doubted 
they would be able to take the 
besieged Muslim enclave. 

In northern Bosnia, the Un- 
ited Nations said the death 
toll- in the latest Serb “ethnic 
cl eansin g campaign” bad risen 
to 20. 

U.fjT. officials said shells 
landing near a refugee camp in 
the Gorazde pocket in eastern 
Bosnia Saturday afternoon kil- 
led one civilian and wounded 
two. 

Serb and Muslim media re- 
ported fresh fighting Sunday, 
the sixth day of the latest Serb 
assault on the enclave where 


65.000 people are trapped. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Eric Chaperon said in Sarajevo 
that Serb artillery fire struck 
Gorazde town while artillery 
and infantry clashes raged ' 
along front lines around the 
enclave. 

The spokesman there were 
no signs that the Serbs had 
gained any significant ground 
in the assault launched on 
March 29. 

The commander of U.N. 
forces in Bosnia, Lieutenant 
General Sir Michael Rose, said 
Bosnian Serb forces appeared 
incapable of raking Gorazde 
despite the new assault. 

- “What is happening in 
Gorazde is dearly important^ 


and something which worries 
ns but I don’t think one should 
overstate the. strategic con- 
sequences of what’s happen- 
ing,” Gen. Rose told reporters 
Saturday night. 

“There is limited (military) 
activity there in terms of open- 
ing routes and redefining de- 
fensive positions. But X cannot 
believe either side is going to 
make any major strategic' 
changes to the area.” 

U.N. sources described the 
latest Serb pounding of 
Gorazde as one of a series of 
spasmodic attacks without any 
strategic purpose to buy time 
in the face of diplomatic press- 
ure to make them join . a peace 
accord between their Croat 
'and 'Muslnni foes. 


U.K. press: Major’s days are numbered 


LONDON (R) — Embattled 
Prime Minister John Major re- 
ceived some fresh hammer 
blows from Britain’s Sunday 
newspapers which said voters 
wanted him to quit and his 
days ax the top were num- 
bered. 

The Sunday Times said in a 
damming editorial that Mr. 
Major had proved himself in- 
capable of mounting a credible 
strategy for a sustained recov- 
ery in his political fortunes and 
he appeared to have a knack 
for making a bad situation 

worse; Vv nnc-t Cinj. zimoq r'-. 

“Tttcen ^ogetfier, they^gv 
gest his plight is terminal,” the 
editorial said. It said the battle 
for his successor as Conserva- 
tive Party leader was already 
under way ahead of a formal 
challenge later in the year. 

The Observer derided Mr. 
Major’s “weak and fumbling 
leadership” and said be was 
now seen as “the man who 
would lose the party the next 
general election.” 

The Sunday Telegraph held 
more bad news for Mr. Major, 
who earlier launched a vigor- 
ous defence of his leadership 
after a week in which he was 
battered by criticism from within 
.his own party and open calls 
for his. resignation. 


The newspaper published a 
gallup poll showing that 65 per 
cent of British voters wanted 
him to step down and 68 per 
cent considered him to be 
“politically inept.” 

The poll, conducted last 
Thursday, said 31 per cent of 
Conservative voters were 
among those wanting him to 
go. 

A poll in the Sunday Times 
said a quarter of Conservative 
members of parliament 
thought Mr. Major should quit 
and 40 per cent believed he 
would not leadj foera, into the 
next gqneral election^ dne^by 
1997. ' r ... 

Mr. Major, 51, tried Satur- 
day to quash fevered specula- 
tion that his job was on die line 
following a humiliating climb- 
down over voting rights in an 
enlarged European Union. 

“Politics is a rough trade-. ’ 
sometimes you have to take 
some rough knocks — that's in 
the nature of the game. Fm not 
complaining about that,” Mr. 
Major said after visiting local 
Conservatives in his Hunting- 
don constituency north of Lon- 
don. 

While Mr. Major made clear 
be had no intention of res- 
igning in die near future, spe- 
culation was rife that some 
■ Conservative members of par- 


liament would try to oast him 
later this year. 

Parliamentary Conservatives 
routinely re-elect their leader 
every year. This is usually a 
formality for a sitting prime - 
minister but the procedure was 
used in 1990 to challenge and 
oust Mr. Major’s predecessor, 
Margaret Thatcher. 

The newspapers said Trade 
Secretary Michael Heseltine 
had emerged as the frontrun- 
ner to succeed Mr. Major 
should there be a challenge, 
with a slight advantage over 
. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) Kdnmnh* 

1 -■’Mv : 

Both have made dear they 
would like to replace Mr. Ma- 
jor one day, although neither 
has openly challenged him. 

An NOP poll in foe Inde- 
pendent On Sunday suggested 
’ that,' with Mr. Heseltine as 
leader, the Conservatives 
would win 30 per cent of sup- 
port from voters compared to 
26 per cent under Mr. Major. 

The Observer said Mr. 
Heseltine was being pressed .to 
team up with Treasury Chief 
Secretary Michael Portillo, foe 
“young Turk” of foe Con- 
servative right-wing. In a- 
“dream ticket” that would 

r :al to both right and left of 
divided ruling party. 



‘Junk’ statue 
disappears 

SAN FRANCISCO <AP) — 

Art, like junk, is often m foe 
eyes of the beholder. That*- 
exactly what worries sculptor 
William Wareham, whose 800- 
pound (360-kilo) sculpture 
made out of junk metal has 
vanished. The 9-foot (2-7- 
metre) tall piece, Salmon Run, » 
was built from crushed water 
heaters and a ship's ladder. It. . •- 
was placed on a steel pedestal 
outside foe offices of Norcai 
Waste Systems, but dis- 
appeared three weeks ago. 
Wareham fears that garbage 
collectors may have carted l! 
off for the city’s extensive; 
scrap metal recycling program- 
me. “It may have w*n cut up; ; 
by now,” he said. Norcai work-. - 
ers didn’t tell police the statue ; 
was missing right away beause 
they mistakenly thought it had 
been taken away to be cleaned.. 

On Friday, Wareham offered a ■- £ 
$1,000 reward for the' - 
artwork’s return in good condi- 
tion. It has been valued at'. 
$18,000. Another theory is that 
the statue might have been 
stolen by an art collector or- 
rival sculptor. Six bolts had to 
be removed to get it off its 
pedestal. Police aren't so sure 
it was stolen. “That thing is 9 
feet tall and weighs about 800. ' 
pounds, so how did foe thief 
lift it off foe pedestal?” said 
Police Inspector Joe Curtin. 

Man convicted for. 

beating 

lavnbatfair 

FORT SMITH, Ark. (AP) — 

A man who graduated with an ' 
animal science degree was con- . 
victed of beating a lamb at a 
livestock auction to make ir 
seem more attractive to - 
judges. Kyle Schwedtfeger was ' 
found guilty of cruetly to anim- 
als, a misdemeanour, and fined 
$1,000. Mr. Schwedtfeger, 22, 
graduated from Oklahoma; 
State University. He beat foe 
lamb with his hands at die 
Arkansas-Oklahoma State Fair 
junior livestock auction last 
September while foe lamb’s j 
16-year-ofd owner held it by 
foe head. The beating was in- 
tended to. cause the lamb's 
body to swell so it would feel 
more firm to judges, officials 
said,- Firmness is a desirable' 
quality in Uvestbdk showing:' A; 
videotape taken, by a faiigoet 
and shown at the trial caught 
part of the beating in the back- 
ground. The lamb’s owner, 
Mike Herrcf, 16, of Miami, 
Okla., was not charged, but 
had to forfeit prize money he 
won. He was banned from 
competing in foe auction for - 
two years. The trial came less 
than two weeks after an Okla- 
homa task force was formed to 
combat foe growing problem 
of cheating among exhibitors 
in junior livestock shows. Offi- 
cials with the Tulsa State Fair 
' said pressure to win is pushing-, 
people to use methods ranging . ' 
from ^ steroids to removing 
lambs' ribs to improve their 
shape. 


The_new VITARA 5- door 


The new VITARA 5 - door has fun 
and enjoyment for everyone, ft's stylish 
long body is stretched out to provide a 
spacious and comfortable ambiance for 
everyone aboard. 


And forth© driver, it's new 16 valve engine 
delivers a fast response for a day’s fun on 
the road. 

Free test drive by appointment. 


Avilable in 3 models - 5 doors - 3 doors - Convertible 
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e SUZUKI 


Made By Suzuki Motor Corporation - JAPAN 


6 I 1 * Commercial & Industrial Co 

~ Amman - Mahatta St. tm V ' 0 ’ 
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Martinez, Zvereva to 
meet in Family Cup fina l 


HILTON HEAD, South Car* 
bna (R) — Natalia Zvereva of 
Belarus was trounced in the 

. 5750,000 Family Circle Cup 
women s tennis tournament 
'™y. but came back to 
beat Mary Pierce of France 0-6 
o-3 6-2. 

.In the other semifinal, 
second-seeded Conchita Mar- 
onez of Spain battled foot blis- 
t^l and unseeded Iva Majoli 
of Croatia, who had back prob- 
lems, for a 6-3, 6-7 (7-3) 6-4 
decision. 

The 12th-ranked Zvereva, 
seeded sixth here, takes on the 
third-ranked Martinez in the 
final. The two have played six 
times before and are tied 3-3. 

“I needed this final. It is good 
for my ranking," said Mar- 
tinez, after her two-hour, 41- 
minute match. “I have a lot' of 
confidence. She is making 
good results at rhe moment 
and I know it is going to be 
another tough match. I have to 
just fight and fight and try to 
win the match." 

Zvereva reached the finals 
here once before in 1989, los- 
ing to Steffi Graf. 

The 13tb-ranked Pierce 
overwhelmed Zvereva in the 
38-minute first set. Pierce, 
seeded seventh, lost only six 
points on her own serve and 
only lost 14 points of the 41 
played in the opening set. 

Zvereva changed her tactics 
for the final two, sets of the 
two-hour match. She ran 
Pierce around more and em- 
ployed the drop shot effec- 
tively. 

“I should have remembered 
(to drop shot) in the first set,” 
said Zvereva, who now leads 
Pierce 2-1 in career meetings. 
"Sometimes when you are on 
the court it is hard to remem- 
ber all the things. So it is good 


that I started thinking about it 

and i t worked.” 

Pierce’s left thigh muscle 
was tight due to the many 
matches she’s played recently 
— she reached last week’s 
Houston final where she lost in 
straight sets to Sabine Hack of 
Germany. She took an injury 
time-out midway through the 
third set. 

"I played great the first set. 
But after that I ran out of gas a 
little bit," Pierce said. “I felt 
tired and sluggish. I had a tight 
muscle which made me about 
two steps slower. She played 
smart when she saw I wasn’t 
moving that quick.” 

Pierce appeared to be re- 
grouping for the final set when 
she broke serve in the opening 
game. But Pierce lost her serve 
at 0-40 in the next game and 
never challenged Zvereva 
again. Pierce lost her serve in 
the sixth and eighth games. 

The match between Mar- 
tinez and the 40th-ranked Ma- 
joli was characterised by un- 
forced errors. Majoli had 66 
and Maninez had 41 which 
made the contest resemble a 
battle of attrition. 

Both players sought the 
trainer's attention more than 
once during the match for their 
ailments. 

On her way to the semifin- 
als, Majoli beat fourth-seeded 
Gabriela Sabatini of Argenti- 
na, 14-seeded Leila Meskhi of 
Georgia and fifth-seeded Lind- 
say Davenport of the United 
States before falling to Mar- 
tinez. 

After evening the match by 
winning the second set tieb- 
reak, Martinez went ahead 4-1 
in the third set, but she had 
, major problems closing out the 
match. 

Seven of the 10 games in the 
final set were service breaks. 


Duncan wins Safari Rally 


. NAIROBI (R) — Ian Don can 
comfortably won the Safari 
Rally Sunday to notch his first 
\ world championship victory 
and also become the first Ke- 
nyan to win the event since 
1982: 

Duncan, partnered in his 
Toyota by fellow Kenyan Dave 
W illiamso n, finished 25 .mi-, 
ntrtey ahead ofdapan’s Keojuft 
Shiniazuka, .notching his . best 
ever Safari result in a Mitsu- 
bishi: 

. Duncan’s success extended 
Toyota’s world championship 
lead over Subaru to 16 points 


while Finland's Joha Kank- 
kunen still leads the drivers’ 
series despite crashing out ear- 
ly in the Safari Rally. 

“I’m really happy. I thought 
it was completely impossible to 
win, but we never had a prob- 
lem. The car’s done really 
great,” said Duncan, taking 
part in the rally for the 12th 
time. • • 

Frenchman Didier Auriol in 
another Toyota, taking part for 
the first time, fought back to 
finish in third place after Ken- 
jiro Shinozuka, in a Lancer 
Evolution. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
& TANNAH HtRSCH 

TAm MM> SWMBU. it 


East-West vulnerable. 
riiwilg. 

NORTH 
*72 
9K 

0 K 10 9 

* AKQ10 987 

.WEST EAST 

* A 10 8 6 * K Q 6 

.S2J1O90 7 <76482 

038 0 A 7 5 2 

*42 * J 5 

> SOUTH 

* J 9 4 3 

V, 9 A Q 6 

0 Q 8 4 3 

* 6 3 

‘The bidding: 

-•North East South West 

,1 • Pass 1 O 

' 8 • Para 3 NT 

• Para Para 
ij’. Opening tend: Jack of 9 

• There axe cardinal roles of dedar- 
play: Plan your campaign before 

-"pla ying to the Brat trick; and^ count 
■ .your tricks. South was guilty of neg- 
ligence on both c o un t s . 

V • The auction was routine. North’s 
voHd dob suit and secondary fit for 
'-.partner’s rli nrTinnr i suit fuDy juati- 


COUNT YOUR TRICKS 
North 


tied a jump rebid. South could hard- 
ly do less that rebid three no trump. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
dummy and craftily led a diamond. 
East could see the avalanche of 
clubs that was about to descend, so 
wasted no time in rising with the 
ace. Since West might have kd a b>w 
heart from a holding headed fay A J 
10, East shifted to the' king of 
spades. West signaled encourage- 
ment and East continued with the 
queen of spadea and another to bag 
five tricks for the defenders. 

It a possible declarer might have 
done better by running the duha 
before starting on diamonds- How- 
ever, had declarer taken stock be- 
fore playing to the tint trick, the 
winning line would have been ap- 
parent. Barring a 4-0 split, declarer 
can run aeven dub tricks. That 
meant only two heart tricks were 
necessary to fulfill the game . 

Those were there in foil view. In- 
stead of allowing the table's king of 
hearts to win the first trick, declarer 
should have overtaken with the aca 
and cashed the queen. Now seven 
ohih tricks would have brought 
South’s total to nine. 


REQUIRED 

j*" Teachers of English for Summer School 

I? English native speakers (preferably graduates) to' 
'i; teach children and adults. 

For further information please call 
A Tel. 680726, between 10 a.m. & 4 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Sami-furnished apartment consisting of 3 bedrooms, one of them 
master, kitchen, dining, reception with fitted carpets style curta»ns, 
telephone, central hefting, Easily accessible from Mecca Street or 

fSTstreet goog nrioMniM 

Lawyers Housing. 2nd floor with lift and porter for the building. 

Annual rent is JD 5.400. 

Please contact 623496 unH^B^n^ 683032 after 8 p.nu. 


National teanTheads for Qatar 
Davis Cup competition 


By AJeen Bannayan 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — It is once again 
time for the global tennis com- 
petition — the Daws Cap — 
one of the foremost annual 
athletic events grouping coun- 
tries from around the world: 
This year, Jordan plays its 
sixth Davis Cup competition 
when the national team leaves 
for Qatar April 4-10 to play in 
the Asia/Oceania Zone group 
3 alongside Lebanon, Bahrain, 
Brunei and Uzbekistan. 

Jordan had played on group 
2 alongside more experienced 
Asian teams like Malaysia. 
Singapore, Iran and Pakistan 
for the past three years before 
relegated to group 3 following 
their loss to Malaysia and Iran 
in the 1993 competition. 

Despite the fact that the 
Kingdom’s national team 
might be facing less competi- 
tive teams this year making 
viable the possibility of promo- 
tion to group 2, Jordan seems 
to be in a difficult situation 
since it misses the efforts of 
former national champion 
Hani A1 Ali and runner-up 
I mad Abu Hamda. 

Last year, AK had fainted 
that it would be his last year in 
competitive tennis, while Abu 
Hamda seems to be preoccu- 
pied with his studies at the 
school of medicine. 


Therefore, the pressure is 
now on Jordan’s young cham- 
pion Laith AI Azzouiii, who 
will be playing his third Davis 
Gxp. His teammates will be 
Samir Rifa’i, Laith Al Kurdi 
and Wadi* Kawar. 

According to national team 
coach Yonsef Al Oreibi, 
Azzouni, 16, and Rifa'i, 29 
have been regularly practising 
at the Jordan Tennis Federa- 
tion (JIF) courts three times a 
week for the past two months. 
However, Kawar and Kurdi, 
both 19, have only recently 
joined the national team after 
their arrival from the U.S. 
where both attend university. 

‘‘Personally, I am not opti- 
mistic of the team scoring a 
satisfactory result this year. 
However, you have to under- 
stand that there has been a 
turning point in the country’s 
tennis scene,” Oreibi told the 
Jordan Times. "The JIF is now 
very keen on preparing a big' 
number of young players. Just 
give them a couple of years and 
you’ll see the result yourself,” 
he asserted, pointing out that 
there were now at least eight 
young players who would 
someday well represent the 
Kingdom in such competitions. 

In past years, Jordan’s 
national team was unable to 
display its true quality of play 
as the team mainly depended 


on the efforts of Ali and Abu 
Hamda who would become ex- 
hausted in the three-day Davis 
Cup ties which demand physic- 
al fitness and availability of 
players who would play in dou- 
bles singles matches. 

"There is no question that 
we could have secured a good 
result with Ali and Abu Ham- 
da, but we hope that the play- 
ers will benefit from our parti- 
cipation this year as we know 
the Lebanese nd Bahraini 
teams are very good and have 
more experienced players,” 
said Oreibi. 

Unlike other years, the 
national team did not bave any 
friendly matches with other 
countries because two of its 
members were abroad. There- 
fore, Azzouni and Rifa'i had to 
test their preparedness by play- 
ing the top three ranked play- 
ers from Iraq who are now 
training in Jordan. 

The Iraqi champions Ahmad 
Oreibi, Ali Hussein and 
Kazem Hussein beat their 
Jordanian counterparts 2-1. 

In addition, Azzouni and 
Rifa'i also played their coach, 
who was Iraq’s champion for 
14 years before retiring from 
competitive tennis in 19S8. 

The national team leaves for 
the Qatari capital. Doha, Mon- 
day. The delegation is headed 
by team captain Maher Al Tal. 


Knicks win 15th 
straight game 


NEW YORK (R) — Hubert 
Davis bad 21 points and Pat- 
rick Ewing scored 15 with 11 
rebounds and six blocks lead- 
ing the New York Knicks to a 
115-87 win over the Miami 
Heat, for their 15th straight 
triumph Saturday. 

Hie streak is the second- 
longest in franchise history, 
surpassed only by an 18-game 
streak in 1969-70. 

The Knicks trailed. 38-36 
midway through the second 
quarter before embarking on 
an 18-9 run to dose the half with 
a 56-47 lead. 

Miami was led by Harold 
Miner’s 15 points. 

In Washington. Don Mac- 
Lean scored 29 points, leading 
the Washington Bullets to a 
104-96 win over the Milwaukee 
Bucks in the battle to avoid the 
Eastern Conference’s worst re- 
cord. 

The win moved Washington 
two games ahead of the Bucks, 
who fell to 19-52. 

The Bucks have dropped 12 
of their last 14 overall and nine 
straight on the road. 

At Utah, Karl Malone had 
31 points and 12 rebounds and 


the Utah Jazz defeated the 
Denver Nuggets, 101-91, for 
just their second win in the last 
nine games. 

Malone scored 17 points in 
the first half to help the Jazz 
build a 55-44 lead at intermis- 
sion. 

Utah took a 17-point lead 
(66-49) on Jeff Homacek’s two 
free throws with 4:47 left in the 
third. 

The closest Denver was able 
to get was eight points with 
1:12 left in the game. 
Mahmoud Abdul Rauf had 19 
points for the Nuggets. 

In Dallas, Mark Price scored 
24 points and John Williams’ 
added 23 points md 18 re- 
bounds as the Cleveland Cava- 
liers handed the Dallas Maver- 
icks their 17th consecutive de- 
feat. 95-88. 

Doug Smith led Dallas with 
23 points. Jim Jackson scored 
22 for the Mavs. 

At Indiana, Indiana got a 
season-high 38 points from 
Reggie Miller and Byron Scott 
had seven points during a key 
third-quarter run as the Pacers 
got by the Orlando Magic, 
128-113. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and unfurnished new flats, located 
in a quiet area in Jabai Amman, 5th Circle. 

For more details please call 628307, 
Amman, Mr. Fou’ad, from 9-1 and 3-6. 


i®r 

Villas 

D'ANGELO 


SPAGHETTI IT WAS NAMED, 

AND IN ROME IT WAS FAMED, 

BUT WITH ANGELO 
THE SECRET RECIPE REMAINED ... 

Now open for luricl-i and dinner. Jabai Amman. Tol. 638212 


FOR SALE 

1994 brand new black BMW 540i, full options available for 
immediate delivery, duty unpaid. 

For further information, please contact: 

From 9:00 am. - 3:30 p.m. TeL 621729/659671 
Afternoon TeL 813777/817100 


Clinton yells, 
claps, leaps 
to cheer on 
Arkansas 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 
(R) — President Clinton 
yelled, clapped and leaped to 
his feet Saturday as he cheered 
on his beloved Arkansas 
Razorbacks, who beat Arizona 
to advance to the National 
Collegiate Championship bas- 
ketball game. 

“Yes, yes,” Clinton yelled, 
pumping his fist, as Arkansas 
came from behind in the 
second half to defeat Arizona 
91-82. 

The president, accompanied 
by wife Hillary, their 14-year- 
old daughter Chelsea and 
wearing an. Arkansas ball .cap. 
flew from Sari Diego to Char- 
lotte after a week of vacation 
in Southern California and 
went straight from the airport 
to Charlotte Coliseum to watch 
the game. 

A fervent fan who taught 
law school at Arkansas in the 
mid-1970s, Clinton sat in a 
"sky box" high in the stadium. 
He clapped, pumped his fists, 
jumped to his feet and added 
his voice to the loud yells of the 
Arkansas contingent. 


Sampras wins Osaka final 


•-•v 


OSAKA, Japan (R) — World 
number one Pete Sampras de- 
vastated qualifier Lionel Roux 
from France to win the 
S650,000 Salem Open tennis 
tournament in Osaka, Japan, 
Sunday. 

The 22-year-old Floridian 
crushed Roux 6-2 6-2 to collect 
the $89,000 winner’s share, 
clinching his fifth title this year 
and 25th career title. 

Roux, ranked 210 in the 
world, has put on an impress- 
ive show this week, beating 
former number one Ivan 
Lendl, sixth seed American 
Aaron Krickstein and Swede 
Henrick Holm to reach Sun- 
day’s finals. 

The ginger-haired French- 
man, earned $52,590 as run- 
ner-up and has shot up to the 
top 120’s with his winnings. 

It is the first time Roux has 
competed for a career title. His 
previous best tour results were 
second round showings at 



Pete Sampras 

Toulouse, where he defeated 
Bjorn Borg, and at the French 
Open in 1992. 

“Even when 1 hit very hard. 
Sampras hit even harder so it 
put a lot of pressure on me." 
said Roux who had only one 


break point on his opponent^ 
serve in the match. 

"But it’s been a great week 
for me. I earned a lot of points 
and now 1 can play in the 
bigger tournaments." 

Said Sampras: "He hit his! 
ground strokes very well and \ 
had to work hard to win points, - 
He is a player who can get- 
better and better." .-I 

Sampras said much the same* 
about his own game. “It's the 1 
best start I've had to a year. 1 
I've only lost twice and my 
tennis is getting better and' 
better." 

The doubles title went to the 
fourth-seeded pair, Martin 
Damm of the Czech Republic 
and Australian Sandon Stolle,' 
who downed top seeds Daviq- 
Adams of Australia and 
Andrei Olhovskiy of Russia’ 
6-4 6-4. 

The winning team earned* 
$39, (XX) and the runner-up pah*- 
$32,650. 
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Museum of Jordanian Heritage 
Yarmouk University 
Irbid-Jordan 

The Museum of the Jordanian Heritage announces its 
opening hours as follows: 

1. Daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

(Except Thursdays and Fridays). 

2. Daily from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. during the university summer 
vacation. 

(June 12th - Sept. 2nd) and mid-year vacation (Jan. 
15th-Jan. 29th) 

For further information, please contact the museums curator. 

Tei.: 276277 Ext. 4278 -4275 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

HINNAWI CAR SERVICE 

(MERCEDES MECHANICS 
PROFESSIONALS) 

TEL. 864220 

Industrial Area — Al Bayader 
HINNAWI - Where you Find Trust & 
Unique Service 


LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW r- 
Furnished Apartment For Rent 

220 Sq. M; 1 st floor, near 5th Circle, Zahran Street- . 
- Jabai Amman, overlooking a beautiful private 
garden. 

Large salon, dining room. 2 double bedrooms-. * 
carpets. 2 bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen 
laundry room, 3 balconies. 

Telephone, colour TV. video and stereo. Car park:* 
available. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

If interested please call tei. 671509 

&/or 690116 


REINFORCEMENT STEEL 
FOR SALE 

A quantity of 2000 tonnes of reinforced steel bars — 
grade 60 of dlametres (16-25) — is for sale at a good . 

Interested, call tel. 06/653946 


To Suit 
All 

Budgets 


PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 
CONSULTANTS TEL : 829SS2 / 829883.“ 


c. --4 vet i£cz SCe 
VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OR WITHOUT 
FURNITURE. 


T 

% 

D 

A* 

Y 

\ 

Cinema ’ TcL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnema TcL: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NabH Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Td.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE . 

DEAD AGAIN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8 JO. 10:30 

Holly Florla & Alicia Anne 
in 

BtKKNl ISLAND 

Shows: 1230 . 3:15. 5. 630. &30. Kh30 

CONCORD “T 
DEMOLITION MAN 

• Shows: 12JQ. 3:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10-JO 

CONCORD ‘2* 
THE FUGITIVE 

Shows 1230, 3:45, 6:00, 3:15. 10:15 

Opening Soon 
A political cemedy 
Forbidden X Forbidden 

Watch for the surprise — 
The next play.... 

The theatre reopens Wednesday 
April 6 in the last two weeks ol 
showing 

“Welcome Arab Summit" play 
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ternal violence 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Latin Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem harshly 
attacked Palestinian “oppor- 
tunists" in an Easter address 
that warned of rising civil strife 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“In addition to the general 
security situation, we are also 
saddened to see an internal 
security situation in Palestinian 
society in which opportunist 
.and irresponsible elements 
have begun to show," said 
Patriarch Michel Sabbah. 

“These are destroying unity 
and security by their attacks on 
their brothers and indeed on 
the cne Palestinian family." he 
added. “Do not allow them to 
succeed in sowing discrimina- 
tion in your hearts." 

Archbishop Sabbah led Eas- 
ter mass in the Church of the 
I-ioly Sepulchre, the site where 
Christians believe Christ rose 
horn the dead. Carrying a sil- 
ver staiT. the archbishop was 
preceded by the Muslim guards 
of the church bearing the 
ground with medieval canes. 

.Archbishop Sabbah did not 
direct his words specifically at 
any one but they came amid 
widespread anxiety among 
Palestinians that the imminent 
start of self-rule in Gaza and 
Jericho may heighten factional 
fighting. 

In the Gaza Strip, law and 
order has almost collapsed as 
the Israeli army prepares to 
withdraw. Guns have flooded 
into Gaza recently and there 
has been a rise of inter-Palesti- 
nian fighting, often for person- 
al rather than political motives. 

The main Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) fac- 
tion Fateh and the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement Hamas 
each kidnapped an activist 
from the other side over the 
weekend, the first time this has 
happened. 

Archbishop Sabbah, who six 
years ago became the first 
Palestinian patriarch in the 
Latin Church, said the Feb. 25 
massacre of dozens of worship- 
pers in a mosque by * -Jewish 
settler has spawned mote vio- 
lence. 

“The victims are falling to- 
day and every day in our 
streets and cities. It saddens us 
that hatred remains in hearts. 
It is as if the circle of violence 
has been opened again,’* he 
said. 

Archbishop Sabbah pro- 
tested that once again Palesti- 


nian Christians from the occu- 
pied territories had been stop- 
ped from attending holy week 
services because of a tight 
Israeli curfew following the 
massacre. 

Few Palestinians from out- 
side Jerusalem were there to 
hear him. 

Orthodox Christians observe 
Easter Sunday on May 1 this 
year. 

In a radio address for Easter 
monitored in Italy, the 
Archbishop Sabbah on Satur- 
day urged Pope John Paul II to 
avoid a pilgrimage the pontiff 
mentioned during a recent 
Vatican visit by- Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

He said the Pope should 
only consider such a trip 
“when the Christians here, like 
all the other inhabitants of the 
occupied territories, will have 
a certain freedom, will not be 
put under such severe security 
measures.” 

A steady stream of pilgrims 
and tourists converged on the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
for the mass of the resurrec- 
tion, conducted around .the 
candle-lit marble shrine which 
for centuries has been vener- 
ated as the site of Christ's 
tomb. 

Incense filled the cavernous 
800-year-old church as 
Archbishop Sabbah. circled 
the shrine three times. 

Priests sang out “deo patri et 
gloria” and other Latin hymns 
as the crowd answered back 
“hallelujah.” Devout men and 
women knelt before the stone 
of unction, where tradition 
says Jesus* body was covered 
with a shroud and anointed 
after being removed from the 
cross. 

Four Israeli soldiers armed 
with assault rifles stood in the 
courtyard outside the church, 
but general security was in- 
visible. 

Under the dear blue skies, 
pilgrims strolled through the 
cobblestone alleys of the Old 
City past stalls featuring post- 
cards, holy water, frankincense 
and other souvenirs on their 
way to the basilica, built by the 
Crusaders in the 12th century. 

Israeli tourism officials had 
predicted a 25 per cent in- 
crease over last year, but the 
Hebron massacre kept many 
away. Officials estimated 
50,000 people were in the Holy 
Land for the holiday season, 
about the same as 1993. 


Husseini holds talks with Majali 


(Continued from page ]) 

Minister Jawad A! Anani. 
several issues were discussed, 
including the question of the 
Holy City of Jerusalem and the 
need to highlight it in future 
Arab coordination meetings. 

Mr. Husseini said the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian sides at 
the meeting affirmed the need 
to preserve the Arab identity 
arid character of the Holy City, 
particularly with regard to renova- 
li o n and restoration 

works currently underway at 
holy sites. 

“We have agreed that the 
issue of Jerusalem is most im- 
portant. and thus we stressed 
the need to reactivate the role 
of ;hc Jerusalem Committee 
up earlier by Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) within the 
framework of the comprehen- 
sive coordination between Jor- 
dan and the organisation.” said 
Mr. Husseini. The committee 
will meet within the next few 
days, he said. 

Mr. Husseini, the senior- 
most PLO official in the occu- 
pied territories, lauded Jor- 
dan's role in restoring and re- 
novating the Dome of the 
Aock Mosque in Jerusalem. 

“This (project) has saved the 
Dome of the Rock (mosque)." 
he said, thanking the Jorda- 


nian leadership for its assist- 
ance in this respect. 

The renovation was laun- 
ched upon personal efforts by 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
who himself donated $8.2 mil- 
lion for the project, which is 
expected to be finished soon. 

In reference to the PLO- 
Israel agreement signed in 
Cairo on Thursday, Mr. Hus- 
seini said speeding up the pro- 
cess of Israeli withdrawal and 
embarking on implementing 
the agreement was no doubt a 
step forward. 

"We hope Israel would im- 
plement the agreement in a 
form that would serve the 
accord’s purposes," he noted. 

He said the deployment of 
Western observers in Hebron 
was not sufficient for the pro- 
tection of the Palestinian resi- 
dents there, but that it would 
help. 

“What would be adequate is 
a complete Israeli withdrawal 
from the city and the uprooting 
of (Jewish) settlements in the 
area," Mr. Husseini said. 

“Although the Western pre- 
sence is not enough protection 
for Hebron residents, it will 
help somehow,” said Mr. Hus- 
seini. 

Mr. Husseini arrived here 
Saturday from the PLO head- 
quarters in Tunisia en route to 
the West Bank. 


Israeli police quit Gaza, Jericho 


(Continued from page 1) 

pccted to set up a base once 
Israel withdraws. 

Palestinian youths hurled 
mottles and stones into the 
police courtyard and border 
iicljze answered with tear-gas 
and concussion grenades. 
Seme of the grenades landed in 
a. hospital courtyard nearby, 
Uit there was no indication 
thsi patients were harmed. 

"They are still shooting at 
us, and we won't stop throwing 
atones until they are gone,” 
said Mohammad Jereida. 

. Poiice commander Yigal 
A lor. said the police withdraw- 
al started Sunday, but they 
■vere not actually leaving. 
Asked about the protests out- 
side. he said. “! guess they 
dpn’t want us to go.” 

Shortly before the clashes 
begett, a half-dozen police in 
Mue uniforms gathered outside 


the station for good-bye pic- 
ture taking. 

fa Gaza City, Israeli police 
pulled out of three buildings 
used by police and the para- 
military border police, leaving 
behind only a guard detail. 

Policemen dismantled 
antennas, transmitters and 
trailers that had been used as 
offices. Others were busy 
cleaning and painting. 

"Just like the army, we are 
making preparations to move 
out in the shortest amount of 
time. Whatever is not absolute 
necessary is being removed,” 
said police spokesman Eric 
Bar-Chen. 

“But we are still there, and 
we are not leaving just yet,” he 
added. y 

An army spokesman said 
there was no reduction in the 
number of Israeli forces in the 
occupied lands. 



HUMAN SHIELD: Two Palestinians stand on 
Israeli police vehicles after ordered to do so by 
Israeli forces in order to deter other Palestinians 


from thr ow i ng stones at the vehicles In Jericho in 
the o ccup i e d West Bank (AFP photo) 


Iraq assails Saudi Arabia as 
GCC urges continued sanctions 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — An 
Iraqi newspaper Sunday 
attacked statements by Saudi 
Arabia in which it warned Gulf 
states against backing Bagh- 
dad's efforts to end trade sanc- 
tions. 

The state-run Iraqi News 
Agency quoted the daily A1 
Thawra as saying Saturday’s 
remarks by Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud A1 Faisal 
were dictated by the United 
States and its allies. 

The newspaper said Prince 
Saud was “echoing his master's 
voice as a humble and minor 
follower” with the aim of 
"keeping the Gulf states under 
the threat df imperialism, 
which he represents.” 

Iraq has been campaigning 
in the Arab World to end an oil 
embargo and trade sanctions 
that have been in force since 
the invasion of Kuwait. 

Prince Saud, in remarks to 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) foreign ministers 
gathered in Riyadh, said Bagh- 
dad was “trying to split the 
GCC, which has been the firm 
rock that stood up to its ambi- 
tions and destroyed its aggres- 
sion.” 

He demanded that the coun- 
cil's member states “affirm the 
solidity and stability of this 
stand and close the door- 
against any such attempts.” 

The GCC is led by Saudi 
Arabia and includes Kuwait, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Bahrain and Oman. 

The GCC m i nisters ended 
their meeting on Sunday 
urging the United Nations to 
hold fast to the sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq. They said Bagh- 
dad continued to pose a threat 
to its neighbours' peace and 


stability. 

The ministers said after the 
two-day meeting that the 
Security Council should keep 
up pressure on Iraq to abide by 
resolutions by maintaining its 
ban on Iraqi sales of crude oil 
and limiting trade with it to 
food and m edicines. 

Iraq '‘continues to threaten 
the security and stability of 
our countries,” the ministers 
said in a statement. 

Prince Saud said when he 
opened the meeting on Satur- 
day Iraq was making contacts 
across the Arab Worid to seek 
support for the lifting of U.N. 
sanctions before Baghdad had 
folly complied with U.N. re- 
solutions. 

The ministers cited Iraq’s 
refusal to recognise Kuwait's 
borders as redefined by a U.N. 
commission after the 1991 war 
and the continued detention of 
hundreds of Kuwaitis that were 
rounded up in the emirate dur- 
ing Iraq’s seven-month occupa- 
tion,, 

Iraq has denied holding 
Kuwaiti prisoners. 

Iran criticised 

The GCC ministers also 
backed Saudi Arabia in its row 
with Iran over the Haj. 

The foreign ministers' state- 
ment declared “full and abso- 
lute support” for the king- 
dom's measures to control the 
number of pilgrims due to per- 
form the pilgrimage in May. 

They noted a “marked 
escalation” in Iranian media 
attack on the kingdom and 
condemned recent Iranian 
press reports on “what they 


Haim that tiie kingdom is ob- 
structing Iranian pilgrims.” 

Tehran newspapers have 
sharply attacked Saudi Arabia 
in the past three weeks after 
spiritual leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said the kingdom 
might turn the Haj into 
“another tool in the hands of 
Americ a and big powers.” . 

Iran’s Oil Minister Gbolam- 
reza Aqazadeh also blamed 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest producer, for low oil 
prices. 

Iranian officials say Riyadh 
wants to halve the number of 
Iranians going to the Haj next 
month to about 60,000. 

The GCC statement said the 
ministers supported Saudi Ara- 
bia’s arrangements, including 
its enforcement of a 1988 deci- 
sion by Islamic ministers who 
set a quota of one pilgrim per 
1,000 Muslims for each country 
to avoid congestion at holy 
sites. 

Iranian officials say Iran has 
two plans for this year's rituals 
— one to send about 120,000 
pilgrims, the same number as 
in the past three years, and one 
to send about 60,000 — winch 
is based, on the 1988 quota. 

’nij; quota was unofficially 
waived for Iran in the past 
three years after Iranians en- 
ded a three-year boycott to 
protest against a ban on politic- 
al activity during the Haj fol- 1 
lowing ribts in Mecca in 1987 in 
which 402 people, mostly Ira- 
nian pilgrims, were killed. 

Iran says the waiver was part 
of a formal agreement which 
paved the way for resumption 
of diplomatic ties between the 
two cxMHi tries in 1991. Riyadh 
denies it made any such deal. 


Oil spill threatens 
[UAE fishing town 


Settler ‘mayor’ sees massacres 


(Continued from page 1) 

Commission President Judge 
Meir Sharagar told army inves- 
tigator Brigadier-General 
David Agmon of a “thesis” the 
judges bad that a second man 
opened fire on the worshipers 
from the for side of the Ibrahi- 
mi Mosque. 

“We haven't yet decided” 
on the second man, judge 
Abdul Rahman Zoabi said, but 
the judges pressed Gen. 
Agmon on gaps in his inves- 
tigation of die Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre. 

The judges noted that Gen. 
Agmon’s report used ballistic 
and trajectory findings to place 
killer Baruch Goldstein at 
three different positions in the 
mosque. 

Judge Eliezer Goldberg 
asked Gen. Agmon bow Gold- 
stein could have entered 
through the main entrance, 
shot several rounds, and 


travelled 25 metres without 
being attacked — unless there 
was an accomplice. 

Gen. Agmon, who described 
the possibility of an accomplice 
as '‘possible, but not prob- 
able," said he believed Gold- 
stein protected himself by 
shooting until he had returned 
to his point of entry — perhaps 
with the intention of escaping 
— when he was* set upon while 
switching' dips. 

Worshipers beat Goldstein 
to death. A Glilon assault rifle 
and seven clips were found 
next to Goldstein's body in the 
mosque after the attack. 

The judges also raised ear- 
lier testimony from two sol- 
diers guarding the ate, who 
said they saw Goldstein enter 
the site with an M-16 assault 
rifle, and said they saw a 
second mystery settler carrying 
a Glilon. 

Gen. Agmon noted that 
Goldstein’s assigned weapon. 


as a reserves major in the 
army’s medical c orps , was the 
Glilon found in the mosque. 
But be acknowledged that 
many witnesses had seen Gold- 
stein carrying an M-16 in the 
weeks prior to the massacre, 
although he had never been 
assigned an M-16. 

The shells recovered at tire 
site were all from the Glilon, 
Gen. Agmon said. But Mr. 
Zoabi suggested that the 
second gunman might have 
switched guns with Goldstein, 
and used a special sack to 
retain the shells from the M- 
16. 

Gen. Agmon countered that 
a shell-retaining sack would 
have been cumbersome. But 
the extremist Kach movement, 
with which Goldstein was 
associated, has advertised the 
existence of specially-made 
sacks in recent years, as a 
means of avoiding police de- 
tection.. 


Another Aqaba-bound ship denied entry 


(Continued from page 1) 

panel, which includes repre- 
sentatives of all the 15 mem- 
bers of the Security Council. 

“We could not but reach a 
conclusion that the U.S. is 
mostly trying unilaterally to 
cater to the desires of some of 
the Gulf states by maintaining 
the sanctions on Iraq and also 
pressure on Jordan,” said the 
Jordanian, who declined to be 
identified forther. 

The Jordanian government 
has filed several memos with 
the Sanctions Committee rais- 
ing this particular point, but no 
action had been adopted, di- 
plomats said. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said last week 
that he was looking for ways to 
ease the impact the embargo 
against Iraq is having Ott‘ 
Jordan. 

“We’re certainly working on 
that,” Mr- Christopher said. 
“We'd like to find some way to 
ease the burden on Jordan of 
these inspections ... we recog- 
nise the pressure on Jordan 


and the disadvantages to Jor- 
dan’s economy.” 

The U.S. has always main- 
tained that it has Security 
Council authorisation to en- 
force the sanctions which the 
world body imposed in August 
1990 following Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait. Legal experts have 
questioned this assertion, 
however. 

Ali Dmour, head of the 
Jordanian Jurists Association, 
said: “Legally there is a grey 
area between what the U.S. 
claims as the authorisation it 
has from the Security Council 
and the actual modality of en- 
forcing the sanctions.” 

“But in reality there is no 
such formal authorisation and 
the enforcement of the sanc- 
tions and the interception of 
Aqaba-bound vessels were 
adopted by the U.S. in its own 
interpretation of how to moni- 
tor respect for the sanctions." 
Mr. Dmour told the Jordan 
Times. 

Despite the argument, it is 
unlikely that any bid to chal- 
lenge the American assertion 
will be entertained in the U.S.- 


dominated Security Council, 
observers say. 

'“But that does not mean 
that we should shut up and put 
up with whatever way the U.S. 
wants to deal with us,” said the 
Jordanian who attended tb* 
meeting with the Sanctions 
Committee official. 

A European diplomat said: 
“Jordanian patience has to ijp 
commended since (the King- 
dom) put up with the status 
quo for more than three years 
before deciding that enough 
was enough and took a firm 
position.” 

“I think most of the Euro- 
pean countries support the 
Jordanian stand although it is 
not yet dear what individual 
governments would do to help 
the Kingdom,” added the di- 
plomat. 

So for, only France, whose 
ships often participate in the 
U.S.-led force patrolling the 
Red Sea, has publicly said that 
it supported the Jordanian 
position and that an urgent 
solution to the siege of Aqaba 
had to be found. 


Returnees face key 
task in occupied land 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The 49 Palestinian ex- 
pellees whom a Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader said on Sunday were to 
be allowed by Israel to return 
home are expected to fill a 
power vacuum in the organisa- 
tion. 

“People are waiting for 
things to change, for the chaos 
to end,” said Said Kanaan, a 
businessman from Nablus dose 
to PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat. “The returnees will be 
kind of a reference point. 

“Now there is nobody peo- 
ple can resort to with their 
problems because of internal 
splits,” added Mr. Kanaan, 
whose house was shot at by 
unknown gunmen last week. 

Many of the 49 expellees 
named by PLO offidal Faisal 
A1 Husseini, speaking to re- 
porters in Amman, were gras- 
sroots leaders expelled by 
Israel before or during the 
Palestinian uprising. Exiled in 
Jordan or Tunis, they entered 
senior ranks of the PLO. 

As the expellees, who will 


start returning this week, re- 
joiced at the prospect of seeing 
their homes and family again- 
Palestinians inside the west 
Bank and Gaza pored over 
their names and tried to work 
out who would do what. 

The PLO closed most of its 
offices in the occupied territor- 
ies last week, ostensibly jn a 
protest at the killing by soldiers 
of six Fateh activists in Gaza. 
Many Palestinians think 
another major reason was to 
stop raging turf battles withm 
the PLO faction. 

Fateh activists in Gaza and 
Nablus have been shot in inter- 
nal feuds in recent weeks. Four 
senior Gaza figures linked to 
the faction were assassinated in 
Gaza laste last year in killings 
widely thought to be linked to 
internal struggles. 

“The deportees have two 
significant roles to play. The 
euphoria they create might 
offset die decrease of support 
the PLO has suffered recently 
and they will help to consoli- 
date Fateh,” said Ghassan A1 
Khatib. a former negotiator. 


DIBA. United Arab Emirates 
(Agencies) — An oil spill from 
a tanker collision is threatening 
a fishing town in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and has 
driven tourists away from some 
popular Arabian Sea beaches, 
officials said Sunday. 

“Fishermen will suffer. In 
one place we saw at least 80 
boats which couldn’t enter the, 
sea because of die oil,” a UAE 
official said while inspecting 
the port of Diba, set in a wide 
bay ringed by rust-coloured 
mountains. 

Workers were setting up a 
floating boom to protect 
moored fishing boats from the. 
oil, spilled when two tankers* 
collided just outride the Gulf 
late on Wednesday night. 

But small amounts of oil 
from the stick, said by port 
officials in the emirate of Fu- 
jairah on Saturday to contain 
around 1$0OQ tonnes of crude; 
had already seeped into - the 
harbour and begun to stain the 
azure water a greasy blade. 

“I think the amount of oil 
might even be double the 
16, 000-tonne figure. The slide 
is over 30 kilometres and it’s 
very thick in places," the UAE 
government official said. 

Officials say the disaster. 
could have been much worse if 
the oil spilled had been heavy, 
like much of the crude pro- 
duced in the Gulf. The cargo 
which is lapping the Arabian 
Sea beaches is of Iranian crude 
oil originally destined for 
Japan. . 

Iran was offering to cooper- 
ate with Gulf Arab states and 
international bodies to help 
dear up the slide, Iran’s offidal 
Tehran Radio said. 

“Large quantities of oil are 
washing up on beaches... and 
help is now required to avoid a 
major disaster to the area’s 
beadies and marine life,” said 
an offidal statement issued by 
the government of Fujairah. 

Fujairah said dead fish, tur- 
tles and other forms of marine 
life bad washed ashore and 
sdentists had been sent to the 
area to assess damage to 
beaches and to marine life. 


“Immediate large-scale help 
is now required to prevent this 
disaster causing long-term 
damage to Fujairah’s beaches 
and local marine life, with a 
consequent impact on the 
fishing and tourist industries,” 
it said. 

The spill soiled patches of 
beach along more than 30 
-kilometres of the UAE’s east 
coastline stretching from north 
Fujairah to Khor Fakkan and 
beyond to Diba, according to 
shipping executives. 

Fujairah port officials said 
die main body of foe slick was 
only a few kilometres south of 
Diba, a town shared between 
foe UAE and Oman. Many of 
the town's people depend for 
their livelihoods on its' small 
fish market. 

The slide has moved north- 
wards up the UAE's Arabian 
Sea coast - since foe collision 
about 16 kilometres off Fu- 
jairah. Patches of crude have 
drifted ashore, blackened san- 
dy beadies and filled the air 
with a reek of petrol. 

But it has moved on past 
major installations and big 
hotels in Fujairah town and the 
smaller port of Khor Fakkan, a 
major tourist destination in the 
UAE. » 

The two towns lie close, 
together some 100 kilometres 
from the Gulfs entrance at the 
Straits of Hormuz. 

The manager of a beachride 
hotel in Khor Fakkan pointed 
to sparkling water and dean 
sand and said the town was. 
unaffected. But he added that 
some misleading press reports 
about the slick had led to some 
cancelled reservations. 

But one beach hotel farther 
north said most of its guests 
had quit their rooms, driven 
away by oil encrusting the 
sand. 

A desalination plant which 
provides nearly all the area’s 
fresh water also remained un- 
touched some 16 kilometres 
from the scene of the collision 
between the 57, 211-tonne 
UAE tankera Baynunah, 
which was in ballast, and the 
298, 238-tonne Seki. 


Algeria: Fundamentalism 
threatens Arab Maghreb 


TUNIS (R) — Algerian Presi- 
dent Liamme Zeroual, faced 
with an accelerating armed in- 
surrection by militants, told his 
Maghreb neighbours on Sun- 
day they are all threatened by 
Islamic fundamentalism. 

“Certain foreign forces are 
trying to take advantage of this 
situation to strike at foe unity 
and stability of our country... 
while hiding behind our reli- 
gion and our most sacred 
values,” Mr. Zeroual said at 
tire end of an Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU) summit. 

“We believe that these 
plots... aim not just at Algeria 
but are part of a horrible plan 
that aims at all of us as Muslim 
societies moving step-by-step 
toward progress.” he added. 

The AMU was formed in 
1989 to forge Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco and 
Tunisia into a common market 
but has made little progress in 
foe past five years because of 
political and economic disputes 
among the members. 

Diplomats in the region say 
that most of Algeria’s neigh- 
bours fear its unrest may 
spread and undermine their 
societies, adding that this will 
likely limit further AMU coop- 
eration. 

Mr. Zeroual did not namp 
which "foreign forces” were 
promoting the aimed struggle 


in Algeria, but in the past the 
country has accused Iran and 
Sudan of interference in its 
affairs. 

Appointed president by 
Algeria’s military leadership 
two months ago, Mr. Zeroual 
made his first offidal trip 
abroad to attend the Maghreb 
summit and to take over its 
rotating presidency from Tuni- 
sian President Zine A) Abe- 
dine Ben Ali. 

The onion, which has signed 
scores of economic accords 
since its founding but im- 
plemented few, readied 11 
agreements during the summit, 
including one that repeats its 
long-standing ambition of 
rating a free-trade zone. 

The others included coop- 
eration agreements in the areas 
of cinema, aistoms, i nsu rance 
and communications. 

In the summit’s closing state- 
ment, foe union called for an 
end to the United Nations 
embargo imposed on Libya af- 
^ the 1988 Lockerbie Swift 

bombing. 

Khoueldi Hamidi, a top Li- 
on Saturday de- 


‘Prince Edward 

10 marry’ 

LONDON (R) - QikctEIi- 
zabeth’s youngest son Prmoe 
Edward will marry fas gm- 
friertd, Sophie Rhys- Jones, m a 
low-key ceremony this sum-_ 
mer. the Sunday Express re- 
ported. The newspaper said 
senior palace sources say pre- 
parations are well advanced for 
a wedding in late July or early 
August. “It will be a low-key - 
wedding and will take place 
before the firet leaves fall,” the 
Sunday Express quoted an os- 
named peer with close connec- , 
dons to the royal family as 
saying- There was no immedi- 
ate comment from Bucking- 
ham Palace. On Saturday, the 
couple were reported on then- 
way to Windsor Castle, west of 
London, where foe queen and 
family traditionally spend 
several weeks at Easter. Cour- 
tiers were quoted in newspap- 
ers as saying Ms. Rhys-Jones, a 
29-year-old public relations ex- 
ecutive, was being introduced, 
to foe royal way of life to give 
her a dear insight into die 
worid she would enter on mar- * 
rying Prince Edward. Prince 
Edward, 30, is the queen's only 
unmarried child. The other 
three — heir Prince Charles, 
princess; Anne and Prince 
Andrew — have had troubled 
marriages. 

Wife battering 
in S. Korea is 
endemic — poll 

SEOUL (R) — One in 10 
married South Korean women 
is beaten by her husband 
almost every day, according to 
a survey published Sunday. 
About 30 per cent of the 340 
respondents said they were suf- 
fering violence at the hands of 
their spouses once a month on 
the average. The survey, con- 
ducted by the Korea Women’s 
Hotline, was published by the 
Korea Times. The newspaper 
said women’s groups in South 
Korea’s male-oriented society 
were staging a campaign to 
'.‘save the life of LeeSun-Sim.” 
Mrs, Lee, 41, has recently 
been charged with the murder 
of her husband, who is alleged 
to have beaten her for 20 years 
since their marriage, foe news- 
paper said. There is a growing 
awareness of sex discrimina- 
tion in South Korea but foe 
notion that women “belong” 
to men still persists. 

Biosphere 
experiment seized 
by marshals 

ORACLE, Ariz (R) — Bios- 
phere 2, the project in the 
Arizona Desert aimed at de- 
veloping a way to survive on 
Mars, was under the control of a 
court appointed receiver Satur- 
day after being seized .by off- 
duty federal marshals. Chris 
Helms, the project’s director of. 
public affairs, said the mar- 
shals, acting on behalf of Texas - 

011 billionaire Edward Bass, 
the main investor in the enter- 
prise, seized the buildings Fri- 
day after Mr. Bass had 
obtained a court order. The 
seizure did not affect the day- 
to-day operation of foe facility, 
described as the worid’s largest 
test tube, where a t eam of ' 
scientists is at work in the ; 
surrogate planet. The project’s 
main commercial enterprise — 
providing tours for visitors at 
$12.95 per adult — was con- . 
trailing. Some 220,000 people 
visited the Biosphere in 1993. - 
In a written statement itoiwt 
by his office, Mr. Bass said, “I 
am firmly committed to -the 
ongoing progress of Biosphere 

2 and to foe developing science 
taosjA erics. “I am convinced 
that Biosphere 2 will continue 
to ^oild on its previous 
achievements once foe man- 
agement reorganisation and 
financial restructuring ar*e 
complete.” The statement did 
not give a reason for Mr. Bass’ 
actions. But he has previously - 
said it was time the project, 
which cost $150 million, 
started making a profit. He 
received a temporary restrain- 
ing order Friday from the UiS. 

for foe northern 
district of Texas. 
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